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Labitar occulté fallitque volatilis ztas 
Et nihil eft annis velocius Ovip. 





Infidious time with rapid pace moves on, 
«ind ere we mark his flight an Age is gone. 








Art. I. The Sepulchral Monuments of Great Lritain, the 
Introdu&tion to the Second Volume, which completes the Work. 
With Plates. By Richard Gough, Efg. Folio. 61. 6s. 


Payne, and Longman, 


THE firft volume of this valuable work made its appearance 
previous to the commencement of our literary labours. 
In our Review for July, 1798, we were happy to record its pro- 
grefs in a fecond volume; and we now, with increafed plea- 
fure, congratulate Mr. Gough on its completion. Various 
confiderations unite to diftinguifh this work, as peculiarly fer- 
viceable to the caufe of Literature : and pofterity, we think, 
will readily acknowledge that, in this {plendid repofitory, Mr. 
G. has, at a valt expence, ereéted to himfelf a Monument, far 
more honourable, and doubtlefs far more durable, than the 
mott coftly pile of marble. 
The prefent volume is, in faét, but the firlt part of its pre- 
deceffor ; whofe Preface, Introdu€tion, &c. it contains. 


‘* The period of our hiftory which it comprehends, is one of the 
moft interefting to minds who —— in contemplating the progrefs and 
reve- 
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2 Gough's Sepulchral Monuments. 


Supplement. 


revolutions ef art. We behold fepulchral statuary advanced to 
fepulchral ancHITECTURE ; and, from tombs in the public chapels 
and other parts of churches, we proceed to tombs in their own appro- 
priate chapels. 

«* Thus monuments fuggeft an hiftory of coTHIC ARCHITEC- 
ture.” Pref, p. 1. 


Having briefly recited, in the Preface, the gradual improve- 
ments of Sepulchral Statuary, Painting, and Sculpture, and 
congratulated himfelf in having thus preferved the memory of 
fo many beautiful remains, Mr. G. with a true f{pirit of anti- 
quarianifm, makes war on the prefent praétice of beautifying, 
which he calls new-modelling our cathedrals. Under this 
idea, the alterations at Salifbury, admired by many competent 
judges as an admirable monument of tafte, meet with his un- 
qualified reprobation. We cannot, however, hefitate to pre- 
fer the genius and knowledge of a Wyatt to all the prejudices 
of the antiquary. 

Here, as at the clofe of the former volume, Mr. Gough is 
fated to deplore the lofs of a valuable affociate, and congenial 
friend in thefe purfuits, in that able artift and antiquary, Mr. 
Jacob Schnebbelie. A literary monument is here erected to 
him, which Mr. G. thus clofes : 


** | had planned a concluding view of monuments in England and 
Scotland, to have compared thofe of our own country, and even wah 
thofe in France ; but, 


Oftendunt terris hunc tantum fata. 


I hefitate not to fay, that in my favourite purfuit of antiquarian re- 
féearch, 1 have fuftained an irreparable lofs, I take the warning, and 
retire from the pleafing tafk of immortalizing former generations, thofe 
who have gone before me for centuries—to meditate on my own mor- 
tality, and with the good Abbot of St. Alban’s, ** recordans melius 
et memorans quomodo diei mei vitalis tam mane tranfierat quam me- 
ridies, ficque pene finite funt vefperz, quod multum de prope inftat 
completoria, juberem fterni mihi Jectum in quo paufando quiefcerem. 
quoufque fol vitz fecundz iterum atlurgeret, redacetque ad ortum*.” 

** I have witnefled in my own country that Antiquity 1s lofing her 
votaries. ‘* Old things are pafling away, behold all things will be- 
come new.” ‘The a principle of equality is a greater leveller 
than ‘Time itfelf. Weare to forget old principles, and no Wonder if 
old praétices are to be forgotten alfo. Fheoretically mad, we are to 
do away all our forefathers tranfmitted to us as fyftem, and every pre- 
judice. We mutt throw away the ecclefiaftical hiftory of England, as 
the nurfery of bigotry, fuperitnion, and idolatry ; and the civil hif- 
tory, as the picture of tyranny, ambition, and defpotifm, ‘* J have 
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feen,” to quote once more the old neglected book, * fervants upon 
horfes, and princes walking as fervants upon earth.” I may live to fee 
order reftored, or ‘* confufion worfe contounded.” Ihave feen, and I 
rejoice in the refleCtion, the Father of his People, and the Patron of 
Arts and Sciences, reftored to his health, and his fubjects reftored to 
their loyalty and duty, rallying reund them in the important crifis. 
And may they have difinterefted firmnefs to perfevere through the 
longeft conteft, and to the lateft pofterity.” Pref. p. 10. 


Thus far have we confidered the Preface only, which con- 
tains many judicious remarks, and much ufeful information. 
It lays before the reader a clear and concife account of the ge- 
neral {tate of fepulchral f{cience, its progrefs, its moft remark- 
ab.c defe&ts, and chief improvements. 


‘© The Introdu€tion to this volume, fo much larger than that to the 
former, embraces a large field—the modes and rites of fepulture in ge. 
neral from the earlieft periods of hiftory, more particularly among the 
Greeks and Romans, to the primitive Chriftians, deducing the leveral 
conformities. Somewhat of theold ground has been gone over again ; 
with additions and corrections. ‘There is nuch new matier, and fome 
light it is hoped has been thrown On our orthography and numerals, as 
connected with thisfubject, If hints capable of tarther improvement 
have been fuggetted, the purpofe will have been an{wered, and no apo- 
logy may be thought neceffary.” P. 10. 


Having traced Sepulture, with its peculiar rites and ceremo- 
nies, from the darke‘t periods of hiftory, including all the infe- 
rior honours paid to the deceafed previous to interment, Mr. G:; 
proceeds (p. xxiv.) to the fimpleft and rudeft exifting monu- 
ments, when an artlefs hillock was all that marked the burial 
of a favourite chieftain. ‘The firft barrow he refers to is that 
of Alyattes, king of Lydia, “ father of Croefus, raifed 2358 
years ago in Lydia, and feen by Dr. Chandler in 1764, five 
miles from Sart, the antient Sardis.” He then notes their fre- 
quent occurrence in every quarter of the world (not omitting 
America, where barrows are the infeparable appendage to great 
fettlements) and concludes p. xlv. with thefe remarks, 


« T agree with Mr. Douglas, that barrows are not neceflary proofs 
of a datrle: for our anceftors may be prefumed to have had cemeteries 
as well as ourfelves. Thefe collective modes of burying the dead are 
not peculiar to Chriftians, but have been annexed to temples in every 
age by every nation, except the Jews, among whom it would have been 
an att of the higheft pollution. On the fame principle, the Chinefe 
bury in mountains diftaat from towns, and the monuments of the ane 
cient inhabitants of Perfia are found in fuch remote places.” 


From Barrows he pailes to Tumuli of Stones, and then to the: 
burning of the dead, a pra@tice introduced among the “ Danes 
by Odin, notelong before the Chriftian ara.” Hence his 
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4 Gough's Sepulchral Monuments. Supplement. 


enquiries advance to fepulchral cairns, or chefts of various 
conttruGion under barrows, and regular coffins of ftone. 



























* Dr. Pegge* deduced ftone coffins, after the introdution of Chrif- 
tianity, from the Saxons, continued to the reign of Henry Ill. and in 
fome inftances to that of Henry VIII, as in the inftance of bithop 
Smith at Lincoln, who died 1513.” 


After an accurate enumeration of the different materials in 
which the dead were clothed for the grave, and other {maller 
articles of preparation, we are conducted (p. Ixxxix.) to in- 
{tances where human fkeletons have been found depofited in 
clay, and to the various pofitions in which the body was pre- 
ferved. Mr.G. then proceeds to grave- {tones with crofles, and 
all the peculiarities of pofition or ornament w hich diftinguifh- 

ed our early monuments. 

P. cxxxvil. furnifhes us with feveral curious anecdotes of the 
frequent ule of cenotaphs. 


« Simon Sudbury, Archbifhop of Canterbury, “had one at Canter- 
bury ; but was really buried at St. Gregory’s church at Sudbury, his 
native townt. The fame is obfervadle of Sir John Hawkwood at 
Sible Hedingham and Florencet. Peter, firft Abbot of St. Auguf @& 
tine’s, at Bologne and Canterbury}. Richard W endover, Bifhop of 
Rochefter, in Bromley church and at Weftminfter|].”—*« Archbithop 
Courtney, who has a monument in his cathedral, was really buried in 
his collegiate church of Maiditonel ; where his remains, only a few 
bones, were feen lately.” 
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The account of this difcovery was communicated to Mr. 
Gough by his worthy, and much-lamented friend, the Rev. 
Samuel Denne, I. A. 5. in a letter which is preferved 
p. cxxxvi. to whofe acutenefs of refearch it bears honourable 
teftimony. 

In feveral fucceeding pages, many interefting formularies of 
interment, and funeral ) procettions, are detailed with great pre- 
cifion. Whence (p. clxxii.) Mr. G. recurs to the ufe of ceme- 
teries and other burial places. He next paffes to SHRINES, or 
monuments of rich ftone-work, wherein the reliques of fome 
holy perfon were repofited. With Dr. Stukeley, he has ‘* ac- 
curately diftinguifhed two kinds of thrines, both equally made 
for receiving the reliques of faints: but with this difference, 
that one fort was portable, and ufed in proceflions, and the 
other fixed, as being built of {tone, marble, and other heavy 





















«« * Gent. Mag. xxix: 66. 
t Sep Mon. L. ae § Weever, p. 250. 
G@ lb,a.155. Weever, 285.” 





+ Weever, pp. “et 1436 
{; Sep Mon, I. 44. 
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materials.” P.clxxxil, On this fubje&t a variety of curious 
articulars are thrown together, which are the fruits of much 
perfonal inveftigation. } 

From Sepulture and its accompaniments, we are naturally 
led to view the HARITS and extravagancies of drefs, as pour- 
trayed on ancient monuments: which, though fubje&s of fa- 
tire and inveétive in almoft every age, were fo in none more 
ju(tly than the 15th century. Here, as throughout the work, 
‘Mr. Gough has not only felected and explained the drefs and 


‘fathions of the time, from MSS. and printed documents, but 


compared them with coeval exifting monuments in other coun- 
tries. ‘Fo point out the utility of fuch comparifons were 
furely needlefs. “They enable us to afcertain our comparative 
progrefs as a nation in the arts of elegance ; at the faine time 
difplaying the general advancement of thofe arts, 

Another, and an important portion of thefe introduétory 
pages, is devoted to the EPITAPH. In treating of this infepa- 
rable appendage to Sepulchral Monuments, Mr. Gough, in 
a few lines of general reference, traces it to the fame pe- 
riod to which he carried the tombs themfelves ; and goes back 
for the firft infcribed funeral monuments in Great Britain, to 
thofe bearing names of Romanized Britops in Cornwall-or 
Wales. In copies of a correfpondence between Mr. Lethieul- 
lier with Bifhop Lyttelton, Mr. G. recommends a colleétion 
of infcriptions, on a plan like that purfued by Gruter and others 
for Roman antiquities. (p. ccxxxiii.) From Epitaphs he de- 
rives to us many valuable informations on our knowledge of 
letters, in the Saxon, Norman, and Lombardic charaéters. 
The latter of thefe became general on tomb-{tones in the 13th 
century ; though initances of a mixed nature occur fo late as 
the {ixteenth. 

From Orthography he proceeds to NUMERALS ; and throws 
confiderable light on the carly ufe of our vulgar figures. 


«« A MS. de Algorifmo in verfe, Brit. Muf. 8 C. iv. 16. afcribed 
to Groffetefte, exprefsly brings them from India, probably by Spain, 
from the Moors and Arabs: 

«© Hec Algorifmus ars prefens dicitur, in qua 
Talibus Jzdorum fruimur bis quinque figuris.” P, cclix, 


Fronting p.cclxi. is a plate of the Greek, Roman, Indian, 
and Arabian numerals, according to the variations time im- 
pofed upon them, from a MS. of Maurice Johnfon, Efq. of 
Spalding. 

*¢ The firft date in Arabic numerals that has occurred to me on a 
tomb is on a brafs of Elen Cook, at Ware, 128, 1454. 
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6 Gough's Sepulchral Monuments, Supplement. 


« The fecond is 1488, painted on the plafter of the partition of the 
Poulet chapel in Bafing church, Hants,” 


The variety of inftances not only adduced, but delivered to 
us in fac fimile, are but fo many proofs of the author's care and 
activity in his favourite wa'k of fcience. 

Nor, when confidering the Epitaph, is he inattentive to the 
efforts of Literature in its compofition. 


** The compofition of epitaphs muft be referred to the depofitaries 
of every fpecies of learning, the religious, The names of our early 
epitaph makers are as difficult to afcertain as thofe of our architects 
or painters, In the 15th century we are fure of John Whetamftead, 
abbot of St. Alban’s, whofe verfes, recorded by Weever*, do honour 
to his monaftery, already diftinguifhed by producing fo many learned 
men. We trace his munificence and poetry in all the churches of its 
dependance; and in his period, for at leaft fifty years, from 1392 to 
1464, we trace alfo the revival of claffical literature among us. The 
maker of Peter Arderne’s epitaph at Lattont had fet his name to his 
compofition ; but time has deprived us of it,*notwithftanding all his 
efforts at immortality,” PP. cclxix. 


«¢ The epitaphs made for our princes in the 12th and 13th centu- 
rics, favour of the gratitude of monks in after ages; for in general 
the infcription on the ledge was merely compoled of names, titles, 
and dates, in Latin or French. They were lachryme in obi:um, thed 
now only by univerfities, or an occafional mourner in the newfpapers 
or magazines. Such were alfo the duplicates on founders or prelates, 
of which Chichely, in Camden}, is one inflance. ‘The epitaphs of 
prelates and ecclefiaftics fpeak the language of Scripture: Credo quod 
vedemptor meus Vivit, et in noviffimo die furreSurus Jum, et rurfum circums 
dabor pelle mea, et in carne nea videbo deum Jalvatorem meum; on 
Bifhop Gravefend, ai Lincoln§ ; on others Credo in deum, Credo videre 
deum, &c. and on Bifhop Brownicomb, at Exeter, three texts from the 
New ‘Teltamentil. 

«© Tn Fleetwood’s Sylloge of Inferiptions, Part II. Monum. Chrifg 
tian, p. 520, in Lombardic letters, not given in fac fimile, is this, B, 
is put for V. 

«© Credo quia redemptor meus 4idit et in nobiliffimo 
Die de terra fufcitabit me et in carne mea videbo 
Deum meum, &c. 


© The Creed in Latin was curioufly inlaid round the tombftone of 
John Paycock, 1533, at Coggethall : 


** Credo in Deum patrem, &c. 


*« About the verge of the ftone in brafs a Pater Nofter inlaid, 
Pater Nifter qui es in celis fanétificetur nomen tuum, and fo to tue end of 
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the prayer. Upon the middeft of the marble this, dve Maria gratia 
plena: Dominus tecum: Beneditia tu: in mulieribus et benedittus fit 
fructus wentris tui ‘Jefus. Amen. have not feen fuch rich monuments 


‘for fo mean perfons,” fays Weever®.”  P. cclxxv. 


g, at Great Baddow, was in- 


«© On the flab over Robert Tendrin 
laid this prayer: 

«© 1. Ommnipotens et mifericors Deus in - potefate humana conditio 
confit animam famuli tui Roberti quefo ab omnibus abjolve peccatis ut 
penitentie fruéinm quem voluntas ejus optabit preventus morte non perdat : 


per dominum nofirum Sefum Chriflume Ament.” 


«© On a brafs, in Sibbefdon church, Leicefterfhiref, a fine figure of 
a prieft, in his furred gown, extending his hands, from the palms of 
which proceed thefe {crolls addrefied to the Saviour feated on a rain- 
bow : 
Tntret poftulacio mea in confpecu tuo d'ne 
Fiat manus tua ut falyet me, 


‘> Underhim: 


Drate pro aia Johis MBoore facerdotis facultatis artium magiftri 

€t prebendarii de Dimonderley rectorify’ p'chialis ecclefic oe 

Pypbbyftone tn comitatu leceftrie qui obiit xxxviij bie menfis Bayii 

A°pm milleffimeo CCCCCXXXIL, cujus a’ie proptcietur Sperrie gal 
« CCIXXVI, 


« A fpecimen of our language in the clofe of the 15th century, 
may be feen in an epitaph from Weever§, in St, Benet’s church, Grace- « 
church-ftreet, 1491. 


«© At Aldenham in the County of Hertford : 
Here lyeth John Pen, who in his lufty age 
Our Lord litt call to his mercy and grafe 
Benign and curtys free withoutyn rage 
And Sqwire with the Duc of Clarence he was, 
The eyghtenth day of Jun deth him did embras, 
The yer from Chrift’s incarnacioon 
A thoufand four hundred feventy and oon], 


** Another fample of the Englith of the time may be feen in this 
epitaph, in the fquare paflage to the Chapter-Houfe at York, cut in 
ftone : 


erciful Fhelu, fon of heuen, for thi holi name and thi bitter paffion 
Do thi grete mercy to the foule of Annes Huet, the twhich aecefin the vit 
Dap of F2ovember, in the pere of our Lords, MCCCCLXXI4 





“< * Weever, p. 618. + Ibid. p. 641. 

** ¢ Engraved for the fourth volume of Mr, Nichols’s Hiftory of 
that County, under Sibbefdon. § P. 416. 

** || Weever, p. 592. Chauncy, p. 494. ‘This is not now to be 
found, 4 Drake’s York, p. 478.” 


“« Among 
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‘* Among fingular epitaphs take this at Colneye, Norfolk, on 
Thomas Bettys, rector there from 1455 to 1481 : 


Qwan the Belle ys folemplye rownge 
And the meffe with devofyon fonge 
Ande the mete meryly hete 
Sone fhall Sere Thomas Bettys be forgete. 
On whofe fowle God have mercy. Amen. 
Qvi obiit v° die Aprilis A°. D’ni MCCCCLXXXI*.” 


P. cclxxxvii. 


Supplement. 


“© Pray for the foule occurs in an epitaph, in 1558, the laft year of 
Mary’s reign, and of expiring popery.” P. ccc. 


But we are very much miftaken, if two inftances of that 
expreflion do not occur on brafles in the church of Stanton 
Harcourt, in Oxfordthire, after 1570. 

Of many fubje&s contained in the prefent Introduction, 
the great mafs of information was anticipated by that to the 
former volume. Particularly where barrows, coffins, in- 
ftances of extraordinary prefervation, and habits are con- 
cerned. But to many of thefe articles we are introduced ina 
new form; and frefh lights are thrown on the funeral cere- 
monies of our forefathers. 

Such is this publication. Our extraéts from it, confidering 
its fize and importance, we confefs, are fhort and few; but to 
difplay its various contents with minutencfs, or to point out 
every mark of affiduity and tafte which it difcovers, would far 
exceed our limits ; enough has been already extraéted, to fhow 
that praife is almoft fuperfluous. It is a work, the aim of 
which is well-direted to fill up the great plan of National 
Hittory. 

The plates, including vignettes, are fifty-one in number, 
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a4 befides a rofe (p. cccxxxv.) which is given from the original : 
MY) | brafs, in St. Peter’s Church, at St. Alban’s. They are well : 
. r Ny executed by Mr. James Bafire ; feveral of them from draw- | 
; oh i ings by the artift, whofe death has been already mentioned as ) 
, See unpropitious to Mr. Gough’s purfuits ; and one has the fig- 
ye, nature of R. G. ) 
: alti The whole is clofed with accurate Indexes to each volume, 
| eae 


«© * Blomefield, II, p, z.’* 
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The Abbé Delille’s Homme des Champs. 


Art. II. LZ’ Homme des Champs, ou les Georgiques Frangoi Cs. 
Par M. L’Abbé Delille. 12m0. 274 pp. Dekker, Balle; 
L’Homme, London. 1800. 


WE: are perfectly fenfible that it would be prefumptuous in 
Englifh critics to deliver their opinion with much confi- 
dence on ae delicacies and elegancies of French verfe. The 
French language impofes fo many reftraints on the poet, and 
fupplies him with fo few aids, that there is perhaps no {peech 
in which it is fo difficult to form a poetical ftyle. He is ex- 
cluded from the ufe of inverfion, and of words appropri- 
ated to verfe, which, in other languages, men of genius fo 
happily employ to exprefs their grand conceptions, and 


 shyming fcribblers too often abufe, to give a falfe colour of 


oetry to their tame and common-place ideas. Deprived of 
thefe aids, he is obliged to exert much more art and vigilance 
to raife his ftyle above profe, than the poet of any other coun- 
try. The hidden but conftant labour with which the flructure 
of the ftyle muft be raifed, the fecret art by which elegance is 
diffufed over the whole, the curious feleétion and combination 
of words, are fubjeéts which require too intimate a knowledge 
of the niceties of a language to be judged by the tafte of a 
Irie ap Ii fcience, in narrative; in the grandeur or beauty 
of ideas and images, we can eftimate, in fome degree, the 
merit of foreign writers. But in the art of ftyle, we mult in 
a great meafure leave them to the jurifdiction of their natural 
judges, the fcholars and critics of their own country, Yet 
the laws of literary hofpitality feem to require, that we fhould 
not pafs unnoticed the work of the molt illuftrious poet in 
Europe, who has taken refuge in England from the iron ty- 
ranny under which his country groans; who, equally fuperior 
to intere(t and danger, has never tarnifhed his fame, or profti- 
tuted his genius, by finging the praife of tyrants, and who ftill 
prefers conteleontous poverty au d honourable exile, to all the 
difgraceful diftinétions and ignominious rewards of thofe who 
“s devel in the tents of iniquity.” Under fuch circumftances, 
we {hould have thought it unpardonable, not to have gratified 
our readers by fome fpecimens of the beautiful Poem before 
us, though we fhall-not prefume to indulge in the fame liberty 
of criticifm that would be allowed and expeéted in reviewing 
an Englith poem. 
The general obje&t of the French Georgics, is to defcribe 
the enjoyments of a country life. On a fubjc& fo extenfive, 
fele€tion 
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f:lelion and method are difficult. The plan of M. l’Abb¢ 
Delile is fimple, and feems to be as exa& as the milcellaneous 
nature of the fubject will admit. ‘The firft Canto contains a 
eneral picture of the amulements and enjoyments which rural 
hfe is capable of furnithing, to a rational and well-ordered 
mind, , efecond d-fersbes the labours of agriculiure, not in 
iis ufual ate, bast In 1s morcext raordinary exertions, when it 
prevails over the difficulues of fituation, foil, and climate; con- 
qucrs thole obitacles which nature feemed to have made in- 
furmountable by human effort, and accomplithes works which, 
in times of ignorance, might have been deemed prodigies and 
miracles. The third Canto paints the pleafures which the 
fgience of the naturaliit adds to the mere obfervation of the 
furface of nature ; and the fourth delivers the rules of rural 
and deferiptive po try. To the Poem there is pretixed a Pre- 
face, in which the author vindicates his former works againit 
critical, which feems to us undeferved, with great elegance 
and f{pirit; with a modeft confidence in ’his own genius, but 
with perfeét urbanity towards his critics. He concludes his 
Preface, by adverting to the gloomy period when the greater 
part of the Poem was compoled ; tor it ought never to be for- 
gotten by any reader of the French Georgics, that they were 
chiefly written in France during the years 1793 and 1794. 


‘¢ The indulgence of the reader,” fays M. l’Abbe Delille, “© will 
jodge lefs feverely of a work compofed in fuch unfortunate times ; it 
would have been more caretully laboured, and lefs imperfeét, if it had 
been compofed with a mind at eafe, and a heart more tranquil; if in 
this terrible Revolution the author had loft only his fortune!” P, xxxii, 


The firft Canto, and indeed the whole Poem, contains many 
lines of fententious brevity, in which fenfe is fo happily con- 
centrated in a fingle verfe, and in which fo much poignancy is 
difplayed, without the facrifice of eafe, that they are likely to 
have the fortune of thofe verfes of Boileau, which, as he tells 
us himfelf, were allowed, ‘* Devenir quelquefais proverbes en 
natfjant.” 

Sucn, among many others, are the following : 


«© Qui fait aimer les champs fait aimer la verta,” 


L’étalage fe montre et la gaite s‘enfuit.” 
Speaking of private theatricals : 


‘ Tél neglige fes fils pour mieux jouer les péres, 
Je vois une Mérope, et ne vois point de méres.” 


«© On relit tout Racine, on choifit dans Voltaire,” 
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The Abbé Delilie’s Homme des Champs. 
But the following verfes are peculiarly admirable; 
«* Mais ne l’oublidns pas, a la ville, au village 
Le bonheur le plus doux eft celui qu’on partage. 
Heureux ou malheureux l’homme a befoin d’autrui ; 
il ne vit gu’a moitié s’il ne vit que pour lui. 
Vous done a qui des champs la joie elt etrangere, 
Ah! faites y le bien et les champs vont vous plaire, 
Le bonheur dans les champs a befoin de bonte!” 


Afier a defcription of the pleafures of beneficence, he thus 
addrefles thofe unenlightened epicureans, who prefer empty 
and wearifome diffipation, to the exquilite delight of commue 
nicating happinefs, 


«« Coeurs durs, qui payez cher de faftyeux dégoits 
Ah voyez ces plaifirs e¢ foyez-en jalobx !’’ 

At a period when the unfortunate nobility of France are 
libelled by every bafe f{cribbler in Europe, it is confolato 
to learn from this great poet, that thofe pailages of this 
Poem, which molt ftrongly reprobate the infenfibility of 
the rich to the miferies of their indigent brethren, were the 
molt warmly applauded by the moft diftinguifhed perfons ia 
France, when they’ were read at the fittings of the French 
Academy. The Abbé Delille has peculiar claims upon the 
gratitude of the Englith nation. He was one of the firf 
French writers who naturalized our Englith poets in France, 
by elegant imitations of fome of the belt paflages of our 

oetry. In thefe imitations he did not copy the ungenerous 
and difhoneft conduct of Voltaire, who borrowed largely, 
without acknowledgment, from Englith writers ; and who js 
almoft as liberal in his invectives again{t them, as he is in his 
plagiarifms from them. The Abbé Delille, in the notes to 
this Canto, confefles his obligations to feveral of our poets, 
particularly to Denham, Pope, and Thomfon; and he quotes 
Gold{mith’s beautiful verfes on the village preacher, from 
which he has borrowed (but borrowed like a poet) feveral 
itrokes in his delightful pi€lure of a virtuous clergyman. 

In the beginning of the fecond Canto, he compares his own 
fortune with that of Virgil, who, in the midft of the civil 
wars and profcriptions of Rome, exerted his genius to infpire 
his countrymen with a relifh for the ufeful pleafures, and pa~ 
gific occupations of agriculture. 


«* Comme lui je n’eus point un champ de mes ayeux 
Et le peu que j'avois je l’abandonne aux Dieux, 

Mais comme lui fuyant les difcordes civiles, 
J echappe dans les bois aw tumulte des villes, 
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Et content de former quelques ruftiques fons 

A nos cultivateurs je dicie des lecons, 

Vous donc qui prétendiez, profanant ma retraite, 
En intrigant de’etat transformer un poete, 
Epargnez 4 ma mufe un regard indifcret ; 

De fon heureux loifir refpectez le fecret, 

Augufte triomphant pour Virgile fut jufte, 
J}’imitai le poéte, imitez donc Augufte, 

Et laiffez moi fans nom, fans fortune, et fans fers, 
Réver au bruit des eaux, de la lyre et des vers.” 


Thefe allufions to the misfortunes of the poet, and of his 
oppreiied country, will be read with great interelt by pofterity, 
long after the names of the obfcure ruffians, who were then 
the tyrants of France, are forgotten ; when no impreflion of 
the events of our age fhall remain on mens’ minds, but horror 


at their atrocity, and wender that there fhould exift beings in 


human fhape fo depraved as to admire, or fo impudent as to 
applaud them. Another beautiful paflage follows, on the 
fame fubje&, from which we fhall only extraé a few lines. 


«* Trop courte illufion! délices chimériques ! 
De mon trifte pays les troubles politiques, 
M’ont laiflé pour tout bien mes agreftes pipeaux, 
Adieu mes fleurs! adieu mes frutis et mes troupeaux!” 


The third Canto exhibits one of the greateft viories of the 
genius of the poet, over the difficulty of his fubjeét, that Poe- 
try has to boaft. Mineralogy and Botany are fciences that 
feem to us to have no kindred with Poetry ; and the greater 

art of modern attempts to clothe them with the ornaments 
of Poetry, have only ferved to confirm our opinion. The au- 
thors of {uch attempts have generally been compelled to hide 
the natural drynefs of their fubjeét under extravagant fictions 
and inflated ftyle. As an example of the power of taite to 
furmount thefe obftacles, this Canto of the French Georgics 
will always be an objeét of admiration. But we mult be ex- 
cufed if we confefs our doubts, whether the pleafure conveyed 
be at all proportioned to the difficulties conquered, or the {kifl 
exerted, The majority of readers to whom poetry mut 
be addreffed, will always derive pleafure from defcriptions 
which recal to their fancy Nature, as they themfelves have ob- 
ferved it. But they will never receive the fame delight from 
the molt ingenious defcription of Nature, as it is analyzed and 
dilfected by the naturalift. Such a defcription may indeed be 
admired for its {kill, but it will generally excite more wonder 
than pleafure. It awakens no recollections, it retraces no 
images 
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The Abbé Delille’s Himme des Champs, 53 


jmages formerly impreffed, it is conneéted with no feelings, it 
roufes no powerful fympathies, it appears only to the compa- 
ratively cold and languid paffion of curiofity, it touches none 
of thofe fprings of the human heart by which warm interelt is 
excited, or exquifite pleafure is conveyed. ‘The nature of the 
unlearned (if we may fo fpeak) is connected with the fcenes of 
youth, with the fports of fancy, with all our moft delightful 
feelings and recollections. But the nature of the learned, an 
inhabitant of the colder world of fcience, has no alliance with 
the feelings or purfuits of ordinary men. She borrows no 
gaiety from the remembrance of youth; fhe does not prefen¢ 
to us the theatre on which our powers and affetions were firft 
unfolded. No tender recolieétion makes her interefting, no 
terrific images render her grand. Nature, as fhe is viewed by 
the chemift and the mineralogilt, is too minute for fublimity, 
and too regular for beauty. She impofes on the obferver an 
inveftigation too toilfome for the indolent pleafures of imagi- 
nation. Whoever doubts the juftnefs of thefe obfervations, 
has only to compare thofe paflages of the French Gcorgics, 
which paint the common fcenery of nature, with thofe perhaps 
ftill more highly finifhed paffages, which defcribe the appear- 
ances difcovered to us by phyfical fcience. We thall be much 
deceived, if that comparifon alone be not fufficient to fatisfy 
him, that the paffion for fcientific poetry is one of the fymp- 
toms of that peculiar {pecies of corrupted tafte which charac- 
terizes a {peculative age. Many paffages of this third Canto 
are of the highelt beauty. The difcovery of Herculaneum, 
and the invocation to the fea, are admirable. The panegyricon 
Buffon is magnificent, though we are convinced that geologilts 
will notagree with the author, in the commendation which he 
lavifhes on the fublime chimeras of that eloquent writer. 

The great revolutions of which our globe bears the marks, 
fuggelt grand ideas of antiquity to the mind, which are moit 
happily exprefled in the following couplet : 

‘* Vers l’antique chaos notre ame eft repoufiee, 
Et des fiecles fans fin pefent fur la penfée.”’ 


Whoever does not immediately feel the power of the fecond 
line, is incapable and unworthy of having its excellence fhown 
to him by criticifm. The Abbé Delille is not one of thole 
obfervers of nature, who admire every thing in the univerfe 
but the Eternal Wifdom which formed it. 


“ Et vous, vous y venez d’un ceil obfervateur, 
Admirer dans fes plans l’eternel createur !” 
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tet oe In this Canto, he again pathetically alludes to the fad fate of § 
; his country. 


: ‘* Ainfi quand des excés, fuivis d’excés nouveaux, 

ak D’un état par degrés ont préparés les maux, 

} De malheur en malheur fa chute fe confomme ; 

Pd ‘Tyr n’eft plus, Thebes meurt, et les yeux cherchent Rome ? 
f O France! O ma patrie! O fejour de douleurs ! 

Mes yeux a ces penfers fe font mouillés de pleurs!” 


The fourth Canto, which, in our opinion, is the molt per- 
A fet part of this admirable poem, contains the rules of rural 
| poetry. It is fo full of excellence, that we are embarraffed in 
our fele&tion by the variety of beauties. Every where the pre- 
cepts are delivered, not with the coldnefs of «a critic, but with 
the {pirit and {plendour of a poet. Every where the author 
proves his right to ‘* teach others”, by the excellence of his 
own compolition, The defcription of the magnificent fcenery 
of the tropical climates, rivals the majelly of thofe fcenes which 
it paints. 

The deferiptions of Arabian and African deferts, and of an 
Artic winter, which follow, are equally diftinguifhed by ani- 





mation and grandeur. In his pictures of thefe fublime fcenes, Or 
the Abbé Delille frequently rifes to a happy boldnefs of ex- fuch 
preffion, which we could fcarcely fuppofe cither to be attainable § inclit 
by the feeblenefs of the French language, or to be tolerated by Hy trom 
the timid correétnefs of French criticifm. The following paf- tafte. 
fage difclofes to us the fecret by which the great matters of de- § fuch 
{criptive poetry have imparted to their pictures of nature, a cann 


higher intereft than the defcription of mere inanimate objects 
can ever poflefs. 


*¢ Mais n’allez pas non plus toujours peindre et deécrire, 
Dans l’art d’intérefler confifte l'art d’ecrire, 

Souvent dans vos tableaux placez des {peCtateurs ; 

Sur la fcéne des champs amenez des a€teurs ; 

Cet art de l’intérét eft la fource feconde. 

Oui l'homme aux yetx de l’homme eit l’ornement du monde, 
Les lieux Jes plus rians fans lui nous touchent peu, 





C'eft un temple défert qui demande fon dieu. 

<\vec lui mouvement, plaifir, gaile, culture, is. 
Tout renait, tout revit ; ainfi qu’a la nature * 
1a prefence de Phomme eft neceffaire aux arts. the a 
C’eit lui dans vos tableaux que cherchent nos regards, infer 
Peuplez donc ces coteaux le jeunes vendangeufes, ambi 
Ces vallons de bergers, et ces eaux de baigneufes, origi 
Qui timides a peine ofant aux flots difcrets lang 


Contier Je trefor de leur charmes fecrets, 
Semblent 
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Semblent en treflaillant dans leurs frayeurs extremés 
Craindre leurs propres yeux et rougir d’elles-mémes ; 
Tandis que les fuivant fous le criftal de l'eau 

Un faune du feuillage entr’ouvre le rideaa.” 


* Vain all the labours of defcriptive art, 
Unlefs your glowing pictures warm the heart ; 
As figures s animate your landfcape green, 

Let men, let women fill your country fcene. 
x es, itis man that tnte refts man, the moft, 
Chief ornament of earth! creation’s boatt! 
Where man is not, the poet only makes 
A {plendid temple, which its God forfakes. 
But with him motion, joy, and pleafure lire, 
Without him languifh, and with him-revive. 
Upon the mountain’s brow, and on the plain, 
We feek the fhepherd, or the harveft train, 
And in the valley’s clofe fequefler’d fcene, 
Where runs the ftream along its margin green, 
Let gentie nymphs their naked charms coufide, 
Timid and bluthing, to th’ embracing tide ; 
Curtain’d by pendant foliage, as they iave, 
But half conceal’d beneath-the cryftal wave. 


Our limits will not allow us to indu! lge our tafte in ptin ting 
fuch large extracts from this admirable Poem as we fhould be 


inclined | tomake; nor indeed are large extracts very necefl ary 
from a work that mutt foon be in the hands of every man of 
tafte. But there are two paflages towards the conclufion, of 
fuch exquifite elegance, that, notwithftanding their length, we 
cannot refrain from quoting them. 


Il eft d’autres fecrets ; quelquefois 4 nos yeux 
D’aimable fouvenirs embelliffent les lieux. 
J’aime en vos vers ce riche et brillant pay fage 
Mais fi vous ajoutez ;—** lade mon préemic rage 
Coulerent les momens ; Ja je fentis s’ouvrir 
Mes yeux a la lumiére et mon cceur a plaifir. 
Alors vous reveillez un fouvenir que j'aime 
Alors mon cacur revole au moment ou mol- méme, 
J'ai revu les beaux hieux goi m’ont donné le jour, 
O Champs de la Limagne! O fortuné fejour! 
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a friend of the writer of this article has attempted a tranflation of 
the abov re pa iia, 8° as well as of the others which we » have feleéted for 
infertion, Thefe tranflations are now publifhed, Mes no hope more 
ambitious than that of giving fome faint idea o > beauty of the 
original, to thofe who are not familiarly converfant pte the trench 
language, 

Hélas, 
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Hélas, j'y révolois aprés vingt ans d’abfence : 
A peine le Mont-d’or, levant fon front immenfe, 
Dans un lointain obfcur apparut a mes yeux 
Tout mon ceur treffaillit ; et la beauté des lieux 

Et les riches cdteaux, et la plaine riante, 

Mes yeux ne voyoient rien ; mon ame impatiente 
Des rapides courfiers accufant la lenteur 
rs mae imploroit ce lieu cher 4 mon coeur. 

Je le vis ; je fentis une joie inconnuc 

Reps Jerrois, partout ou je portois Ja vue 

n toule s’élévoient des fouvenirs charmans, 

Voici l’arbre temoin de mes amufemens : 

C’eft ici que Zephir de fa jaloufe haleine 

Effacoit mes palais deffinés fur l’aréne : 

C’eft la que le caillou lancé dans le ruiffeau 
Gliffoit, fautoit, gliffoit, et fautoit de nouveau. 

Un rien m’intérefloit. Mais avec quelle ivrefle 
J’embraffyis, je baignois de larmes de tendreffe, 

Le vieillad qui jadis guida mes pas tremblans 

La femme dont le lait nourrit mes premiers ans, 

Et le fage palteur qui forma mon enfance! 

Souvent je mécrioly: témoins de ma naiflance 
‘Témoins de mes beaux jours, de mes premiers defirs, 
Beaux lieux! qu'avez vous fait de mes premiers plaifirs ? 

Mais lojn de mon fujet- ce doux fujet m’entraine. 

Vous donc peiotres des champs animez chaque fcene 
Prefentez novs au lieu d’un fite inanimé, 

Les lieux que l’on aima, ceux ou I’on fut aimé, 

D ‘autres fois du contrafte effayant la puiffance 

Des afiles du vice a ceux de ]’innocence 

Oppofez les tableaux terribles.ou touchans, 

Et des maux de la ville embelliffez les champs. 

Du haut de ces céteaux d’ou Paris nous découvre 
Ses temples, {es palais, fes domes, et fon Louvre, 

Sur ces grands monumens arretant vos regards, 

La regnent dites vous l’opulence et les arts ! 

La le cifeau divin, la célefte harmonie, 

Les écrits immortels ou s’empreint le génie 
Amufent noblement la reine des cites. 

Mais bienidt oubliant fes trompeufes beautés 

La regnent, dircaz vous, l’orgueil et la baffeffe, 

Les maux de la mifére et ceux de la richeffe ; 

La fanscefle attirés des bouts de l’univers 
Fermentent a la fois tous les vices divers ; 

La fombre et dédaignant les plaifirs \egitimes, 

La degout mene au vice, et I’ennui veut des crimes ; 
La le noir fuicide égarant fa raifon 

Aiguife le poignard et verfe le poifon : 
La regne des Lais la cohorte effrenée, 
Honte du célibat, fléau de I’hymenée. 
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La dans les murs infects, afiles dévorans 

La charité cfuelle entaffe les mourans : 

La des fripons gagés fuzveillent leurs complices, 
Et le repds public eft fondé fur des vices : 

La le pale joueur, dans fon antre infernal 

D'un bras déféfperé lance le dé fatal. 

Que d’enfans au berceau delaiffés par leur mére! 
Combien n’ont jamais vu le fourire d’un pére ! 
Que de crimes cachés ! Qe d’obfcures douleurs ! 
Combien coule de fang! 


But well the pencil paints, when to our eyes 
It bids fair fcenes of ‘pleafures paft arife; 
I love the landfcape which your verfe pourtrays ; 
But when you add, * Here pafs’d my early days, 
Here op’d my eyes to light, my heart to joy, 
Thefe were my haunts, a gay and carelefs boy !"” 
Then fancy gives me back thy fields Auvergne, 
Bids me thy awfal brow, Mont D'or, difcera ; 
As after twice ten years of abfence patt, 
Half veil’d in fhadowy clouds I faw thee laft, 
With rapture faw again each well-known fcene, 
The wooded hills! the vates of fmiling green! 
Though fcarce obferv'd, for my impatient foul 
Outruns my courfers to the wifh’d-for goal, 
I faw it! and a joy, unknown before, 
Swells at my heart ; I run each obje@ o’er, 
I wander long, where’er I turn my eyes 
A croud of tender recollections rife. 
There is the tree, beneath whofe ample fhade 
I oft have feen by breath of zephyrs fade, 
With no fmall grief, my palaces of fand ; 
And there along the ftream my little hand 
Has often hurl’d the pebble, fmooth and round, 
To fee it bound, now glide, and now rebound, 
Skimming the furface of the glafly tide, 
While I exulting ftood, and watch’d befide. 
But with what lagguage fhall I feek t’impart 
The joy I felt, when, clafping to my heart, 
Diffolv’d in tears, hér, on whofe tender breaft 
My infant frame was nourifh’d and carefs’d ; 
And him, the good old man! who us’d to guide 
My infant fteps when tott’ring by his fide, 

hen, to my eager fight, at laft appears 
The reverend paftor of my early years, 
Impaffion'd, I exclaim, ‘* Scenes of my birth, 
My firit defires, my hours of thoughtlefs mirth f 
Oh! tell me, beauteous fcenes, where thal! I find 
Thofe dear, firft pleafures of my youthful mind ?” 
No more—thefe tender thoughts bear me afide, 
But to my fubject now of pen I guide, : 
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Ye, who would fing of country life, muft give 
Not only fcenes where Trees and Cattle live, 
But thoke where you have lov’d and been belov’d ; 
*Tis with fuch painting that the foul is mov’d. 
In pow’rful contraft, and in colours bold, 
‘The ways of virtue and of vice unfold, 
In terrible or touchi pictares prove 
‘The town how tainted! and how pure the grove! 
When firft imperial Patis we furvey, 

Bright’ning the iplendour of meridian day, — 

As from heg circling hills we wond’ring gaze, 

The mind at once inftinGtive homage pays. 

«« Oh! here,” we cry, ‘‘ reign opulence and arts, 

And all the charms that polifh’d life imparts ; 

Here th’ immortal works of genius fhine, 

Paintings and fculpture! and the fong divine !” 2 
But, ah! too foon thefe purple vifions fade, Bm 
And thou, the queen of cities, wrapt in fhade ! 

For here, alas! do we not alfo find 

How pride and meannefs taint alike the mind ? 

How here, from the wide earth’s remoteft bound, 
Comprefs’d, fermenting, every vice is found ? 

While mere fatiety demands new crimes, 

And on from vice to vice faftidious climbs. 

Here too, at once licentious and uncouth, 

‘The bane of marriage, and the fcourge of youth, 

What fhamelefs bands of proititutes are feen ! 

Of hearts ferocious, and unlovely mien: 

Here Mercy’s felf like Mifery appears, 

And cruel Charity her prifons rears : 

Where foul contagion reigns in dreadful fway, 

And gafping victims heap the loathfome way : 

Here Suicide in gloomy madnefs louys, 

Sharpens the dagger, or the poifon pours. 

See the pale Gamefter in his midnight cave, 

Hurling the fatal die, defpairing rave. 

How many piteous plaints our ears affail, 

From babes forfaken, who inceffant wail, 

How much obfcure diftrefs! and fecret guilt ! 

How many tears are fhed! what blood is fpilt! 


Nothing can be more happy than the two examples which 
the author has chofen to illuftrate his precepts in this delight 
ful patlage. They have afforded him an opportunity of dif- 
playing the verfatility of his genius. In delivering rules, he 
is clear and inftruétive ; plain without negligence, and precile 
without pedantry or harfhnefs. In the defcription of his 
vifit to the place of his birth, his verfes have all the foftnel 
and fimplicity of thofe fentiments, from which they feet 


fponganeoufly and artlefsly to flow. On the firft glance a 
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the magnificence of Paris, he rifes to a more fwellihg har- 
mony, and indulges in a luxury of language, fuited to the 
grandeur and pomp of that proud capital. But when he drags 
to light the vice and mifery which are hid beneath that falla- 
cious magnificence, he arms himfelf with all the authority 
and feverity of moral indignation, and pours forth his honeft 
inveétives again{t corruption and ‘crimes, with all the vigour 
and fervour of fatire. In the courfe of two pages, he pafles 
from the elegance and tendernefs of Virgil to the terrible ma- 
jefty of Juvenal. Yet fuch is the artful eafe of his tranfitions, 
fo foft are the bands by which all thefe apparently incongruous 
ideas are linked together, that the mind, without effort or diffi- 
culty, pafles from one fubje& to another, which feems the molt 
remote ; from the rules of defcriptive poetry, to the feelings of 
the poet when he revifits the place of his birth ; from tender+ 
nefs to fatire ; from the beauties of the country to the vices of 
the town. More fweet defcription of the charms of nature, 

f or more poignant invective again{ft the crimes of men, is 
{carcely to be found in poetry. 

M. |l’Abbé Delille has imitated, in this Canto, an exquifite 
paflage of Horace, of which we fhall fubjoin the original and 
the imitations, both by this author and Boileau, that it may 
be feen how gracefully the Abbé Delille can copy Horace, and 
how far he has furpaffed one of the greateft of French poets. 


O rus, quando te afpiciam, quandoque licebit 

Nunc veterum libris, nunc fomno et inertibus horis, 
Ducere folicite jucunda oblivia vite, 

Oblitufque meorum, oblivifcendus et illis, 


O fortuné fejour! O champs aimés des cieux 

Que pour jamais foulant vos pres delicieux, 

Ne puis-je ici fixer ma courfe vagabonde, 

Et connu de vous feuls, oublier tout le monde, Boritau. 


** Hélas! pourquoi faut’il que celui dont les chants 
Enfeignent l’art d’orner et d’habiier les champs, 
Ne pom encore jouir des objects qu’il adore ! 


O champs! O mes amis quand vous verrai-je encore. 
ich Quand pourrai-je tantét godtant un doux fommeil, 
ht Et de bons vieux auteurs amufant mon réveil, 

Aif- ‘Tant6t ornant fans art mes ruftiques démeures, 


Tantdt laiffant couler mes indolentes heures ; 
Boire l’heureux oubli des foins tamultueux, 
Ignorer les humains, et vivreignoré d’eux.” Dexrire. 


he 


Ah | why in vain the mofe has lent her pow’r, 
To make me fondly love my native bow’r; 
‘Taught me to ornament its various fcene, 

To tafte with biifa the rural life ferene. 
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The Abbé Deliile’s Homme des. Champs. 


Oh, fields for ever dear! Oh, friends belov’d ! 
From you my heart at leaft has never rov'd. 
Ab! when fhall I, no longer doom’d io roam, 
Behold once more my fields, my friends, my home ? 
No cares tumultuous in my peaceful breaft, . 
When waked each morn from fweet refrefhing reft : 
To add fome flow’r, fome fhrub, of brighter green, 
In arilefs tafte, to deck the ruftic fcene ; 

Or idly wander o’er the various page, 

Of fore pure claflic, or fome antique fage ; 

Or eat my frugal meal, or fip my bow, 

Nor heed the lazy hours that o’er me roll; 

Or feek a chofen few, or mufe alone, 

The worki unheeding, by the world unknown, 


The Poem, after an addrefs to Virgil, of almoft Virgilian 
elegance, concludes with the following verfes : 


*¢ Ainfi feul, a l’abri de mes rochers déferts, 

Tandis que la difcorde ébranloit l’univers, 

Heureux je célébrois d’une voix libre et pure, 

L’humanité, les champs, les arts et la nature. 

Veuillent les Dieux fourire 4 mes champétres fons! 

Et moi, puiffe-je encore pour prix de mes lécons 

Compter quelques printemps ; et dans les champs que j’aims 
Vivre pour mes amis, mes livres et moi-méme,” 


While Difcord fhook the trembling world around, 
Beneath my native rocks I fhelter found ; 

And tho’ the wide horizon round me lour’d, 

With voice ftill free, my moral train I pour’d, 

Of virtue, nature, country life, I fung, 

And happy o’er my theme enamour’d hung. 

Oh! may the gods my ruftic notes apererte 

And ’midft thofe fcenes, which I fo fondly love, 
Grant to my age, ere this frail being ends, 

Some few returning {prings, my books, my friends. 


We rife ftom the perufal of this work with too much graf 


titude for the delight which it has afforded us, not to with 
mott heartily that the modeft prayer of the illuftrious author 
may be granted, and that he may long enjoy and celebrate 
thofe pleaftres, which are fo well fuited to his pure and elegant 
mind. Every lover of literature muft join with us in the 
with, that his age may not be embittered by the care of fub- 
fiftence. There feems to be no impropriety in taking this 
opportunity to remind the public, that this poet is one of the 
moft interefting vitims of the French Revolution. Robbed 
of his whole fortune by that terrible event, he has finté 
fteadily refifted every temptation to return to’France, whic 
the oppreflors of his country could hold out to higa, thoug 
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thicy have tried to fhake his honour by offers, which it requires 
great firmnefs in an exile, fpoiled of his all, to refift. His 
friends have undertaken to procure him fuch relief, as he 
might honourably accept, by the publication of a magnificent 
edition of his ** Gardens,” greatly enlarged by himfelf, which 
they have: circulated propofals to print by fubfcription; and . 
we truft that they will not be difappointed in their reliance on 
the generofity of the Englith nation, which will not be infen- 
fible to the claims of a poverty, voluntarily embraced for the 
fake of honour ; nor deaf to the united voice of genius, vir- 
tue, and glory, who are joint fuppliants to our national mu- 
nificence, in behalf of this illuftrious- poet. We ought to 
add, that the conclufion of this Poem originally confilted of 
a highly finifhed picture of the miferies of France ander her 
various revolutionary tyrannies, from Mirabeau to Bonaparte. 
The French government fuppreffed this beautiful paffage, and 
it is now expected to form a ftriking part of the Poem, to be 
publifhed by the Abbé Delille, under the title of Le Malheur 
et Le Pitié ; which is faid, by thofe who have heard parts of ig 
recited, to be the moft affecting defcription ever given, of the 
miferies of the greateft convulfion that has been known to fil] 
the world with fufferings and with forrows, 
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Art. III. Sermons preached.to a Country Congregation: to 
which are added, a few Hints for Sermons ; intended chiefly 
for the Ufe of the younger Clergy. By William Gilpin, Pre- 
bendary of Salifbury, and Vicar of Boldre, in New Foreft, 
8vo. 438 pp. 6s. Cadell apd Davies. 


few theological writers have more completely pofleffed 

the art of producing ufeful works than Mr. Gilpin, whofe 
« Leétures on the Catechifm,” and ** Expoficion of the New 
Teftament,” are in the hands of. every Englifh reader who de- 
lights in facted knowledge. We fee with pain that, in. the 
opening of his very judicious and manly Dedication'to Sir John 
Mitford, he defcribes himfelf as not likely ever again “ to 
{peak from his pulpit.” This apprehenfion, however, has oc 
Sry the prefent publication ; and fo far the public is bene» 

tted by it. 

In “gw and well-written Preface, Mr. G. throws out 
fome very beneficial hints, on the mode of writing fermons for 
fuch congregations as he mentions in his title-page. ‘Thefe 
we fhall infert, with our unqualified approbation. 

Wher 
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«* When we write a treatife, we confider the fubject throughopt. We 
ftrengthen it with arguments—weclear it of objections—we enter into 
details—and, in fhort, we leave nothing uufaid that properly appertaing 
to the fubjeét. Much prefatorial matter alfo may arife, before we be- 
gin the difcourfe. 

** Bot in the conftruction of a fermen, perhaps a different mode of 
compofition may, in general, be more eligible—at leaft, where a coun- 
try congregation only is addreffed on a common fubject. 

** In the firft place, though a fhort opening of a text may often be 
neceflary, there feems to be no occafion fer a long preface. Whatever 
appertains immediately to the difcourfe, had better perhaps be intro- 
duced into the body of it. If it do not immediately belong to the 
difcourfe, it might as well be omitted. At leaft, if it be not perfectl 
appofite, it takes off the firft edge of attention from an audience, whic 
will not perhaps fo readily be reftored. 

« A féw eafy divifions in difcuffing a fubje& feem ufeful. Some 
divines think it better to melt all so But a few heads, I think, 
are a kind of land-marks, which prevent the confufion of running one 

art into another, ‘They are alfo heads of reference, which bring a 
dubject more eafily to the memory. 

‘* In proving a point before a common congregation, it feems un- 
neceffary to produce all the arguments that may be ufed, Such as are 
moft forcible, are enough. Many will labour a point fo much, and 
throw fo many different lights upon it, that, like an objeét feen ina 
multiplying glafs, it will be confufed rather than enlightened. ‘The 
common people cannot feparate a chain of arguments, They lofe one 
in another. And, in the arguments you ufe, if you dwell only oa 
the moft prominent parts, you may maxe an impreflion, which a lon 
detail, though equally good in its kind, cannot do.——In fhort, it 
feems to be one of the preacher’s great points to draw his fubjeét into 
fo compact a form, that his congregation may have a complete view of 
the «hole. 

«* An illuftration may fometimes not only explain a point, but have 
the weight of an argument with fome hearers ; at leaft, it is a vehicle 
which makes advice the better remembered. 

«© With regard to language, if youavoid vulgarity, and low ideas, 
it cannot be too eafy. Long fentences are apt to produce confufion, 
Shorten them as much as you can, and have an eye chiefly to perfpi- 
cuity and eafe, 

** Sermons, conftructed on the plan here defcribed, the author hath 
thought, from long experience, to be the moft ufeful in a country con- 
gregation. Some preachers have the power of faftening the attention 
of a congregation for more than an hour together. He certainly 
fhould not wifh to check fuch preachers: but with numbers, it may be 
feared, fuch attempts will be very feeble. In general, perhaps half that 
fime 1s as long as a country congregation can be brought to attend, At 


_— as much may be faid in that time as they can well carry off” 
° Vi. 


The Sermons, according to the author, are not, in general, 
¢* more than common parith difcourfes” ; but they are of the 
mo 
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moft judicious and vfeful kind. They are twenty-five in num- 
ber ; and the fubje@s are foch as cannot fail to intereft and in- 
ftrnét the generality of readers. 


«* Serm. I. On the gradual efs OF verbal prophecy, 
Hi, On opical hen and particularly on the lifting up 
of the brazen ferpent in the wildernefs, 
Itt, On the liberty of the gofpel. 
IV. On the parable of the di talents, 
V. On the called and chofen, 
VI. Odor fin will find usout, _ 
re eee: 7 of Balaam, 
VIII, Strangers and pilgrims on earth, 
IX. See ee ye fall not out by the way, 
X. What thall I do to be faved ? 
XI, On fpiritual ftewardthip. 
XH, Promife of the life that now is, 
Xl, On affli&ion. 
XIV, God's mercies opr comfort in affliftion, 
XV. On the Providence of God. 
XVI, On mixing religion with the affairs of life, 
XVII, The Lord’s cup, 
XVIII, - On the sled of the gofpel, 
XIX, On felf-examination. — 
XX. The hufbandman, 
XXII, It is finithed, 
XXI1i, -The hoor cometh, 
XXHI. Chriftian joy, 
XXIV. The rich man, and Lazarus, 
XXV. The peace of God,” 


Befides thefe, there are thirty-feven of the fhorter fketches, 
which Mr. Gilpin calls Hints for Sermons; and on thefe Hints 
much may certainly be built by found andable divines. Fromthe 
fecond difcourfe we fhall chiefly make fele€tions, as explaining 
very clearly the fubje& of types, of which Chriftians in ge- 
neral are extremely ignorant, and thofe who are fanatical 
make an éxtravagant ufe. ‘Types are thus explained and il- 
Jufirated by Mr. G. 


‘* But to render the proof from prophecy yet ftronger, it pleafed 
God to give mankind a only nat prophecies, but the deine 
hkewife of types. A written prophecy differs from a prophecy by a 
type in this; the one is a prophecy by words—the other by aéions. 
Thus, for inftance, the prophet fe ers of Chrift’s death, fays 
bis foul {that is, his life) fall be le an fering for fin. ‘Thisis a 
prophecy of our Saviour’s death in qwords. In another part of {crip- 
ture we read, that Abraham was ordered to facrifice his only fon Ifaac, 
This was a prophecy of Chrift’s death by an adion—that 1s, by a type. 
Again, David prophecying of Chrift’s refurrection, fays, Thox awilt 
wot leave my foul in bell (that is, in the gtave) neither wilt thon fuffer A 
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bely Owe to fee corruption. This is a prophecy in words, In another 
part of f{cripture we read, that Jonah was fwallowed by a great fith, and 
remained three days and three nights in its belly ; and afterwards cams 
to light. ‘This is a prophecy of our Saviour's refurreftion by an ac- 
tion—that is, by a type.” P. 15. . 


Soon after, the conditions which decide an action to be ty- 
pical are duly ftated. 


** Weexpeét, in the firft place, that an action, in order to be confi- 
dered asa types fhould be exprefsly matked, and applied as fuch by 
fome infpired perfon. Thus cae 
our Saviour himfelf, ‘When the Pharifees afked him for a fign, he 
tells them he would give them no. figa, but the fign of the prophet 
Jonah. For as ‘Jonah was three days and three nights inthe whale’s 
bell; A fo feall the fan of man be three days, and three nights in the heart 
oF i earth. ' 

** Bat, fecondly, though an action may not be exprefsly applied as 
a type by any infpired perfon, yet {till it may be confidered as one, if 
it ftand.conneéted with a number of other ations of a like kind, 
which are themfelves applied as types. ‘Thus we confider the facri- 
fices, and atoning rites of the Jewith law, as types, or typical pro- 
phefies, of our Saviour’s atonement for fin ; moft of them being men- 
tioned as fuch in the new Teftament, pariicularly in the Epittle to the 
Hebrews. Yetthere are fome, which are not mentioned, Thhs, for 
inftance, the high-prieft’s confefling the fins of the people over the 
{cape-goat, which was turned loofe into the wildernefs, is no where, 
as F recolleét, mentioned as a type: yet it may, notwithftanding, be 
fairly confidered as fuch, not merely becaufe of its refemblance ; but 
becaufe it ftlands connected with a number of other aétions, which are 
exprefsly mentioned as types.” P. 17. 


The preacher then dwells more particularly on the brazen 
Serpent, fet up by Mofés in the Wildernefs, as a type of Chrift, 
After dwelling on the circumftances of the type with great 
clearnefs, the author applies it finally to the Chriftian do&trine 
of atonement, 


** But particularly we fee the great force which the type of the 
brazen ferpent gives to the grand doctrine of the atonement of Chrift; 
which is, in the opinion of all fober Chriflians, the moft comfortable 
doirine that ever was revealed to man. 

** But it is mytlerious, fays the det. 

«* Aye, furely ; and fo is every pile of grafs you tread on, _ But the 
queftion is not, whether a thing be myfterious—for ail things are myf- 
terious—but whether the hiftory be fupported by evidence ? The pile 
of grafs appeals to all nature, for its being the work of God ; and the 
trath of Chrift’s atonement, however myiterious, is fupported by evi- 
dence equally ftrong-——J¢ refts on all the evidence that fcripture can 
give—on the prophetic parts of the old Teftament, and on the hifto- 
rical and epiftolary parts of the new, Indeed it appears to be a doc- 
trjne fo interwoven with feripture, that he who rejects. it “= rejed 
cripture 
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feripture alfo, That experiment the deift himfelf commonly thinks 
too hardy. But he rejects it in effect by garbling it. 

«« This great doctrine is fupported alfo by the analogy of God's 
moral government, under which we.all act as a kind of redeemers and 
mediators among each other, in our own little temporal affairs. 

«* Nor is it a weak argument in favour of this doctrine, when we 
appeal to our own feelings. We mutt be confcious, when we-look into 
ourfelves, of fuch unworchinefs, as muft entirely difqualify us for the 
divine favour, without fome better introdu€tion than our own. It is 
an opinion ftrongly implanted in our nature, Guilt always wifhes for 
fupport.” P,22, 


We fhould obje& to this paflage, only the mention of the 
Deift, an animal unknown in general to country congregations, 
and better concealed from their view than exhibited, though it 
be merely to'expofe him, ‘The fifth Sermon, on ** Many are 
called, but few chofen”, is calcmlated to be eminently ufeful, 
efpecially where enthufjafts have been endeavouring to circu- 
late their falfe notions of eleion, The Sermon on Balaam is 
alfo of a very edifying kind. ‘Their general charaéter is that 
of clear and found inftru@ion, conveyed in neat language, but 
without any attempt at ornament, any further than as illuftra- 
tion may convey inftrudtion, Of the Hints for Sermons, we 
cannot give a betier idea than by infetting one of them entire ; 
and for this purpofe we. fhall fele&t one, wherein the author 
moft wifely and judicioufly touches a fubje&, on which many 
modern divines have allowed themfelves to write and to talk, 
in our opinion, very prefumptnoufly. 


** And thefe foall go away into everlafting punifhment.—Miatt, xxv. 46. 

“* The eternity of future punifhments:hath occafioned much con- 
troverfy among divines. Inftead of taking part with either fide, lam 
rather inclined to Shew the impropriety of bringing the queftion at all 
into difcuffion. 

‘¢ In the firft place, as enquiries of this kind muft end, as they be- 
gan, in uncertainty, itis uflefs to difcufs them, Wecan know nothing 
on the fubjeét but from {cripture, and we fee {cripture is not fo decifive 
as to prevent cifputes. 

** Secondly, enquiries of thiskind argue fome degree of diftroft in 
providence. God Almighty has declared himfelf in pumberlefs paf- 
fages of fcripture to be a righteous judge—a juft rewarder, and a juft 
punifher of all our actions, What need we enquire farther? Do we 
diftruft his word ?—When a man makes me a promife, if I believe him 
to be an honeft man, I fimply take his word. But if I have any 
doubt, 1 begin to enquire how he means to perform what he promifed, 
Let us not then fhew fuch diftruft to God. He has affured us that he 
isa righteous judge, Letus therefore depend upon his word, without 
enquiring into the means he propofes, 

** IT would obferve farther, that the difcuffion of fuch a queftion ap- 
pearsulfg to have a bad tendency. Notwithitgnding all the influence sf 
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ciernal punifhment, vice cannot be kept in awe. Woold yoo then 
foofen a tic, which does not at all appear too ftri€t ? Et injures certainly 
no man to have his fears imprefied im this cafe; buehas rather a good 
tendency. If it were once fairly eftablifhed, that fatare punifhments 
were nat eternal, it might fet the inclinations of many a licentions 
man at liherty, and open a wide door to fin. It may, no doubt, be the 
fecret with of many to find foch a theory sight; but I fuppofe, in ge- 
neral, the converts to it would be fuch as wifhed rather to cafe their 
fears, than to cure their infidelity. As thefe therefore will be the 
chief perfons who will attend te your arguments, I fhould think it 
would be of more fervice to religion, to leave them to theirjown con- 
jeQtures. They become. nice caiuits for no reafon but to become fafc 
finers. 

** To thefe confiderations againft examining this infcrutable point, 
let me add, that it has the appearance of prefumption alfo, and a caft 
of irreligion. Far be it from me to mark with eae many 

ood le, who have taken up this argument. ings appear to 
SiSeeent pérfons in different Lights, I daly mention ‘siden, nades 
which i Prikes me. God feems plainly, for his own wife reafons, to 
have left this great point uncertain at leaft—or, if not uncertain, Jean- 
ing rather towards the pofitive file. Whatever his reafons are, it is 
not our bufinefs to enquire, We ought to fhut up all our enquiries 
with that reverence that is due to the infcrotable counfels of God. 

“ Toconclude: asthe mind of man moft think, it will natarally 
fall om this as well as other topics; and every mind will have its own 
fentiments. All therefore that F contend for is, that when the fabjeét 
is fo uncertain, and a miftake fo dangerous, we fhould rather think in 
private, than run the rifk of mifleading others, in a pomt which, if 
seat, » might be of dangerous confequence ; and can hardly in any 

ight be of importance, 


*« The only real ground of the enquiry is, to widicate the jaflice of 


God; but he, whofe faith is fo ungrounded, as to fland in need of fo 
precarious and uncertain a vindication, I fear is in the ftate of thofe 
perfons, who, if they beliewe wor Mofes and the prophets, neither will sbey 
be perfuaded though one rofe from ihe dead. Uf the numberlefs intimations, 
which God hath given us of his wifdom and goodnefs in the revela- 
zion of his will, have no effeét upon them, | fhould not hope for much 
good “a their being convinced, that future punithments are sar eter- 
A” P. 397. 


Pidie 


On this fabjeét, for the very wife reafons here alledged, we 
do not invite, but, on the contrary, moft earneftly deprecate 
further difcufhon ; which would be more likely to unfettle 
rmany ihinds, than to improve even a fingle chriftian. The 
weightof Mr. Gilpin’s fuggeftions, let thofe in particular efti- 
mate, who have been prone to indulge in fuch fpeculations 5 
and without neceflity to hazasd the publifhing of their notions, 
with as much eagernefs as if Religion itfelf depended on the 
difcudjon. 


Art. 
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Art. 1V. The true Hiftory of the Congueft of Mexico, by Cap- 
tain Bernal Diaz del Caftilio, One of the Conquerors, Written 
in the Year 1568. Tranflated from the original Spanifh, by 

« Maurice Keatinge, Ef/g. 4to. 514 pp. al. 5s. Wright. 
1800. 


"a original of the work here prefented to the public, has 
been already reviewed by a critic of no common note ; 
we mean Dr. William Robertfon, the hiftorian of America, 
As his opinion coincides with our own, and probably with that 
of every other reader of the Hiftoria Verdadera de la Conquefte 
dela Neuve Efpagna, we thall take the liberty of fubjoining ic. 
When Bernal Diaz, who had been an adventurer in each of the 
expeditions to New Spain, and who was the companian of 
Cortez himfelf in all his battles and perils, ‘* found that nei- 
ther he himfelf, nor many of his fellow-foldiers, were once 
mentioned by Gomara, but that the fame of all their exploits 
was afcribed to Cortez, the gallant veteran laid hold of isis pen 
with indignation, and compofed his. True Hiltory, It con- 
tains a prolix, minute, confufed narrative of all Cortez’s ope- 
rations, in fuch a rude, vulgar {tyle, as might be expected from 
an illiterate foldier. But as he relates tranfactions, of which 
he was witnefs, and in which he performed a confiderable part, 
his account bears all the marks of authenticity, and is accom- 
panied with fuch a pleafant nafveré, with fuch interelting de- 
tails, with fuch amufing vanity, and yet fo pardonable in an 
old foldier who had been (as he boafts) in a hundred and nine- 
teen battles, as renders his book one of the moft fingular that 
is to be found in any language.”  Robdertfon’s America, vol. ii. 
. 418. 

, Such is the original of the work now beforeus. The Eng- 
lifh reader, however, who approaches the tranflation with an 
idea of finding in it the “ prolixity, rudenefs, and confufion,” 
obferved by Dr. Robertfon, will be very agreeably difappoint- 
ed. The magic hand of the tranflator has removed them all, 
and prefented us, without the moft trifling deviation from the 
fenfe of the original, and without the fmalleft diminution of 
its bewitching naiveté, with a clear, comprehenfive, and con- 
fiftent narrative, as entertaining as it is ‘* fingular,” as in{truc- 
tive as it is important. 

. No violent means have been adopted to effe& this beneficial 
change. The Aiftoria Verdadera confilts, if we recollect 
rightly, of two hundred and twenty chapters ; each of which, 
except the firft, from the garrtlity incident to old age, and ef- 
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fentially fo to an old foldier, who loves to fight over the battles 
he has won, begins with a tedious recapitulation of the con- 
tents of the preceding, and concludes with a formal anticipa- 
tion of the fubje& of the following chapter ; fo that the ftory.is, 
in effe&, twice or thrice told. Thefe head and tail pieces have 
been removed, with equal judgment and fuccefs ; and the 
work, thus difencumbered and methodized, is now merely di- 
vided into three Parts, which are again fubdivided into twenty- 
one Chapters. 

We have thought it neceffary to fay thus mnch, becaufe the 
very ingenious tranflator, Maurice nonin Efq. (agentleman, 
we underftand, of rank and fortune in Ireland,and a member of 
the Imperial Parliament) has not prefixed any notices by way 
of preface, or otherwife ; thongh he certainly might have mo- 
deftly advanced fome claims tothe attention and gratitude of 
the Englifh reader. 

But it is time to proceed to the tranflation ; and we cannot 
begin better than with the author’s introduétion, which con- 
tains the motives for writing what he calls, and what we 
implicitly believe to be, his ** True Hiftory.” 


«« I Bernal Diaz del Caftillo, regidor of this loyal’ city of Guati- 
mala, and author of the following moft true hiftory, during the time I 
was eae | the fame, happened to fee a work ¢ompofed by Francifco 
Lopez de Gomara, the elegance of which made me blufh-for the vul- 

arity of my own, and throw down my pen in defpair. But when I 

d read it, I found that the whole was a mifreprefentation, and alfo 
that in his extraordinary exaggerations of the numbers of the natives, 
and of thofe who were killed in the different battles, his account was 
utterly unworthy of belief. We never much exceeded four hundred 
men, and if we had found fuch numbers bound hand and foot, we 
could not have put them to death. But the fact was, we had enough 
to do to protect ourfelves, for 1 vow to God, and fay Amen thereto, 
that we were every day repeating our prayers, and fupplicating to be 
delivered from the perils that furroanded us.” P. iii. 

‘© But why fhould I wafle paper and ink in the deteétion of his na- 
merous errors; I will therefore proceed with my relation, for accord- 
ing to what the wife fay, the art and beauty of hiftorical compofition is, 
to write the truth; and proceeding upon this rule, with fuch embellith- 
gent and ornament as] fhall hereafter judge expedient, I will relate and 
bring into full light the conqueft of New Spain, and the heroic fer- 
vices of us the true conquerors, who with our fmall numbers, under the 
adventurous and brave Captain Hernando Cortes, and with great 
danger and ny oy gained to his Majefty this rich country ; for 
which fervice his Mayefty has frequently iffued his orders that we 
Should be amply rewarded.” P. iv. 

«« The following hiftory I have brought te its conclufion, in the 
loyal city of Guatimala, the refidence of the royal court of audience, 
on this twenty fixth of February, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
fand five hundred and feventy two.” P, v, : 
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It appears that Bernal Diaz left Caftille in 1514, and that 
his firft expedition was a predatory one along the coalts of 
Yucatan; from this part of the narrative we thall give a fhore . 
extraGt, becaufe it contains an incident which had fome ina 
fluence on the future conquelt of Mexico. 


«© We filled our cakks, and jvft as we had finifhed, about fifty In- 
dians dreffed in cotton mantles and to all appearance chiefs, approach- 
ed us, enquiring by figns what we wanted ; to which we replied iu 
the fame manner, that we came for water, and were returning to our 
veflels. ‘They then pointed to the Eaft, by way of aking if we came 
from that quarter, repeating feveral times the word ‘ Cajftillan;” 
after whieh they invited us to their town, to which we psoceeded with 
them, and arrived at fome large, and very well conftruced buildings 
of lime and ftone, with figures of ferpents and of idols painted upon 
the walls. When we entered thefe temples, for fuch they were, we 

received about one of the altars traces of blood frefh fpilled ; there 
were alfo feveral idolatrous figures and fymbols, all which contributed 
to imprefs us with furprife and horror, During this time the Indians 
behaved peaceably, but collected in great numbers, which put us upon 
our guard though they appeared only to be attraéted by curiofity, A 
body of natives foon appeared, drefled in very ragged mantles, and 
each bearing a bundle of dry reeds, which having depofited together, 
they retired. After them came two bodies of warriors, each com. 
manded by its captain, who drew them up oppofite to us ; imme- 
diately after which, ten priefts rufhed out of an adjoining temple. — 
They were drefied in loofe robes of white cotton, their long hair was 
clotted with blood, and matted and twilted together fo as to be appa- 
rently impoffible to be feparated ; they had in their hands veffels con- 
taining fire and aromatics, with which they ee us, makin 
figns at the fame time, that unlefs we quitted their Country before the 
fuel lying by us was confuined, they would put ustudeath. They 
then kindled the faggots, and retired without doing any thing more. 
The warriors however began to make a noife by whiitling, founding 

their horns, and drums. . Thefe formidable preparations made us think 
it moft prudent to retire, which we accordingly did, and regaining our 
boats on board of which the water cafks had been already put, we 
embarked, and reaching our veffels, proceeded on our voyage.” P. ¢. 


The authors fecond expedition was to the fame coaft. It 
was rather more fortunate than the former. Some gold was 
collected, the name of the Mexicans was firft heard, and the 
ideas formed of their wealth were more than fufficient to tempt 
Velafquez, the governor of Cuba, a rapacious and brutal tyrant, 
to forward a {cheme for invading and plundering them. 

For this purpofe, fhips and men were provided, and nothing 
feemed wanting but a chief: Vafco Porcallo was propofed 5 
but he was a man of quality ; and Velafquez wanted a per- 
fon whom he might retain in a ftate of dependence on himfelt ; 
for, though he was greedy of money, he was no lels jealous 
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of power. It was now that the future conqueror of Mexico 
firft appeared -on the ftage: his introduction is curious; it is 
marked by that artifice which diftinguifhes almoft every aQion 
of his life, and which every hiftorian but honeft Diaz has un- 
accountably overlooked. 


«* Juft at this time Andres de Duero, fecretary to the governor, and 
Amador de Lares, the Contador of his Majefty in Cuba, made a pri- 
vate propofal toa met neo Hidalgo named Hernando Cortes, a na- 
tive of Medellin in Eftremadura, and fon of Martin Cortes de Mon- 
roy, and of Catalina Pizarro Altamirano, both, though poor, Hidal. 
gos, and of the good lineages of that province. Hernando Cortes 
pofleffed a property in the Ifland of Cuba, had been twice Alcalde 
there, and had lately from motives of inclination married a lady 
named Donna Catalina Suarez Pacheco, daughter of Diego Suarez 
Pacheco of Avila, and of Maria de Mercaida a Bifcayan. This 
marriage brought much trouble upon Cortes, and he was frequently in 
confinement by the interference of D. Velafquez. Leaving this to be 
related more fully by others, I will now however proceed in my narra- 
tive of what took place between Cortes and the Secretary and Con- 
tador. Thele two officers, the particular confidential friends of Velaf- 
quez, agreed with Cortes to procure by their interéft ‘with the go- 
vetnor his appointment to the command of the armament, on condi- 
tion of his giving them, each, equal parts with himfelf, in the treafure 
which fhould come to his fhare; for the commiffion was to be extend- 
ed no farther than barter and obtaining gold, and not to colonization, 
This being agreed amongft them, the Secretary and Contador took 
fuch meafures, praifing and recommending Cortes, and vouching for 
his fidelity, to Velafquez, who had ftood as father to him at his mar- 
riage, that they fucceeded in obtaining the commiffion for him, which, 
it being the office of the Secretary to draw it up, was done as the 
proverb fays with very good ink, and fully ratified, according to the 
with of Cortes. 

‘¢ As foon as the appointment was made public, to fome it gave fa- 
tisfaction, and others were difpleafed at it; and one Sunday, the go- 
vernor going as ufual to mafs attended by the moft refpetable perfons 
of the town and neighbourhood, he placed Hernando Cortes by way 
of diftinétion on his right hand; upon which oceafion one Cervantes; 
called the mad, a kind of buffoon, ran before them repeating his ab- 
furdities fuch as, ‘‘ Huzza for my maftet Diego, what a captain has he 
chofen! and how foon he will lofe his fleet!” With much of that 
kind, but all having a malicious tendency. Andres de Duero who 
was prefent cuffed him, and bid him be filent, faying he well knew 
that he repeated what others put in his mouth, but the rogue perfe- 
vered, adding, that he weuld quit his old mafter, and follow the for- 
tunes of Cortes. It was certain that the relations of Velafquez hired 
him to repeat thofe things under the colour of folly, and to alarm the 
governor; but all he faid turned out literally true. 

** Cortes immediately on his appointment proceeded with the 
gteateit activity in making bis preparations; he alfo drefled and oes 
pear 
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peared in much Foow ftate as to his own perfon than before ; wears | 
ing a plume of feathers, and a gold medal in his cap, which ornaments 
became him very well. His funds wese very inadequate to this ex- 
pence, for he was much indebted and difirefled, although he bad a 

d eftate; being very extravagant, both as to himfelf and the drefs 
and @ate of his wife ; but certain merchants, bisfriends, named Jaime 
or Jeronymo Tria, and Pedro de Xeres, perceiving that he was rifing 
jn the world, and fortune likely to favour him, advanced him foue 
thoufand crowns in money, and merchandizes alfo, upon his property. 
With this, he caufed to be made a ftandard of gold and velvet, with 
the royal arms and a cgpfs embroidered thereon, and a latin motto, the 
meaning of which was, ‘* Brothers follow this holy crofs with true 
faith, for with ic we fhall conquer.” P. 25. 


Velafquez inftantly repented of what he had done, and took 
many extraordinary fteps to deprive Cortes of his command. 
He had to do, however, with a man fuperior to him in his own 
arts,and was conftantly baffled. Omitting thefe, we thail pro- 
ceed to Cozumel, where Diaz had formerly touched. Here, 
fays the author, 


«¢ Cortes now fent for me and a Bifcayan named Martin Ramos, in 
order to queftion us as to our opinions of the meaning of the word 
«¢ Caftillan,” fo frequently repeated by the Indians of Cotoche, when. 
we came with Captain Hernandez de Cordova; adding that he was 
conviarced that it muft allude to fome Spaniards in that country : for 
which reafon, he queftioned the native chiefs upon the fubject. They 
all anfwered in the affirmative, and certain Indian merchants then ia 
Cozumel .affured us that they had f{poken to them a few days before, 
Cortes was anxious to obtain their releafe, and being informed that 
compenfation would be expected, he amply provided his metlengers 
for the purpofe. By thefe perfons he fent letters to them, and he or- 
dered for this fervice two light veffels, with twenty crofsbow-men and 
mutketeers under the command of Diego de Ordas. One fhip was 
to remain at the point of Cotoche for eight days, while the mediengers 
went and returned, and the fecond was to bring the report to Cories 
how the bufinefs proceeded. 

** The places where the Spaniards were faid to refide, were diftant 
from the point of Cotoche only about four leagues, The letter whick 
Cortes fent was as follows, ‘* Gentlemen and brothers; here in Co- 
zumel I have been informed that you are detained prifoners by a ca- 
cigue: I regueft as a favour that you will forthwith join me. I fend 
a fhip and foldiers, with whatever is neceflary for your ranfom; they 
have orders to wait eight days, but cdme with all difpatch to me, from 
whom you fhall receive every affilance and prote¢tion. Iam here with 
eleven thips and five hundred foldiers, with which 1 will, with the 
affitance of God, proceed to Tabafco, Pontonchan, &c. &c.” P. 34. 


This letter, which originated in the General’s own fagacity, 
procured him a Spanifh prifyner, Jerome de Aguilar, who 
{poke 
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fpoke the language of the country, and was of fingular fervicé 
to him in his warfare along the coaft, when he loft feveral of 
his men ; and was indebted for his perfonal fafety to the terror 
of the Indians at the fight of his horfes, animals which they 
could not comprehend. | 

In the laft ftruggte numbers of the Spaniards were wounded, 
but only two killed ; while more than eight hundred of the 
Indians lay dead on the field. This great difparity the Spanifh 
hiftorians afcribe to the appearance of St. Jago on a white 
horfe ; and it is amufing to obferve the embarrallment of the 
old fuldier on the occafion. His fuperftition and his veracit 
are at variance, and it is not without a {truggle that the latter 
prevails. 


«* In his account of this ation Gomara fays, that previous to the 
arrival of the main body of cavalry under Cortes, Francifco de Morla 
appeared in the field upon a grey dappled horfe, and that it was one of 
the holy apoftles, St. Peter or St. Jago, difguifed under his perfon. I 
fay, that all our works and victories are guided by the hand of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and that in this battle, there were fo many enemies 
toevery one of us, that they could have buried us under the duft they 
could have held in their bands, bur that the great mercy of God aided 
us throughout, What Gomard aflerts might be the cafe, and I, finner 
as I am, was not worthy to be permitted to fee it. What I did fee 
was, Francifco de Morla riding in company with Cortes and the reft 
upon a chefnut horfe, and that circumftance, and all the others of that 
day appear to me at this moment that I am writing, as if actually 
pafling in the view of thefe finful eyes. But although I, unworthy 
finner that I am, was unfit to behold either of thofe holy apoftles, up- 
wards of four hundred of us were prefent, let their teftimony be taken, 
Let enquiry alfo be made how it happened, that when the town was 
founded on that fpot, it was not named after one or other of thofe holy 
apofttles, and called St. Jago de la Vitoria, or St. Pedro de la Vitoria, 
as it was Santa Maria, and a church erected and dedicated to one of 
thofe holy faints. Very bad chriftians were we indeed, according to 
the account of Gomara, who when God fent us his apoftles to fight at 
our head, did not every day after acknowledge and return thanks for 
{o great a mercy! Would to heaven that it were fo, but until I read 
the chronicle of Gomara I never heard of it, nor was it ever mention. 
ed amongtt the conquerors who were then prefent.” P. 47. 


Though St. James, however, did not appear.on the day of 


battle, a perfon was dcilined to be brought forward on the fuc- 


ceeding one, who had a material influence on the deftiny of 
America ; this was the ** excellent Donna Marina,” as the 
author calls her, a woman born for the deftru€tion of her 
country. She was a Mexican, who fpeedily acquired the Spa- 
vith language, and being married to Cortes, to whom fhe was 
extremely attached, became interpreter to the army, and facili- 


tated the downfal of a mighty empire. 
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«* On the enfuing day, an altar being built and the crucifix erefted, 
the town of Tabafco changed its name for that of Santa Maria de la 
Vitoria. The twenty Indian women who had been brought to us, 
were upon this occafion baptized, the Rev. Father Bartholome de Ol- 
medo preaching to them many things touching our holy faith. 
Donna Marina, the principal of them, was a woman of high rank, 
which indeed fhe fhewed in her appearance; and thefe were the firft 
chriftian women in New Spain.” P. 50. 


The reader may fmile, or fhudder, at the abfurdity of the 
** good things” there preached to a number of trembling cap- 
tives, ignorant of was what faid; but will do agreat inj ice to 
Olmedo, if he confounds him in his mind with fuch charaéers 
as the blood-f{tained prieft who accompanied the ferocious Pi- 
zarro. Olmedo was a pious, rational, and benevolent man ; 
the conftant and intrepid friend of humanity ; and, like many 
of the firft miffionaries, an honour and a blefling to the peo- 
ple, and the age in which he lived. 

Montezuma had been informed of the drefs, arms, &c. of 
the Spaniards, by thofe who had feen them in the fecond expe- 
dition to Yucatan; the accounts, however, were neceffarily fo 
vague, that they infpired him with equal curiofity and terror. 

hen he heard, therefore, that they Were again on the coaft, 
he fent ambaflador after ambaffador, to collect more genuine 
information. The firft interview is thus defcribed : 


‘* At the appointed time, on the day of the fealt of the refurreAion, 
a nobleman named Tendile who was the governor {poken of, accom. 
panied by Pitalpitoque afterwards called Ovandillo, and attended by a 
great train of followers bearing various articles of provifion, with much 
refpe&t and ceremony, advanced, and made three reverences to Cortes 
and the foldiers who were about him. Cortes went to meet and bid 
the two chiefs welcome: he then caufed mafs to be faid, after. which 
the tables were placed, and he together with certain of his captains and 
the two Mexican lords, fat down to dinner. Their repaft ended, and 
having withdrawn together he informed them, that he was the vaflal of 
the greateft prince in the world, who had fent us thither, to wait upon 
the king of thofe countries, whofe fame had reached him, in order to 
contracta treaty of peace and amare and to tell many things to him of 
the greateft import to be known, ‘To this Tendile fomewhat haughtily 
replied, faying, «« How is this? You are bur juft arrived, and you 
talk of fering our monarch: fé¢eive this prefent which he fends you, 
and it is time enough to think-ef,other things afterwards.” He then 
took ont of a cheft many pieces of gold well wrought, which he pre« 
fented to Cortes, together with ten loads of fine mantles of white cot- 
ton adorned with plumage ; and many other things, which, it being fo 
long ago, I do not recolleet.” P. gs. 
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Thefe pieces of gold, and others which were afterwards brought, 
had their natural effeéts on the mind of Cortes. Avarice, of the 


moft fordid and deteftable kind, was his ruling and only paf. ar 
fion ; when, therefore, he found that he had exhaufted'the pre- M 
fents and the patience of Montezuma, who would’ admit of no th 
further intercourfe, he turned, fays Diaz, “ to fome of us who ot 
were prefent, and faid : : th 

** Truly this is a great monarch, and rich: with the permiffion of “ 


God we muft fee him.” "To which all the foldiers replied, that they rat 
were seady to march, At this moment the bell tolled for the Ave ~ 
Maria, and all of us fell on our knees, before the holy crofs.” P ‘5g, | 


Marching to Mexico, however, with his {mall force was ; 
{titi a hopelefs event ; when it was facilitated by an occurrence, wh 
which, in more recent times, and among more civilized people, Co 
has frequently involved whole ftates in one general deftrudtion, wh 
The people of Zempoalla, a diftri€t on the road to Mexico, anc 
had been recently added to the fubje&ts of Montezuma: they inf 
now came to Cortes to complain of his tyranny, and to folicit My 
his affiftance in fhaking off the yoke. “This was precifely 
what that general wanted ; he affured them of his prote€tion, var 
and immediately marched into the country, under their guid. the 
ance. vi 

*« Early in the morning we proceeded under the condu& of our fas 
friendly Indians, and fent forward to the chief of Cempoal to inform Hi: 
him of our approach. When wecame within a league of the place, ass 
we were met by twenty principal perfons, who prefenting Cortes and the 
eavalry with very odorifetous flowers tied in bunches, told him, that " 
they came with an excufe on the part of their chief, who was fo fat Bm tage 
and unwieldy that he was not able to come ont, but had fent them to By tow 
invite us to his town. Cortes thanked them, and we proceeded. When we | 
we entered, we were furprifed with the beauty of the buildings and Bi abo 
fituations, and the various plantations of trees.. All the ftreets as we fupe 


pafled were filled with men and women, attracted by curiofity. Our then 
advanced guard having gone to. the ms fquare, the buildings of i him. 
which had been lately whitewathed and plaftered, in which art 

ople are very expert, one of our horfemen was fo ftruck with the 
fplendor of their appearance in the fun, that he came back in full 
ipeed to Cortes, to tell him that the walls of the houfes were of filveh 

‘hen we came to know the reality we all laughed heartily at him, and 
ufed in facure to fay that every thing that was white, was filver in his 
eyes. ‘Thefe buildings were appointed for our lodgings, and lar 
apartments afligned to us, which contained the whole; and here the 
fat cacique, for fo lam in fature to call him, came to pay his refped® 
to Cortes. ‘They had provided an entertainment for us, with bakes 
of plums, and bread of maize. We-were well pleafed with our fi 
tion, and named the town Villa Viciofa; though fome called it 
ville, Cortes ordered that the foldiers fhould give no umbrage to tt 


nhabitants, and that we fhould for that reafon remain in our quarter: 
», 67. 
At 
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At this place, Cortes put in practice one of thofe deteftable 
artifices, for which nature had fo fpecially qualified _ him, 
Montezuma had fent five noblemen to Zempoallato collec 
the taxes ; thefe Cortes commanded the natives to feize, and 
otherwife ill ufe ; he then ordered it to be proclaimed through 
the country, that the Zempoallans had renounced all obedience 
to Montezuma ; and when he had thus involved the people in 
f the guilt of rebeliion, and fecured their afliftance, he privately 


Y fent for the officers, and. afked them, 
3 .* as if ignorant of what had happened, what country R, be- 
‘ longed to, and why they were kept prifeners. ‘They anfwered, 
$ «s That they had been feized by thé caciqués and people of that town, — 
- who. were favoured and encouraged in it by him and us.” ‘To this 
Cy Cortes replied, ‘‘ That he knew nothing of it, and was very forry for 
De what had happened,” He then caufed food to be brought to them, 
9 and treating them with great kindnefs, defired that they would go and 
cy inform their fovereign how much he wifhed to. be his friend and fer- 
it vant.” P. 71. ; 
ly The fuccefs of this notable trick feems to have raifed the 
D, vanity of Cortes to an extravagant pitch, and called: forth all 
d- the bad propenfities of his mind. He continued, it is true, 
vigilant, active, and intrepid ; but bis arrogance, ferocity, and 
ut favage thirft of blood, vilibly increafed from this. moment. 


His firlt exploit, however, was what Diaz feems to confider 
as a facetious one, : 


rm 

ce, 

- | «¢ The fat cacique now waited on Cortes, to complain of the out. 
fat rages committed by.a garrifon of Mexican troops which occupiéd'a 
to town called Cingapacinga, nine leagues diftant from the place where 

hea we were. After fome confideration, Cortes laughing faid to thofe 

and about him, ‘* Gentlemen you fee that thefe people efteem us to be a 

we fuperior race of beings, let us encourage the prejudice, and imprefs 

Our fae «them with the idea that one of us is enough to drive an army before 

off him. For this purpofe I will fend old Heredia the Bifcayan muf- 

hefe keteer, whofe fierce and fcarred face, great beard, one eye, and lame 
the Man leg, willterrify them.” This man had been a foldier in Italy. Cortes 
full ae told him when he had got as far as the river to fire a mofket as a fignal, 
for he did this only to try how far the credulity of the Indians in our 
favor would carry them. Heredia being prefent, he called to the ca- 
ciques faying, ‘* Go with this Teule, whom I fend to kill or make 
prifoners all your enemies.” ‘The caciques.fet out with their party 
accordingly, being headed by the old foldier, who went firing his 
mufket before them out of the town.. As foon as he arrived at the 
river he gave the fignal, and Cortes fent to ftop them, having fuffi- 
ciently tried their faith, and when they returned he ‘laeo them 


that it was his intention to proceed againft their enemies with his 
whole force.” P. 74, 
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a6 Burke on Scarcity. 


Such was the wanton ufe he made of the credulity of his 
allies, whofe blind attachment had already fnatehed him from 
a lingering death by famine, and fealed their own deftruction. 
In lefs than twenty years after this period, the whole race was 
annihilated ! 


(To be continued.) 





neil ‘ 


Art. V. Thoughts and Details on Scarcity, ara | oe a 
tothe Right Hon. William Pitt, in the Month of November, 
1795. By the late Right Hon. Edmund Burke. 8vo. 48 pp. 
1s. 6d. Rivingtons, and Hatchard. 1800. 


HE thoughts of this venerable politician, on any fubje&, can 
hardly tail to command our profound refpect and atten- 
tion. We fhall therefore give a mere extended account of the 
prefent work, than can be afforded to other tra&s on the 
Scarcity, which fo abound, as literally to cover our table. We 
colleét from the Preface, by the editor, which is dilated to 16 
pages, that Mr. Burke ftood high, both as a fcientific and a 
practical farmer; that he diligently {tudied agriculture, and 
the commerce conne€ed with and dependent upon it, as one 
of the moft confiderable branches of political economy ; that 
he was confulted, with great deference paid to his opinion, by 
Dr. Adam Smith, in the progrefs of his work on the Wealth 
af Nations; that he foon diftinguifhed himfelf in Parliament 
on thefe topics, particularly by his fupport ef the great perma- 
nent law for regulating our foreign corn-trade in 1772, and of 
the repeal of the ftatutes againft foreftallers ; and that he avail- 
ed himfelf of the advantage which his fame throughout Europe 
afforded him, to enlarge the fphere of his enquiries into the 
ftate of other countries, that he might benefit his own. 
Mr. B. intended to mould his ‘* Thoughts and Details" 
into a more popular fhape, in a feries of letters on rural econo- 


mics, to his triend Mr. Arthur Young ; but his attention was 


called off from this fubje&t by great political concerns, in 
which he was employed during the fhort remainder of his 
adtive and ufeful life. Some detached fragments of the firft 
letter to Mr. Young are inferted in the Memorial, which had 

been fairly copied, but probably not examined or corre&ed. 
The editor f{peaks, with premature contempt, of ‘ a par- 
liamentary charter granted to a company of very worthy and 
well-meaning perfens,’’ that is, the London Company for the 
manufacture 
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Burke on Scarcity. 37 


manutaéture of flour, meal, and bread. Here, as in the fol- 
lowing animadverfions upon the late enforcement of the com- 
muon law again{t foreftallers, and in the reft of the Pretace, 
the editor becomes an original author ; but as our concern is 
chiefly with Mr. Burke, we haften to place before our readers 
the fubftance of his Thoughts, and our own brief remarks upon 
them. 

Weare firft advifed againft an indifcreet tampering with the 
price of provifions, efpecially in the time of fcarcity. The 
duty of government is faid to be, to furnith the people with 
information, and to adminifter timely coercion ; to guide our 
judgment, and regulate our temper ; not to provide #@F us in 
our neceflities, which is beyond its power. Some objeétions 
are made to the terms poor, and labouring poor; but it is faid, 
with a mixture of humour and ferious truth, that ‘* when the 
poor rife to deftroy the rich, they at as wifely for their own 
purpofes, as when they burn mills, and throw corn into the 
river, to make bread cheap.” P.3. The expreffion, ‘* ance 
happy labourer,’ is {trongly reprobated ; and is, indeed, either 
a foolith or a fraudulent term. The condition of thofe who 
jabour is affirmed to be, * on the whole, extremely meliorated ; 
if more and better food be any ftandard of melioration.” It 
is aflerted, that under all the hardfhips of the year 1795, the 
labouring people did, either out of their gains, or from charity, 
fare better than in feafons of common plenty, 50 or 60, or 
even 44 years ago. That ‘* the rate of wages has not in- 
creafed with the nominal price of provifions,” is denied ; that 
it has flu@uated, is admitted ; and that it ought to do fo, is a@ 
ferted ; and it is jocofely added, that * the Sguires of Norfolk 
had dined, when they gave it as their opinion, that it might or 
ought to rife and fall with the market of provifions.” P. 5. 
The fcheme for a regulation of wages by juftices of the peace 
is condemned, and perhaps juftly ; but that they have * little 
or no knowledge of the fubje&,” we think is not generally 
the cafe throughout the kingdom. What follows, however, 
appears to be folid and found: 


“ The vulgar error on this fubject, arifes from a total confufion in 
the very idea of things widely different in themfelves ;—thofe of con- 
vention, and thofe of judicature. When a contract is making, it is a 
matter of difcretion and of intereft between the parties. In that in- 
tercourfe, and in what is to arife from tt, the parties are the matters. 
If they are not completely fo, they are not free, and therefore their 
contraéts are void. But this freedom has no further extent, when the 
contract is made; then their difcretionary powers expire, and a new 
order of things takes its origin. ‘Then, and not till then, and on a 
difference between the parties, the office of the judge commences. 
He cannot diétate the contract, It is his bufinefs to fee that it be ex- 


forced ; 

























+ Oe 2 


oy 
. 


oe a ee ep a RZ 
i : ee = ame 


-” 


SS 


So OR ae pe 
died - 


S . 


= Su... oa * 
ee 
ee 


fw 


WLS 
* 


i. 


~~ pt. = 


Et, 
—e * 


i ee 


Ys 


=e 
















— 
ans 


a 


- 


ae. 





op Se 


- 


4 ie ~ ore — “ae 


a 


” 2 
~~ aa : 
47 a4". Po - , 
— | < oo a! ’ 
os jn ee ss 


~ 


ee 
ar" 


Burke.on Scarcity. 


forced; provided that is not contrary to pre-exifting-laws, or obtained 


by force or fraud. If he is in any way a maker or regulator of the 
contract, in fo a,uch he is diftinguifhed from being a judge. But this 
fort of confufed difitibution of adminiftrative and judical charaers (of 
which we have already as mach asisfufficient, and alittle more) is not 
the only perplexity of notions and paflions which trouble us in the pre. 
fent hour.” P, &. 

The intere(ts of the farmer and the labourer are maintained 
to be the fame, and their free contraéts not to be onerous to 
cither party. 

An advance by authority of the price of labour is then 
ftrenuoufly combated, even in times and cafes of great diftrefs, 
We have reafon to apprehend, that the diftrefs of the poor at 
this prefent moment arifes more from the want of wor, than of 
fair wages. Our population (we think) has increafed, and the 
food of the poor has been meliorated, within 20 years, fafter 
than cur agricultural produce and our means of employment ; 
and though time, and wife provifions, may furnifh both thefe, 
yet at prefent we are exceedingly embarrailed by the want of 
them. Nocomplaint is now more comnton before magiftrates, 
than this from poor men; ‘ I am able and willing to work, 
but cannot get employ.” 


«* But what if the rate of hire to the labourer comes far fhort of 
his neceflary fubfifteace, and the calamity of the time is fo great as to 
threaten aétual famine? Is the poor labourer to be abandoned to the 
flinty heart and griping hand of bafe felf-intereft, fupported by the 
{word of law, efpecially when there is reafon to {uppofe that the very 
avarice of farmers themfelves has concurred with the errors of go- 
vernment, to bring famine on the land. Jn that cafe, my opinion is 
this : Whenever it happens that a man can claim nothing according to 
the rules of commerce, and the principles of juftice, he pailes out of 
that department, and comes within the jurifdi¢tion of mercy. In 
that province the magiflrate has nothing at all to do : his interference 
is a violation of the property which it 1s his office to prorect.”  P. 17, 

If this be meant of fpecial contra@s betwixt individual 
matters and labouregs, we do not objet; but if of the poor 
in general, we diffent entirely. Surely this is not the princi- 
ple of our /aws concerning the relicf of the poor; which, 
with all their imperfections, are much more falutary (we think) 
than clamour often reprefents them ; and of which a main 
objeét is, to fecure the poor from the direful effects of any ac- 
cidental want of charity in their rich neighbours. “Thofe 
laws (being fubflituted for voluntary contributions) defign and 
tend, to compel thofe perfons, who have little or no charity, 
to contribute fomething in concurrence with thofe who have 
much ; though, after all, abundant room will remain for the 
exercife of fpontaneous and chriftian mercy. 

«“ The 
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«© The cry of the:people in citics and towns,” is well ridi- 
culed. 

« If any one were to tell them, that they were to give in an ac- 
count of all the ftock in their fhops; that attempts would be made to 
limit their profits, or raife the price of the labouring manufaurers 
upon them; or recommend to Government, cutof a capital from the 
public revenues, to fet up a fhop of the fame commodities, in order to 
rival them, and keep them to reafonable dealing, they would very foon 
{ee the imprudence, injuftice, and oppreflion of fuch a courfe. They 
would not be miltaken ; but they are of opinion, that agriculture is to 
be fubje&t to other laws, and to be governed by other principles.” 
P. 19. 


Some ufeful fuggeftions follow, concerning the capitals and 
the profits of farmers. ‘Then, a general ufe of the drill-cul- 
ture is approved by Mr. B. as it has been by the Board of Agri- 
culture. We believe, within the laft five years, this point has 
been well canvafled ; and that drilling, in general, is much out 
of fafhion. 

The operation of market is concifely and well defcribed. 


«s The balance between confumption and produétion makes price. 
The market fettles, and alone can fettle, that price. Market 1s the 
meeting and conference of the confumer and producer, when they na- 
turally difcover each other’s wants. Nobody, I believe, has obferved 
with any refle€tion what market is, without being aftonifhed at the 
truth, the correétnefs, the celerity, the general equity, with which the 
balance of wants is fettled. They who wifh the deftru@ion of that 
balance, and would fain by arbitrary regulation decree, that defective 
produétion fhould not be compenfated by increafed price, directly lay 
their axe to the root of production itfelf.” P. 25. 


The reported defign of Government, to ere& public grana- 
ries (p.27) was probably never entertained ; at leaft, we may 
venture to aflure ourfelves that it has long been completely 
abandoned. If fo, what follows, for fome payes, need not 
now arre(t our attention. Of the fame nature is a long ac- 
countof the crops in the years 1794 and 17965. 

Mr. B. is very averfe from ftopping the'diflilleries, chiefly 
becaufe they tend to make hogs’-flefh cheap at a fimall expence. 
But our readers will be furprifed, to fee him pleading ftrongly 
in behalf of /pirituous liquors. At the high price which they 
now bear, he confiders the evil of them as wholly done away, 
and their ufes to be important. Neither bis arguments, por 
his wit, have changed our_opinion on this fubje&. 

The following remarks are ftill feafonable. 


“« As to the operation of the awar, in caufing the fcarcity of provi- 
fions, I underftand that Mr. Pitt has given a particular anfwer to it; 
but Ido not think it worth powder and fhot, I do not wonder the 
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Roper on the Law of Legacies. 


papers are fo full of this fort of matter; but I am a little furprifed ie 
fhould be mentioned in Parliament. Like all great ftate queftions, 
peace and war may be difcuffed, and different opinions fairly formed, 
on political grounds ; but on a queftion of the prefent price of provi- 
fions, when peace with the regicides is always uppermoft, I can only 
fay, that great is the love of it.” P. 43. 

Many important leffons follow, on the queftion, ‘* What 
the ftate ought to take upon itfelf to dire& by the public wif- 
dom, and what it ought to leave, with as little interference as 
poffible, to individual difcretion :” P. 45. and the tract con- 
cludes thus : ** My opinion is againft an overdoing of any fort of 
adminiftration, and now efpecially again{t this moft momen- 
tous of all meddling on the part of authority ; the meddling 
with the fubfiftence of the people.” P. 48. , 

No affurances can be neceflary, on our part, that this tra& 
well deferves attention at the prefent important juncture. 





Art. VI. 4 Treatife upon the Law of Legacies. By R.S. 
Dounifon Roper, of Gray’s-Inn, Barrifler at Law. Bvo. 
236 pp. 4s.6d. Butterworth. 1800. 


HE author of this work has demonftrated, that he poffefles 
confiderable talents for the tafk he undertook ; we lament, 
therefore, that he has publifhed fo haltily, what his more ma- 
ture judgment mult have induced him to corre& and reform in 
feveral places. It he had entitled his book, ** Materials for 
a Treatife upon the Law of Legacies”, inftead of a Treatife 
upon that fubject, the name would better have defcribed the na- 
ture of the publication. ‘The general arrangement is defeétive, 
and the mutual connection and dependency of the feveral parts 
are by no means clearly made cut. But a fault more radical, 
if poffible, is, that the author feems wholly to have mifconceiv- 
ed the manner in which a treatife upon a fubje& like the pre- 
fent fhould be conftru&ted. Befides laying down the general 
rules upon which this part of the Jaw refts, the leading cafes 
ought to be flated ; the various diftin&tions of law and fa& 
pointed out; and the feveral determinations, which differ in 
thefe particulars, faithfully abridged. The reader is not to be 
referred to other books to obtain a general and full underftand- 
ing of the fubject. When thefe rules are negle€ted, a publi- 
cation can be nothing but a general index to other works. 
In the book before us they are altogether neglected. Little 
more is given than the leading principle, upon which the author 
cons 
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conceives that a clafs of cafes turns, ‘The names are then hud- 
died together in a note ; and nothing is ftated of the differences, 
aétual or fuppofed, which have broughta fimilar poiat fo often 
before the court for its decifion. From this deficiency it be- 
comes impoffible fully to underftand Mr. R.’s book, unlefs fur- 
rounded by the authorities to which he refers; and his work 
mult be confidered rather as formed for reference, to tell us 
where we are to gain the neceflary information upon a parti- 
cular point, than as containing that knowledge within itfelf. 
Mr. R. in forming his plan, feems to have been mifled by the 
example of feveral able editors, in their notes to fome recent 
editions of reports, and other valuable books. Thefe gentle- 
men have, of neceflity, limited themfelves to a ftatement of 
the general principles of the law, and a difpofition of the fe- 
veral decifions under them in their notes, They were intended 
as nothing more than well-arranged repertoria of cafes, upon 
a particular fubje&. ‘They defcribe the feveral genera in a part- 
ticular part of legal jurifprudence, and enumerate and clafs the 
various {pecies as they appertain to each ; but they do not de- 
fcribe them. ‘This plan is highly proper for editors, whofe 
obfervations are fubfervient to the illuftration of an original 
work, and who laudably wifh to croud as much information as 
they can into a fmall compafs. But the object of a diftin® 
treatife upon any fubjeét is wholly different ; and it is little bet- 
ter than a truifm to ftate, that, to anfwer its purpofe, it fhould 
contain every portion of ufeful knowledge, which the exifting 
{tate of the {cience enables the author to difcover or declare. 
In other refpeéts, the work is not unworthy of profeffional 
notice. ‘The rules laid down are generally {tated with accu- 
sacy, and moft of the modern cafes are referred to. The au- 
thor is not always fuccefsful in his preterence of one authority 
to another, nor in his attempts to reconcile confliGting opinions, 
But where the judgments of the greateft men in the country 
are at variance, it is impoffible that thofe who balance their ar- 
guments fhould not be fometimes mifled. The writer's own 
fentiments are frankly given, without any improper veneration 
for living in preference to deceafed authority. They are fome- 
times pronounced in a peremptory tone of decifion, which a 
recollection of the great talents and experience that have ge- 
nerally prefided in courts of equity, would and ought to have 
fottened, if not wholly repreffed. Such confidence cannot be 
eradicated altogether from a difcriminating mind, though it is 
ufually curbed and kept down by long intercourfe with man- 
kind. In youth it often denotes that felf-confcioufnels of talent, 
without which nothing great has been ever accomplifhed ; and 
indicates a ftrength of underftanding, of which the world may 
augur well, when it fhall be matured by time and reflc€tion. 
ART. 
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«ee Orion and Stonhoufe’s Letters. 


Art. VII. Letters from the Rev. Mr. Fob Orton; and the 
Rev. Sir James Stonboufe, Bart. M. D. to the Rev. Thomas 
Stedman, MP A. Vicar of St. Chad's, Shrewfbury. In Two 
Volumes. 12mo0. gs. Longman, &c. 1800. 


pur firft of thefe volumes was originally publifhed in 1791, 
and contains Letters of a peculiar but a valuable kind. 
They are the admonitions of an elderly and pious, but far 
from bigotted diffenter, to a young clergyman of the eftablith- 
ment. Honeft and fincere in their defign of recommending 
every thing that is becoming and praifeworthy in the miniftry, 
they have received the approbation of feveral Bifhops ; one of 
whom, as the editor informs us, expreffed himfelf in the fol- 
lowing very ftrong terms, ‘* Accept my thanks for the plea- 
fure | have received from the perufal of Mr. Orton’s Letters, 
The good fenfe, warm piety, becoming zeal for the promotion 
of Chriftian virtue, and rendering the paftoral chara@er ref- 
peCtable and ufeful, which run through the publication, make 
it worthy the attention of the parochial clergy of all ages,” 
This encomium does not appear to be exaggerated. The va- 
rious remarks on books and men which are f{cattered through- 
out the Letters, are fuch as tend to convey inftruction, ina very 
pleafing manner, to a great variety of readers; but more efpe- 
cially to thofe who are fituated as the editor was when he re- 
ceived them. The Letters which compofe the fecond volume 
are of a fimilar character ; and form, with the others, a very 
edifying work. 
Mr. Orton was, as Sir James Stonhoufe exprefles it, ‘* one 
of the truly fenfible, moderate diflenters, and a man of fterling 
iety*.”” He was a native of Shropthire, and was educated at 
Shrew fbury, but refided for the latter part of his life at Kidder- 
minfter, He was author of many ufeful works in divinity ; 
namely, Difcourfes on praétical Subjects, Difcourfe on Chrif- 
rian Worthip, Religious Exercifes, Sacramental Meditations, 
Difcourfes to the Aged, Expofitions on the Old Teftament, 
&c. His ftyle was fimple and natural, his method eafy and judi- 
cious. He died, July 19, 1783, in his fixty-fixth year, and 
was buried, by his own defire, in St. Chad’s church, Shrewf- 
bury. Some account of him has fince been publifhed, by Dr. 
Kippis, in the Biographia Britannica, in a note on the Life of 
Doddridge. 
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Orton and Stenhoufe’s Letters. 43 


Sir Tames Stonhoufe was originally bred a phyfician ; and, 
for feveral years, was fo little inclined to religion, as even to 
write againtt it. In his 36th Letter, giving a fketch of his 
life, he fays, ** I believe you know, that [ was for feven years 
a confirmed infidel ; which, during that time, I made no {cru- 
ple of declaring ; and did all I could to fubvert Chriftianity ; 
and wrote a keen pamphlet againft it; the third edition of 
which J burnt. (for writing and {preading of which, I humbly 
hope, as 1 have deeply repented of it, God has forgiven me, 
though I never can forgive myfelf.)” The inftrument of his 
converfion was Dr. Doddridge, whofe three Sermons vn the 
Evidences of the Gafpel, and his Rife and Progre/s of Religion 
in the Soul, particularly, were of great ufe in removing his pre- 
judices,and forming him to the love and practice of religion. 
Some time after, finding his health impaired by the practice of 

hyfic, he took orders, and obtained from two fucceflive Earls 
of Radnor, the two adjacent livings of Little and Great Che- 
verel in Wiltfhire, where Mr. Stedman was his curate. He 
died, Dec. 8, 1795, in the 8oth year of his age. He publifhed 
many pious and ufeful traéts, which have in general been adopt- 
ed by the excellent Sactety for promoting Chriftian Knowledge. 

The Letters of Mr. Orton are dedicated by the editor to Sir 
James Sionhoufe ; and thofe of Sir James, to Mrs. Hannah 
More, a triend of the author, and the writer of his epitaph, 
The abfence of all bigotry from Mr. Orton’s mind cannot per- 
haps be better exemplified than by his very judicious remarks 
on extemporary preaching. 

** I know not what to fay about extemporary preaching. Tt may on 
fome accounts be defirable and ufeful; but I dare not encourage it in 
joung divines. I never knew an inftance of it, but the preacher was 
carelefs in his ftudies, flovenly and incorrect in his difcourfes ; and lof- 
ing the habit of accurate compofing, could never secover it afterwards. 

Yet £ would by no means defire you to confine yourfelf entirely to your 
notes. When a though ftrikes you, or fomething in your fermon feems 
to {trike your hearers, you may add a few fentences, as you find matter 
arifing in your mind: and if you are thoroughly mafter of your fub- 
ject, and have a good deal of your fermon, efpecially the application 


of it, committed to memory, thus much will be eafy, and you will not 
hefitate and appear at a lofs.” Vol. i. p. 28. 


«* IT have known fo many minifters become injudicious and unac- 
ceptable by acarelefs habit of compofing, or rather of not compofing 
atall, in their younger days, and in {mall country places, that 1 make 
thefe conceflions, guarded as they are, with fear, ‘The other extreme 
is belt for a young divine to err in. Befides, there is no way by which 
you will fo {peedily and effe¢tually increafe your tund of theological 
knowledge, as by accurate compofures. Thus you will ftudy your 
fubje& carefully, viewing and examining it on every fide; confulting 

5 all 





eS 


Pg 


i 
- 


eg ling” Castine 


a eee 


‘casi é 
i a 


~ 


ok . San 


a y “ 


_ 


anemeg yee 
> os sy 4 
a ay 
4 - 
- 


$=. 
—. 


© 
—* 


oe 


_— 
ene 
le SI : 


<—_ ip Bae 


e*- 
* 


y 


a 


~ 
~ & 
EE a pee 





4 Orton and Stonhoufe’s Letters. 


all the commentators you may have upon your text and parallel places, 
and reading what other divines (™ hofe writings you may be poflefied 
of) have faid upon the fubje&t. So that were you to read weer tor 
awhole week, but what you would read in this method (except hiftory, 
claflics, &c. by way of relaxation) I thould commend your diligence, 
and fay, you had kept tothe good maxim, Hoc age.” P. 30. 

4 . we “ 


On the fubje&t of perfeverance in the duty of preaching, 
we have the tollewing excellent fentimenis, 1n a note. 


« Mr, Orton dnce wrote to an eminent divine of the eftablifhed 
church in the following manner:—‘* You fay you do no good by 
preaching.” This is talking weakly ; L had almoft ufed a harder 
word. Should you not be chided for it ?——** Why do you leave off 
preaching ?” faid old bifhop Latimer to a complainer like you. He 
anfwered, ** Becaufe I do no good, my Lord.” ‘The bifhop replied, 
*< That, brother, isa naughty, a very naughty reafon.”-— You do not 
know what good you have done, are doing, may yet do, and even af- 
ter you are dead. No good man preaches, I am confident, without 
doing fome good, and more than he knows of, or will know of, till 
the great difcovering day. To have done our beft is moral merit ; 
and God will gracioufly accept and reward it. What great good did 
our Mafter himfelt do ? ‘* Who hath believed his report ?” Haiah liii. 
1.— Who would have thought that ysx fhould ever have talked of doin 
no good by preaching, when God hath done you fo much honour al- 
yeady in your clerical character? I am afhamed of you ; and alinok 
angry with you. Labour more, and pray more ftill, <«* If the iron 
be blunt, as Solomon fays, then put to more ftrength.” Ecclef. x. 10. 
It you begin to be lukewarm, whatever your motive is, it cannot be 
x good one.—I am not clear, that I ever did much /a/ing good in my 
lite ; yet [do not repent my attempts. Iam humbled and afhamed 
daily, that they were not more and better. Remember, that preaching 
is of God’s own appointment.” P, 73. 


On the fubject of converfions, he is no lefs judicious. 


** Indeed, I lay very little ftrefs upon what fome divines call Con- 
versions ; 1 have feen fo many initances of their coming to nothing ; 
or, that their converts have only been converted from the fins of men 
ro the fins of devils, trom drunkennefs and debauchery to fpiritual 
pride, bitternefs, and uncharitablenets ; and this I cannot call a favin 
change. I fee little alteration for the better in the conduct of many, 
who have been /aid to be converted. Iam cautious of calling any 
Ming by that name, where there is not a regular, confiftent con- 
duct following it. Hafty impreflions, which fome minifters are ver 
ready to obferve and admire, are often loft in a lite time, and choke 
who have been under them become worfe than they were before. I 
have no idea of converfion, as pafling a certain line, and then getting 
into a faving fate. Converfion is @ work of time, and I fee no right 
we have to tay any are converted or become good, till one hath @ longer 
feafon of trial, to obferve, whether they continue fteadtaft in the prac- 
tice of rightcoufnefs, and act in every circumftance and relation, in 
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the main, confiftent with the demands of the gofpel. I with you may 
have the pleafure to fee many fuch converts.” P. 118. 


Mr. Orton’s remarks on books are numerous, and in general 


fhow a found judgment. 
Let us hear alfo Si? James (then Mr.) Stonhoufe, on the 


fubject of preaching. 


« For my own part, I am almott fick of preaching, confidered merely 
as preaching ; but am determined to perfevere in doing my duty, On 
Sunday fevennight fome people from , came to hear me at 4// 
Saints. Ipreached from Luke xviii. 22, ** Vet dacke/? thou one thing.” 
I was told afterwards that the fermon ftruck them, and they were full 
of encomiums upon it, But what was the confequence of this appro- 
bation and applaufe ? Were they edified by it? Ll fear not. For lo! 
on the Sunday morning following, having been every night of the pre- 
ceding week at the play and concert, they fet off for » with their 
equipage and all their fervants. You fee, L was (like the prophet Exe- 
kiel) ** one who had a pleafant voice.” ‘They would not ftay to hear 
me once more; but notoriopfly profaned the fabbath by travelling, rae 
ther than do it. How mortifying a confidcration! How humbling is 
this to a ferious preacher! It thews we are in ourfelves nothing 
without the grace of God to imprefs what we fay on the heart. But 
I am now an old veteran. I laugh at the idea of popularity, as lighter 
than a feather. I totally difregard it, and would not give a ftraw for 
the praife of all the people in the kingdom, further than as it may be 
conducive to make any ove attentive to me in order to their improve- 
ment. I was once, I own, fond of preaching, thought 1 fhould do 
good, and the praifes I received were grateful tome, Perhaps, I was 
finfully vain and felf-fufficient. But God has fhown me my impotence, 
my nothingnefs, and that it is He (not my rules of {peaking, received 
even from Garrick himfelf, nor animated productions, which) mutt 
change the heart. Let you and I therefore be more and more con- 
vinced of our own infufficiency, and apply more frequently and fere 
vently to God for his blefling ; and do our duty, expecting a reward 
hereafter for the mortifications we meet with 4ere.—Many a minifter’s 
heart has been braken by the ingratitude of his people, who is now 
high in the climes of blifs.” Vol, ii. p. 50. 








The editor informs us, that the Doctor was one of the moft 
correét and elegant preachers in the kingdom; and, when he 
entered into orders, took advantage of his acquaintance with 
Garrick to gain inftruétion in elocution. Onthe authority of 
that teacher he fays, elfewhere, *‘ the Englith pulpit will admit 
of littl, if any aétion: fo faid my inftruétor, the immortal 
Garrick.” P. 189. The following paflage is important, and 


ona fubject where much abufe fubiifts. 


‘« I heartily congratulate you and Mrs. S. on the birth of a Sang 
I would willingly ttand godfather to him; but 1 have faid fo much in 
My fermons and private difcourfe againft this cuftom, unlefs a man 
awuld 
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«vould and could undertake the charge, and I have refufed confcientionfly 
fo many of my acquaintance, that 1 fhould meet with fome difficulties 
‘ were I to undertake it mow at almofi feventy-three (guite fo, July zoth). 
In my laft fermon on the fubject, I expatiated largely on the abfurd 
cuftom of having érreligions perfons as fureties, and quoted canon 29, 
which fays, ‘* that no perfon fhall be admitted, who does not receive 
the facrament :”’ that it is a moft important truft, and folemnly under- 
taken in the houfe of God.—I_ fuppofe few clergymen have exerted 
themfelves more than / have done to make fureties do their duty; ef- 
pecially if the parents are irreligious or ignorant.—In fhort, I do not 
much like the cuttom wow, though very proper in the times of primi- 
tive chriftianity, when the parents fuffered martyrdom.” P, 290, 


Within lefs than two months of his death, we find the fol- 
lowing admirable fentiments from the pen of the venerable 
writer. 


«© Oh, that I may be made wifer and better every day ; more weaned 
from the world, more willing to leave it, and more fit for a refidence 
among glorified fpirits: Oh, that He would give me a more comfort- 
able perfuafion, that He would be my falvation ; a firmer perfuafion of 
pardon, and a ftronger fenfe of being accepted. LI have often great 
doubts and fears, when I confider what I Save been, and what I might 
have been. 

«© We fhould be very thankful for the great privilege of darting up 
to heaven fecret ejaculations at any time, in any place, or pofture: and 
every man is more or lefs happy, as he has been more or lefs accuftomed 
to this intercourfe withGod. P. 396. 


We cannot allow ourfelves to be more diffufe on the fubje& 
of thefe Letters ; but we have already faid enough to excite 
the curiofity of thofe to whom fuch writings will be pleafing 
or ufefu!.—T hey are not compofitions for the world ; brilliant 
in thought, and laboured in ftyle; but they contain the natural 
ideas and admonitions of worthy, fenfible, and pious men, fa- 
miliarly delivered, on a great variety of fubje&s. 





Art. VIII. 4 complete Syftem of Aftronamy, t3c. 
(Continued from vol. xvi, p. 639.) 


THE fecond volume of this important work now demands 
our attention. ‘The feries of Chapters is continued from 

the former volume. ‘This therefore begins with _ - 

“ Chap. XXXI. which treats upon the general Principles of 

centripetal Forces. In this chapter the author has demonitrated 

all the fundamental propofitions which relate to phyfical aftro- 

nomy. 





ids 


im 


ted 


rO- 


Profeffer Vince's Syftem of Afironomy. 47 


nomy. “The.principle of centrifugal forces is here explained, 
from which is deduced a very fhort and neat method of folving 
the problems in the gth fection of the frit book of the Prin- 
cipiae A pew demonttration is alfo given of the 6oth prope- 
fition of the fame book. When two revolving bodies attract 
each other, they will revolve about their common centre of 
gravity ; but in the theory of the moon, it is here fhown 
that we may confider the moon as revolving about the earth at 
reft, if we fuppofe E and M toreprefent the mafles of the earth 
and moon, and d their diftance, and fuppofe the moon to beat- 
tracted to the earth by a force = gs + si 
Chap. XXXII. is upon the Theory of the Mom. This im- 
portant problem has engaged the attention of the moft eminent 
mathematicians. Sir I. Newton, io his Principia, firft gave the 
true principles, and computed all the principal equations; but 
many fmail ones ftill remained to be inveltigated. In aMe« 
moir, read by M, Clairaut before the Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, an objection was made to Sir I. Newton's law of gravi- 
tation, that it would not account for the motion of the moon’s 
apogee, as it-gives, according to his calculations, that motion 
only half of what it was found to be by obfervation. Hefoon 
afterwards, however, difcovered his miftake, and was the firft 
who gave a complete theory of the moon, fhowing that Sir 
I. Newton’s law of gravitation would account for all the irre- 
gularities of the motion of that body. Euler fell into the 
fame miftake, but he afterwards corrected it ; and owns that it 
is to M. Clairaut that we are obliged for this difcovery. Sir 
I. Newton, in his Principia, book i, prop. 45, cor. 2, has in- 
veftigated the motion of the moon’s apogee, by afluming the 
mean force of the moon towards the earth, in the diretion of 
the radius, and hence finds the motion of the apogee to be only 
half the real motion. But Mr. Vince here obferves, that 
Newton has, in this operation, negle€ted that part of the force 
which acts perpendicularly to the radius, and which is found to 
produce the other half of the motion ; and that Newton, in this 
place, only intended to fhow what part of the motion the mean 
force in the direGtion of the radius would produce. The 
Profeffor alfo further remarks, that in book iii, prop. 3, of the 
Principia, Sir I. Newton obferves, that ‘‘ the aétion of the 
fun, fo far as it draws the moon from the earth, is twice as 
great as he has affumed it above ;” by which.he does not mean 
that he has afflumed the mean force of the fun too little by one 
half; but that, as it would require. twice fuct a force of the 
fun to give the true motion of the apfides, the force which aéis 
in a direction perpendicularly to the radius, mult, in its effects 
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wpon this occafion, be equivalent to the mean-force of the funin 
the direction of the radius. Thus are thefe circumftances ex- 
lained, which had produced confiderable difficulties to the reader. 
he writers who have, fince Newton, ireated on the theory of 
the moon, are Clairaut, Euler, M. d’Alembert, Frifi, T. Mayer, 
and Mr. T. Simpfon. Frifi has, in one of his works, follow- 


ed the plan purfued by Newton ; and although the conclufions 


thus deduced are not always fo accurate as thofe which are de- 
rived from a dire& folution of the problem, yet they give the 
true arguments, and their coefficients, to a confiderable degree 
of accuracy. This method of treating the fubje&, has the 
advantage of pointing out more clearly the caufes of the feveral 
poms fo deduced, which are not obvious in the general 
folution of the problem. The author has, therefore, explained 
very fully this: method, corre&ting fome errors of Frifi, and 
adding fuch matters as tend to make the folution more com- 
lete. 
F Let the periodic time of the moon be to that of the fun, as 
nm: 1, a= the diftance of the moon from the earth, the mean 
diftance being unity, and the orbit nearly circular, b —- the 
diftance of the earth from the fun, w = the angular diftance 
of the moon from quadratures; then the difturbing force of 
the fun upon the moon, in the dire€tion of the radius of the 
moon’s orbit, is — } n*a 4 3 n?a x cos. w; and the difturbe 
ing force, in a direétion perpendicular to the radius, is 
3n*X Gn. w X COs. w 


a 
irregularities of the motion of the moon arife. From the 
latter force, the velocity of the moon at any point of her orbit 
is immediately deduced. This author next procceds to find the 
radius veétor, the mean and true anomaly, the orbit being fup- 
pofed to be an ellipfe ; and then fhows from what fources the 
motion of the apfides, and the variation of the eccentricity, 
arife. He next inveftigates the alteration of the figure of the 
moon’s orbit, fuppofed to have no eccentricity, and the varia- 
tion of the moon ; and fhows, that the diameter pafling through 
quadratures : that paffing through fyzygies :: 70 : 69, on this 
fuppofition ; and finds the vartation = 35’ 10” x fine of twice 
the diftance of the fiin from the moon ; this i§ the variation at 
the mean diftance of the fun from the earth; he then applies 
the corre¢tion for the variation of the fun’s diftance. He then 
proceeds to find the different equations of the moon’s motion ; 
the alteration of the periodic time of the moon, from the dif- 
turbing forces; the motion of the moon’s apogee, and the-va- 
tiation of eccentricity ; the equations of the horizontal ae 
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« From thefe difturbing forces, all the 
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lax of the moon; the motion of the moon’s nodes» and the 
equations; the variation of the inclination of the moon’s or- 
bit, and the equations ; and to reduce the place of the moon 
in its orbit, to the ecliptic. All thefe fubjects are treated 
very fully, and with great clearnefs ; they are undoubtedly 
matters of difficulty, and tedioufnefs of calculation; but the 
reader will here find every affittance he can poffible expect, 
The chapter concludes with this obfervation of Mr. Simpfon, 
‘s There are no terms enter into the equation of the luoar or- 
bit, but what confilt of the cofine of an arc, or of its multi- 
ples; all the terms, by a regular increafe and decreafe, do after 
a certain time rewrn again to theic former values, and there- 
fore the mean motion of the moon, and the greatelt quantities 
of the feveral equations, undergo no change by ae 
Chap. XXXIII. isupon the Figure of the Earth, Sir 1. News 
ton firft obferved that the earth, from its rotation, would put 
on a f{pheroidical form, having the polar diameter the thorter. 
The firit part of this chapter is therefore employed in proving, 
that the figure of the earth is that of an oblate fpheroid. This 
being demonitrated, if the polar diameter : the equatorial :: & 
> 1 +d, c= the circumference of acircle whofe radius = 1% 
P=¥X(1+4d—Jd* + 43,05, &.) E= YX (1 
td— od? + u,d3, &c.) F= E— =! v= — then £ 
+d=i+iv + si, v*— ags¥, Vv", &c. is the equatorial dia- 
meter, the polar diameter being unity ; and having determined 
the value of v to be sty, the ratio of the diameters is as 230 
: 231. Sir I. Newton makes it 229 : 230, agreeing very 
nearly with the above. The author applies the theorem to 
Jupiter, and makes the ratio of his diameters as 10,05 : 9,05. 
D;. Bradley makes it 13,5 : 12,5; and Mr, Pound as 13:12 
by obfervation. The theory fuppofes the earth to be homo- 
genious ; but this not being the cafe, the earth being probably 
more denfe towards the centre, the ratio of the diameters is 
probably nearer to a ratio of equality than that which we have 
herededuced. M. dela Lande thinks that the diameters differs 
by about the three hundredth part of the whole. The ratio 
of the diameters may be determined from the lengths of two 
degrees of the meridian, at different diftances from the ¢quator. 
The Profeffor firft inveftigates the rule for this purpofe, and then 
applies it to different meafurements, and taking the mean of 
12 conclufions, the ratio of the diameters comes out as £77 
: 1785; but the great difference of the refults for the different 
comparifons, {hows that we cannot much depend upon the 4e- 
curacy of the mean ratio. The vibrations of pendulums uppa 
D different 
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different parts of the earth have been ufed as means to deter. 
mine the ratio of its diameters, but this method is not to be 
depended upon, arifing probably from the irregularity of the 
denfity of the interior parts of the earth. From the Sol of 
the earth, the increafe of attraction from: the equator to the 
polesvaries as the fquare of the fine of latitude, which is the 
fame ratio as that by which the degrees of latitude increafe, 
The mean radius of the earth is determined to be 3963,95 
miles, and the difference of the polar and equatorial radii 27,1 
miles; alfo, the length of amean degree 69,2 miles. A ta- 
ble of the meafures of various countries is added, which will 
be found very ufeful. 

Chap. XXXIV, is upon the Preceffion of the Equinoxes, and 
the Nutation of the Earth's Axis. Sir 1. Newton firft accounted 
for the precetfion of the equinoxes, but he made a miftake in 
computing the quantity. Mr. V. has here given a .folu- 
tion of his own, which is very fhort and fatisfa@tory. If the 
earth were of uniform denfity, he makes the annual preceffion 
from the fun to be 21” 6”, fuppofing the ratio of the diameters 
to be 229: 230. But if the greateft nutation of the earth’s 
axis be rightly afcertained, the preceffion from the fun is only 
about 144”; which difference arifes, either from the fluidity of 
the earth’s furface, an increafe of denfity towards the centre, 
or the ratio of the diameters being different- from that which 
is here aflumed; or probably from all the caufes conjointly. 
The equation of the preceffion is tound to be — 1” 9” x the 
fine of twice the fun’s longitude. The inequality of the pre- 
ceffion of the equinoxes, and the nytation of the earth’s axis, 
were difcovered, by Dr. Bradley, toarife from the attraétion of 
the moon in different fituations of its nodes. The nutation 
of the earth’s axis is 19”; and this, with the equation of 
preceflion, may be reprefented by an ellipfe, fuppofing the 


major axis (lying in the fol{titial colure) — 19", and the minor @ 


—14",14. Mr. Lambert ‘computed a table of the nutation 
in right afcenfion and declination, fuppofing the nutation = 
18”; but Profeflor V. has given anew inveftigation of the rule, 
and calculated the table for a nutation of 19”. He then finds 
the variation of nght afcenfion and declination of a ftar, from 
the preceflion of the equinoxes. Of all thefe fubjeéts, he 
has entered into a very full inveftigation, 

Chap. XXXV. is upon the Denfities, Quantities of “Matter, 
Light and Heat of the Planets. To meafure the quantity of 
matter in diltant bodies, appears at firft fight to be a problem 


of infuperable difficulty; but Sir I. Newton refolved it for § 


thofe bodies which have fatellites revolving about them. The 
@eniities of the other planets are fill fubjeQ toa ay 
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degfee of uncertainty. The relative quantities of light and heat 
are very eafily found, fince they vary ioverfely as the fi uares 
of the diftances of the planets from the fun.; The relative 
weights of bodies upon the furfaces of different planets is alfo 
here determined. - 

Chap. XXXVI. is upon the Motions of the Planes of the 
Orbits of the Planets, from their mutual Attractions. Kepler and 
Tycho obferved that the latitude of the {tars was fubje@& toa 
change, and the former concluded that it was owing to a 
change of the ecliptic; which is a-neceflary confequence of 
the general principle of gravitation, as the attraction of ‘the 
planets muft neceflarily draw the earth from the plane of her 
orbit. Euler firft computed this effe& upon the earth, and 
found that it would folve the phenomenon. The method 
here given is fimilar to that by which the author determined 
the motion of the moon’s nodes ; and, having inveftigated the 
rule, he applies it to the different planets. He makes the an- 
nual motion of the nodes of ‘Jupiter upon the orbit‘of Saturn, 
from the attraction of Saturn, to be 9,9 in a year. Euler 
makes it 10”. The inclination of -the orbits is alfo liable to 
a change from the fame caufe ; and having given a rule to find 
that variation, and applied it to the variation of the obliquity | 
of the ecliptic, the author finds, that ‘* when the longitude of 
the afcending node of a planet’s orbit is /e/s than 150%, that 
planet dimini/bes the obliquity of the ecliptic; but when greater 
than 180°, it increafes it ;” and as the longitudes of the nodes 
of all the planets are now lefs than 180°, they, at prefent, all 
tend to diminith the obliquity of the ecliptic. But as the longi- 
tudes of the nodes continually increafe, they will afterwards 
become greater than 180°, and then obliquity will increafe. 
Theobliquity of the ecliptic is tharefore confined within certain 
limits, and the ecliptic can never Become either perpendicular 
to the equator, nor coincide with f, as fome authors have af- 
ferted. This author makes the diminution, at this time, to 
be 49’,35 in roo years, agreeing very nearly with obfervation, 
which makes it 50”. The fecular diminution for the beginnin 
of our 2fa, is here computed to be 45”,43, which is 3”,92 lefs 
than at prefent. The motion of the equinodial points from 
this caufe in 100 years, at this time, is found to be £7 ,4 pro- 
greflive; but for 100 years, at the beginning of ou. zra,. it 
was 47”. Now the preceffion of the equinoxes from? the fun 
and moon, by dNplacing the equator, varies as the cofine of 
the obliquity of the ecliptic; and therefore.as the obliquity de- 
creafes, the preceffion will increafe, and the increafe, from this 
caufe, will be 9” in 1709 years ; and if we take the whole fe. 
cular preceffion to be 1° 24 2,4, the preceflion of the equ 
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noxes, in the firlt 100 years of our ara, mult have been 3° 947 
2°14 — 9" =z U° 23 53°45 therefore 1° 23/ §3”.4 — 47” = 
1° 22 0°,4, the whole regreflion for that time. ence, 1° 23 
45" ? he whole preceffion at this. time) —1° 23’ 6’,4 = 3856 
the quantity by which the regrefliun is fafter now in 100 years 
than it was in the firft 100 years of our zra. Hence, the tro- 
pical year is now decreafing. Now the regreflion of the equi- 
noétial points is (at the above rate) fafter at this time by 0”,386 
in a year, than it was at the beginning of our-era. Now the 
fun takes g” to move over that fpace ; and thus the author 
proves that the tropical year is g” fhorter now than it was 1700 
yearsago. M. de la Place makes it 10”,33 fhorter now than 
at the ume of Hipparchus, who lived about 1950 years ago. 
Thefe conclufions therefore agree very well. The author 
then proceeds to inveftigate the variation of a ftar’s latitude 
and longitude, and exemplifies his rules. He makes the fe- 
cular variation of the longitude of Regulus to be — 17”,023) 
and its increafe of latitude to be 207,56. The important 
matter contained in this work, obliges us again to defer the 
eouclufion of our account. 


(Te be concluded in cur next.) 


—- _ — 





Arr. 1X. A Second Effay on Burns, in which an Attempt is 
made to refute the Opinions of Mr. Earle, and Sir W. Far- 
qubar, lately advanced, on the fuppofed Benefit of the Applica- 
tion of Ice in fuch Accidents: with Cafes and Communications, 
confirming the Principles and Praétice brought forward ina 
former Effay. Alfa Proofs, particularly addreffed to Surgeons 
of the Army and Navy, of the Utility of the flimulating Plan, 
in the Treatment of Injuries caufed by the Explofion of Gun- 
pewder. By Edward Kentifh, Author of the former Effay. 
vvo. 117 pp. gs: Mawman, London. 1800. 


T is affli&ting to obferve the diverfity of opinions that prevail, 
among medical practitioners, on a variety of fubjeés re- 
lating to their profeflion ; and to fee that this happens, not 
only in the difficult and abftrufe parts of their fcience, not 
only on rare and uncommon cafes and difeafes, but on thole 
that are moft common, that occur every day, aod feem to be 
within the reach of the obfervation of thofe who are even the 
-Jeaft employed among the profeffors of the art. No accidents 
are 
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are more common than féalds or burns, none more exctuci- 
ating to the fufferers, or more diftreffing to their friends ; and 
fince the ladies have fo generally adopted the unnatural cuftom 
of wearing light thin gauze and muflin dreffes, in the midtt of 
winter, few have proved more fatal ; and yet. there is no com- 
plaint in which the praétice of furgeons is more various and 
difcordant. In the year 1797*, Mr. Kentith publithed an 
Effay on Burns, in which, after taking a flight view of the 
practice that had prevailed: at different periods of time, and 
particularly of the method that had been employed, almott im- 
memorially, in the collieries at Newcaftle, where accidents of 
the kind, from the explofions of the inflammable air, are more 
frequent and dreadful than in molt other places, he laid down 
a mode of cure which he had found fuccefsful, in fome of the 
fevereft cafes that can well be fuppofed to happen, and which 
he had repeatedly found to terminate fatally under the old and 
eftablifhed treatment. The improvement adopted by Mr. 
Kentifh, confifts in the application of fpirit of wine, oil 
of turpentine, or fome other warm application, inftead of lin- 
feed oil, which had been generally ufed ; in allowing a cordial 
and nourithing diet; and adminiftering opium, zther, wine, &c, 
during the theee firft days after the accident, or until the life of 
the parts in the neighbourhood of the burn, appear to be re- 
{tored, inftead of further debilitating the conftitution, by bleed- 
ing, purging, and a low diet, as was formerly praétifed, 

n this Second Effay, a number of new cafes are introduced, 
confirming the propriety of the pradtice recommended in the 
firft, with fome flight alterations and improvements, by which, 
the author thinks, large and extenfive ulcerations have been 
induced to {kin over and heal, fooner than he had before found 
them. Thefe confift principally in adminiftering, occafionally, 
brik a&tive purges, with a view of checking the protufe dif- 
charge from the wounds, and in covering the wounds, in that 
ftate, with powdered chalk. In the courfe of this Etfay, the 
author enters into a minute examination of a work, lately 
publithed by Mr, Earle, on the fubje&, and fhows, that the 
obfervations introduced by him in fupport of his opinion, of 
the fuperior efficacy of ice, or other cold appnceees to burns, 
do not bear him out in the conclufions he has drawn. from 
them ; on the contrary, that, by an appofite practice, the cure, 
in thofe cafes, would have been more fpeedily effeCted. 





__ oe 


* See Brit. Crit, vol. xi, pr 297 
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We fhall conclude our account of this interefting publica. 
tion, by laying before our readers a communication from 
Mr. Fiederick Horn to the author, illuftrating the value of 
the pragtice here recommended. 


« Dear Sir, Newxafile, 25th Faly, 1800. 

‘* T have great pleafure in communicating to you another inftance, 
where your method of treating burns has been fuccefsfully employed. 

«« George Smith, an under-viewer, in Raven{worth colliery, was 
feverely burnt on the 3d July, 1800, by a quantity of inflammable air 
taking fire in the pit, into which be had juft defcended to give direc- 
tions to the workmen. ‘The explofion was fo violent as to drive u 
ftones, &c. to the top of the fhaft, (above fixty fathom) ; and the fhoc 
was felt, and the report which accompanied it was diftinGly heard, by 
fome farmets who were in bed in their honfes, at fome diftance from 
the place. 

e I found him two hours after the accident, with his hair finged 
clofe to his head. The whole cuticle was peeled off from his face and 
neck, which were quite black with the fine coal duft, which had been 
driven fo forcibly upon them. ‘He was burnt in different places about 
his loins, and from the knees to the ancles, except fome {mall patches 
where the tkin had only been fcorched. 

«* On looking at his hands I was fhocked with their appearance ; 
on taking hold of them, the fkin and nails came off exaétly like a torn 
glove, and the extenfor tendons of the fingers were bare in feveral 
places. In. fhort he was the moft feyerely burnt of any patient who 
ever came under my care, iwi 3 

«* Nothing had been done to him before I faw him, as he had only 
joft been brought home. He had frequent fhiverings; and, although 
a very refolute man, complained much of pain, and thought he mutt 
have been injured in his lungs, from the fenfe of heat he felt there, 
and from the bad tafte in his mouth. 

** There was fome ftrong gin and water on the table when I went 
in, and I immediately gave him a large tumbler glafs ful] of it. 1 
warmed fome oil of turpentine, by holding a cup of it in boiling 
water, and I directed the attendants to bathe him afliduoufly with it, 
by means of probes armed with, lint, and dipped into the fpitir. This 
was calle done while I was employed in {preading plafters, (viz. 
ung. refin. fav, c, Ol, Terebinth) and the poor man found much relief 
from it. He however complained much of his hands, which were very 
painful, and fmarted at the time of the application, but foon had a 
much eafier feel. 1 applied‘the platters to every part where 1 fufpetied 
the fire to have reached, gave him another glafs of ftrong gin and wa- 
ter, to which I added fixty dfops.of laudanum, and I defired he thould 
have more of the fpirit it the thiverings fhoald recur. 

‘* In the evening | found him toletably eafy, and confidering his 
fituation, wonderfully fo.—He.had been my patient fourteen years 
ago, when he had been pretty much burnt, although not near {fo fe- 
verely as at this time ; and had then been treated with ol. lin. c. aqua 
<alcis, to which a portion of the tin@. opii. had been added, and be 
remarked, ‘ that the fire, be thenght, feemed likely to be killed fooner now 
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than before.” He had taken gin and water only once fince morning» 
when he had a return of the fhivering, and his attendants had moiften- 
ed the plafters with Ol. Terebinth at his own requeft, from the relief 
he thought he felt from it. 1 gave him fixty drops of laudanum in a 
little {fpurit and water, to be taken at bed-time. 

««' Jn the morning I found he had paffed a tolerable night: I re- 
moved the plafters, and found fome flight appearances of fu tion, 
particularly on the face, where a lardaceous appearance had taken 
place, but of a black colour from the coal duft, I bathed the burnt 

rts again with the Ol}. Terebinth, renewed the dreflings, and allowed 
Pim gin and water, to be taken when fhivering (which now and then 
threatened him) fhould occur. At night he took fixty of. lau- 
danum ; his bowels kept open, and he made no complaint of pain ex- 

in his hands. 

«© Third day,—There is a tolerable fuppuration on the faee, neck, 
body, and legs. ‘The blacknefs, from the coal duft which appears to 
be frm attached to the cutis, is feparating faft, in the form of black 
lard. fe remarks, that the fire is killed every where but in bis hands. 
He was dreffed with ang. refin. flav. with a lefs proportion of Ol, 
Terebinth. He is forbid the ufe of fpirits, but allowed porter as far 
as three pints in the 24 hours, if he chufes fo much, His anodyne is 
continued. 

«« Fourth day.—The fuppuration in the face, body, and legs, 
on well, and feveral parts are now turning florid, as the blacknels dif- 
appears. The fcorched parts have neither bliftered nor run into fup- 
puration, ‘There is a large difcharge of thin ichor from the hands; 
and on fome parts of the fingers there is ftill a thick gelatinous 
matter adhering. His allowance of porter is continued, He has no 
fhiverings. Dreflings are changed for cerat. ¢ lapid, calamin, Ano- 
dyne continued. 

‘ Fifthto cat. su day.—Going on well ;-—treatment continued ; 
——— open ;—allowance of porter diminifhed to a pint and a half 

r day. 
ee Ninth day.—Suppuration large ;—all the blacknefs gone off ;—« 
difcharge from the hands ftill thin, and in great quantity, attended 
with much pain, Prepared chalk, finely powdered, is ordered to be 
fprinkled on all the fores, covering it with cerat, elap. calamin, {pread 
on rags. He is to take five grains of calomel at night, and to have a 
purge in the morning. 

‘* In the afternoon I was fuddenly fent for to him :—-The pain in 
his hands was intolerable, and he had two fmart thivering fits, Having 
never before feen chalk applied, I attributed the pain to its ufe, but on 
takings off the dreffings, 1 found my affiftant had not applied any of it 
to the hands, He had ufed it liberally to the face, neck, body, and. 
legs, and thefe parts were perfectly eafy. I ordered emollient poultices 
to be applied to the hands and arms, and renewed every eight hours. 
The chalk was continued to the other parts. 

** Tenth and eleventh days.—The treatment continued. Pus on 
the face, neck, and legs of good confiftence, and no pain in thefe parts, 
The hands are eafier after che poultices are firft applied, but foon be- 
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come fo painful as to make him urgent for a renewal of them; and 
when they are taken off, the difcharge of thin matter pours from 
them. Finding the chalk agree fo well with the other parts, I fprin- 
kled his right hand freely with it, and covered it with the cerate 
plafters. He felt, as he faid, a little tingling from the application, 
and wifled to have the poultice continued to the left hand. I was 
glad of the opportunity of making this comparative trial, and allowed 
at to be fo, 

** Swelfth day.—Head, neck, and legs much better ;—loins nearly 
healed. 1 fpeak within bounds, when I fay four fquare inches of fkin 
have been beautifully formed on one leg fince yellerday, I know no 
term which will give fo good an idea of this procefs as icing over ; the 
extent covered, and the {mooth fhiny appearance being fo like an icy 
pellicle formed on a fmooth piece of water. 

** Fifteenth day.—Face and legs mending faft ;—loins well ;—his 
hands cémpletely raw, and bleeding from every point ;—the poultice 
on the left band is deluged in thin matter, and this hand is by far the 
moft painful, The right hand covered with the chalk, although pain- 
ful, is not nearly fo much fo as the left, and the man is anxious to have 
the chalk applied to it, which is allowed ;—anodyne continued ;—five 
grains of calomel at night, and a {mart purge to be taken early in the 
morning. 

** Sixteenth day.—He has had two copious evacuations from the 
calomel and purging powder ;—every part better ;—the left hand much 
eafier, but the granulations much loofer than the right; they bleed 
mote readily, and are more painful, 


*€ Seventeenth day.—One leg quite fkinned over ; face and other leg 
much better. 

'  Twenty-firft day.— The face and neck quite fkinned over, except 
a {mall part of each eye-lid, and the nofe; right !eg almoft healed ;— 
sight hand fkinned over from above the wrift to the ends of the fingers 
én the infide, and much better on the back part ;—left hand, to which 
the poultice had been fo long applied, begins to grow better, but is far 
behind the other, fo as to give a moft decided preference to the chalk. 
He is now fo well that I have allowed him to go into his garden. 

** You fee, my dear fir, that 1 have been teciouily circumftantial in 
my account of this cafe. I now déem my patient fo near well, that I 
fhall difcontinue my jcurnal ; and [have only toadd, that I have been 
fo particular in the recital of the treatment, becaufe perhaps you may 
have no cafe which furnithes fuch a fair oppor‘unity for comparin 
your method with others commonly ufed, The poor fellow had felt the 
old method with oil, &c. and was therefore well enabled to appreciate 
the prefent plan, efpecially as he'is a man of great refolution, and of 
ftrong natural fenfe. You have alfo had frequent opportunities of 
fecing him during the cure, and of convincing yourbif of the truth 
of every circumftance, And I think the trouble you have had in 
refcuing this important branch of praétice from the rade hands who 
fo long held it, will be well repaid, were it only with the reflections 
this cafe will give you.—-As a memento of my fenfe of the obligations 
the profeflion haye to you, and to fhew, as my poor patient fays, there 
was 
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was xe bairn’s play in this burn, I will beg your acceptance of a 
ration I have rb 8 of the fkin and a" ” — 
‘6 I am, 
« Dear Sir, 
* Very fincerely, yours, 
** FREDERICK HORN.” 


«¢ There ftill remain fome parts to heal in the above cafe, and I 
have no doube Mr. H. will fee, in the fabfequent part of the cure, the 
benefit of cathartics.—I have a pleafure in adding the opinion of Mr. 
Nelfon, of Chefter-le-Street, in the county of Durham, who has had 
very extenfive practice in burns in the collieries on the river Wear :— 
he fays, when the fores have taken upon themfelves the_ulcerous difpo- 
fition, nothing but repeated purging at due intervals has fucceeded in 
enabling him to finifh the cure.” P.4tu. 





Arr. X. A Letter to the Right Hon. William Pitt, on the In- 
fruence of the Stoppage of Iffues in Specie, at the Bank of Eng- 
land ; on the Prices of Provifiens and other Commodities. By 
“tamil Boyd, Efg. M. P. Svo. 112 pp. 3s. 6d. Wright. 
1500. 


N the prefent feafon of diftrefs, every projefor applies him- 
felf to difcover fome extraordinary or unnatural caufe for 
the high price of provifions. One aicribes it to the avarice of 
the great farmer, who hoards his corn, and propoles therefore 
to fix a certain price. This has been the cry of every age, 
when grain fold at a high rate. Shakfpeare has brought to the 
gate of hell, ** a farmer who had hanged himfelf on the ex- 
pectarion of plenty” *; yet there were in his time few over- 
grown or opulent farmers, and not many large farms. The 
combinations of jobbers and corn-faGors were fuppofed in 
former times, as.they are now, to have raifed the price to an 
unreafonable height ; though the very laws made to reprefs 
them, prove the impoffibility of furnifhing a general and equal 
fupply without that clafs of dealers ;:and moft abfurdly fup- 
pole, that the bufinefs would be better managed if it were en- 
grofled by a few licenfed brokers, than if it were open to the 
fair competition of all. 
The war is another caule of high price, which prefents itfelf 
to the imaginations of all who profels to be enemies to war j 
though, if the evidence of experience may be trulted, war, 
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whatever other evils may attend it, has a dire&t tendency to re. 
duce the price of Brain. The increafe of population has alfo 
been afligned as a caule of the fcarcity, and confequent high 
price of grain ; though, undoubtedly, the augmentation of the 
price, fince 1798, is by no means equal to ahy fuppofed num. 
ber of children who can have come into exiftence, or grown 
up to maturity, fince that period, when corn was cheap. 


The country banks, which many people diflike, have been, 


in their turn, charged with the produ€tion of this evil, by the 
fupport they give to every perfon—farmer, miller, gr jobber—- 
who may be poflefled of corn ; and who, by means of theig 
notes, is enabled to with-hold it from the market. 

Mr. Walier Boyd, who is a man of confiderable ingenuity 
in matters of {peculation, has come forward, firlt, in defence of 
the country banks, for whofe fpeculations he feems to have 
fome tendernefs ; and, fecondly, with an attack upon THE 
Bank or ENGLAND (whofe condué he avows to have always 
difliked) afcribing to the a@tual amount of their notes in cir- 
culation the prefent high price of provifions. 

To lower the credit of the Bank of en may by fome 
be thought not very confiftent with the indulgence of this au- 
thor for the country banks, which depend upon it. Others 
may obferve, that the reafoning which he now advances on the 
{ubje& of money and credit, 1s totally repugnant to kis own 
« proje&t of the sth of April, 1796.” Leaving to others the dif- 
cuffion of the remaining parts of this pamphlet, we fhall confine 
ourfelves to examine that main propofition, which meets us at 
the introduétion and the clofe: ** That the prefent amount of 
bank notes, by the return tothe Houfe of Commons 15,450,970l, 
is an increafe of paper-money, beyond what the circulation 
the country requires and can abforb.” Nor, in examining this 
propofition, fhall we have recourfe to any other proofs (though 
there are many) except thofe which Mr. Boyd himfelf has ex- 
hibited in this very pamphlet, and particularly in the note D. 

It will not certainly be denied, that the circulating medium 
in a country muft be increafed in proportion to the number of 
exchanges which muft take place in it; or, in plainer words, 
in proportion to the increafe of its imports and exports, and its 
interior commerce. Mr. Boyd, who concurred in the refolu- 
tions of the ed of April, which cenfured the condu& of the 
Bank in diminifhing the iffue of its notes, at that period of in- 
creafed commerce, will not controvert this propofition. He 
indeed admits it in the outfet of his note D; but fays, that na 
man will be hardy enough to maintain, that the increafe of the 
national debt, and of the imports and exports within the laft 
four years, cau be confidered as evidence of a fimilar increafe 
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in every branch of the national induftry, It would, however, 
be more idle than hardy, if any one fhould undertake to main- 
tain a propofition fo vague in itfelf, and fo inapplicable to the 
main argument, kay 

The increafe of the national debt demands, of courfe, a ful 
ficient number of bank. notes to pay the increafed dividends, 
which are always paid in that currency. - The increafe af ex- 
ports and imports proves that the difcounts muft be more ex- 
tenfive, and confequently that it is probable, though not cer- 
tain, that there mult, for that purpole alfo, be more bank notes 
jn circulation. The evidence, that every branch of national 
induttry has increafed, muft be fought elfewhere ; though fome 
prefumption that the fearch will not be fruitlefs, ye be found 
in the increafe of exports and imports, As toa fimilar in- 
creafe, if by that is meant an egual increafe, it will not eafily 
be found in every branch of induftry ; becaufe many branches 
of internal induftry are flow in their procefs, and do not require 
much increafe of the circulating medium. 

Agricultural operations, and the extenfion of the communi- 
cation of the country by roads or navigations, afford fome evi- 
dence of the increafe of other branches of national induftry ; 
and an additional evidence is drawn from the increafe of build- 
ings. In the laft four years, to which Mr. Boyd has confined 
his queftion (though it will appear, in the fequed, that the pe- 
riod ought to have been extended at leaft to the year 1793) 
about three hundred aéts have paffed for the inclofure and 
drainage of at leaft three millions and a half of acres; a num- 
ber, far beyond that of any former period. Navigation and 
road-bills have increafed in a very large propostion ; and the 
increafe of buildings, for public and private ufe, befides two 
vaft docks in the metropolis, are fymptoms vifible to every un- 
pues eye. - : 

ur object, however, is not to raife {peculation againk f{pe- 
culation, and to reafon upon uncertain grounds. We fhall, 
therefore, after this flight notice of the vague ftatements in the 
note D, proceed upon the fingle poflulatum of a propofition 
admitted by Mr. Boyd ; * that the circulating medium,of a 
country muft increafe in proportion to the extent of its ex- 


: changes”—to prove, againft him, that the prefent extent of , 


bank notes is not greater than the circulation of the country 
requires, ' 

_ The average circulation of bank notes for three years, end- 
INE IN 1793, was 11,500,043). The average imports and ex- 
ports, for the fame period, was 42,404,410]. The commer- 
cial diftrefs in 179g, and the refult of the meafure by which it 
Was relieved, proves that the circulation was then infufficient. 
The 
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The average circulation of bank notes, for the next three 
years, was 11,844,2161. an addition only of ,4; totally ina. 
dequate even to the former amount of trade. But the average 
imports and exports of this period increafed to the fum of 
50,867,818]. hence the fagnation in February, 1797. 

The laft return of bank notes is 15,450,970. 

The average imports and exports, for three years, ending in 
7799, amounts to 59,129,046]. 

Admit the circulation for the firft period to have been ade. 
quate, though it undoubtedly was deficient in a very great de- 
gree, the queftion is, what ought to be the proportional in- 
creafe of circulation, to the increafe of imports and exports 


in the lat period? If 42,204,410]. requires 13,500,043). 


what will 59,129,046. require? The anfwer is 16,112,584l, 

The a€tual circulation therefore is below the fum required 
by 661,970]. which, upon the whole circulating medium, is 
fomewhat above one twenty-fifth lefs than the fum which 
might have been added to it, in due proportion to the iffue of 
bank notes in 1793. But it muft be allowed, that the amount 
of the bank notes, in 1793, was inadequate to the circulation, 
which at that period the commerce of the kingdom required, 

The amount of that deficiency may, with very reafonable 


certainty, be known by the fupport which government ‘then | 


gave to commercial credit, which in truth was nothing more 
than an extenfion of the iffue of bank notes, through the me. 
dium of Exchequer bills. The Bank itfelf might, with the 
fame advantage, have performed the fame operation, by increaf- 
ing its difcounts. 

The whole fum advanced by government was 2,129,200l, 
all repaid (after every expence of an extraordinary commitfion 
defrayed) with a fmall profit, The alarm, from a want of 
circulation, had been fo general, that a fum of five millions 
had been thought neceffarv to pe for the exigence. 

The adtual demand, in the firft moment, did not much ex- 
ceed three millions and a half; of which the unwarrantable 
claims did not amount to 400,000], and had the Bank, in the 
due exercife of its own difcretion, in admitting or reje€ing 
difcounts (to which it was at leaft as competent as the com- 
miffioners named by government) iffued a fum. equal to. that 
which, without any lofs, was advanced by the public, it may 
be prefumed, that the diftrefs of credjt would not have arifen, 
and the Bank would have gained the difcount. 

This tranfaGion proves, that the ftate of commerce in the 
country, in 1793, required and would have abforbed a circula- 
tion, to the extent at lealt of two millions beyond the 
31,509,000). it then poffeffed in bank notes. i 
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If this be a jult fuppofition, the increafe of bank notes from 
that period, mult appear to be indeed very moderate: for, if 
13,500,000!. be a neceflary circulation for a commerce of 
42,000,000. 15,500,000l. is furely not too much for a com- 
merce of §9,000,000l. Yer 3g 8 

If the comparifon therefore was fairly drawn, between the 
fum to which the circulating medium, by means of the Bank, 
ought to have been provided in 1993, {till more in 1796, 
and the prefent amount of that circulation, the Bank may ra- 
ther be charged with being too timid in its operations than too 

rofufe. he) 

If the commerce of 1793, required a circulation of thirteen 
millions and a half, that oF 1799, would require a circulation 
of eighteen millions inftead ot fifteen millions and a half. 

This proof feems to. us fo undeniably evident, that it would 
hardly be arrogant to conclude it with a mathematical Q. E. D. 
With this therefore, which, if admitted, deftroys the whole 
force of the pamphlet, we conclude our confideration of it. 





Agt. XI. Archeologia, or Mifcellaneous Traé&s relating te An- 
tiquity, Vol. XII, 


(Continued from our laft, p. $97.) 


[% recurring to this volume, our attention is carried to a num- 
ber of curious infcriptions, autographs, names, crefts, arms, 
and devices, found on the walls of a room in the Tower, which 
the ftare-delinquents at different times confined there, being’ ge- 
nerally denied the ufe of books, feem to have made by way of 
amufement, and to.alleviate the horrors of imprifonment. ‘The 
refident Secretary, with a laudable zeal to refcue from oblivion 
what thefe unfortunate men ufed their only means to record, 
has had them copied in even plates, and given along with them 
biographical fketches, which together form the next article, 


VII. Account. of Infcriptions difeevered on the Walls of an 
Apartment inthe Tower of Londen. By the Rev. Fohn Brand, 
Secretary, Read Nov.'17, 1796. 


Our readers will be beft informed in Mr. B.’s own words, 
how they happened:so be brought to light. 


« There is a room in Beauchamp’s Tower, in the Tower of Lon- 
‘don, antiently the place of confinement for {tate-prifoners, and which 
has 
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has lately been converted into a mefs-room for the officers of the gar. 
sifon there*. On this alteration my, made, a great number of in. 
fcriptions was difcovered on the walls of the room, which probably have, 
for the moft part, been made with nails, and are all of ty it fhould 
feem, the undoubted autographs, at different periods, of the feveral iJ. 
luftridus and unfortunate tenants of this once dreary manfion. For the 
difcovery, as well as the prefervation, of thefe moft curious memofials, 
the Society fland indebted to the unremitted zeal and attention of their 
refpectable member, Colonel Smith, F, R.S, Major of the Tower of 
London,” P, 68. 


There is but one date later than the time of Elizabeth, and 
none prior to that of Henry VIII. The earlieft is 1§18. In 
the reign of the latter, the principal caafes of thefe imprifon. 
ments feem to have been of a religious nature, and for deny- 
ing the King’s fupremacy: in that of the former, for plots 
againft the Queen's government, and for aiding and abetting 
her Scottifh rival. e fhall mention fome of the moft cu. 
rious particulars. 

The device of the ambitious John Dudley, Dpke of Nor. 
thumberland, done lefs than a month before he was behead. 
ed. ‘* His name, in the fpelling of the age, is under the creft 
of the lion and bear and ragged ftaff.” Geslirtanth is a pun- 
ing infcription. 

A repetition, taken from different fides of the room, of the 
royal title of the amiable and unfortunate Lady Jane Gray. 


‘© She had, perhaps, a latent meaning in this repetition of her figs 
nature, Fawe, by which fhe at once ftyled herfelf a Queen, and int 
mated, that not even the horrors of a prifom could force her to reline 
quith that tide.” P, 70, 


«* The autograph of Philip Howard, Earl of Arundel, and fon of 
Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, who was beheaded, A, D, 
1572.” 


This is fubfcribed to a fhort fentence in Latin, full of piety, 
and which accords well with his chara@er. 


« Here he lay above four years before he was brought to his trial, 
which came on April 18, 1 §89 and of which the particulars are pre- 
ferved in the collection of State Trials, ‘Though condemned to die, 
he never felt the edge of the axe, but was repri from time to time 
till his death in the Tower, Oét. 19, (Collins fays Nov. 19, 1 595) and 
aged about 40 years; thus compenfating, as it were, by a clofe con- 
finement for ten years, the fatal ftroke that had been undergone by his 
father, grand-father, and great grand-father.” P, 73. 





———— 


* An jofide vitw of this room alfo is given, in its original Mates 
Rew. 
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An infcription and cyphers of Arthur and Edmund Poole, 
brothers, who were confined here on an indi&ment of treafon: , 


«« That they and others, named in the fame indytemente, as falfe 
traytors and rebells agenfte the Queen’s majefty, did compaffe, ima- 


, and goe aboute not onlye to depryve and depofe the Queen, but 
aio her death and deftruétion; and to fette upp and make the Skot- 
tyfhe Queen, Queen of this realme.” 


But the parties, though found guilty, we are told, did not 
fuffer ; at leaft, the lives of the Pooles were fpared, ‘in confi- 
deration of their being of the blood royal. 


** It fhould feem, however, that beth Arthur and Edmund Poole 
were confined during their lives in.the Tower: for in the regifter of 


the Tower chapel there remain, between the years 1565 and 1578, the 
two following entries : 


« Mr, Arthur Poole, buried in the chappell. 
«« Mr, Arthur Poole’s brother, buried in the chappell.” P. ++ 


i 


The laft article in the colleGtion exhibits a charge of a very 
different nature. 


« Hugh Draper committed the 21ft of March, 1560. This man 
was brought in by the accufation of one John Maa, an aflronomer, as 
a fufpect of a conjuror or forcerer, and thereby to practife matter 
againfte Sir William St, Lowe and my ladie.” P. 98. 

He does not feem, howeVer, to,have been very much alarm- 
ed by his confinement. For he had left a fpecimen of his 
very art upon the wall, which is copied here in a folio plate, 
one fourth of the fize of the original. This he has entitled 
‘« a fpher,” or the cafting of a nativity, It is a moft elabo- 
tate performance, and one of the beft inftances we have feen 
of the ** operosé agendo nihil agens.“ The poor man was 
moft probably deranged in his intellects, and ought to have 
been delivered over to another fort of cuftody. But that a 
perfon, who it appears was but a tavern-keeper, and of other- 
wile reputable charaéter, fhould have becn imprifoned in the 
Tower on a charge fo abfurd, is a ftrong proof of the fuper- 
ftition and credulity of the age. 


VIII. Copy of an Original MS. entitled ‘* Inftru&tionns for 
every Centioner® to obferve duringe the Continuance of the Frenche 


Fleet 


——— 





a 


* The generality of our readers may perhaps with to have fome ex- 
planation of this term. ‘* Centenarius Gothorum proprié et Germa- 
norum eft, qui comitum territoria per cemtenas five eenturias (Tacito 
Pager) djvidebant, fingulum Gngule praiicientes, ceniemarium ande ¢ 
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Fleet uppon this Coft, untill Knowlege fhal be had of ther Dif- 


percement ; given by Sir George Carye, Captein this forft 4 Sep. 
RS 


1586." Communicated by Sir William Adufgrave, Bart. 
and F. A. §. Read Feb. 16, 1797. 


From thefe inftru€&ions, which are but fhort, we fhall ex. 
tra& the following, for the fake of making a flight remark. 


«© That yow take order in all the perrifhes within your canton that 
no bells be ronge in the churchefor fervice, chrifteninge or burriall, 
but only on bel during this tyme and uppon the alaram al the bells to 


be ronge out. 

“s "That yow appoint fome of your dodiers during this tyme {til to 
attend yow, and that ther horfes be alwais in a reddines to pas in hat 
as occafion fhal be offred.” P, ror. , 


In an extra@t from Camden’s Britannia, fubjoined by way 


of note, it is faid, that ** it had been the cuftom antiently for. 


horfemen, then called hobelers, to be ftationed in moft places, 
in order to give notice of the enemy’s approach in the day.” 
But this does not give an exact explanation of the word. The 
hoblers, hobelars, hobbyllers, or hobilers, were light-armed horfe- 
men mounted on little fleet horfes, called Aobini’or hobbies, a 
term peculiar to England*: which Du Cange in v. explains by 
equi difcooperti (not furnifhed, or light) as oppofed to egui 
cooperts (turnifhed, or heavy). In the 28th of Edw. I. their 
pay was 6d. a day. | 


IX. Account of the Fall of fame of the Stones of Stone-henge, 
in a Letter from William George Maton, M. B. F. A. 8S. to Ayle 
mer Botirke Lambert, Efg. F.R. 8. and F. A.S. Read June 


29, 1797: 
OF the three trilithons (each confifting of two uprights and 
an impoft) which had till then remained in their original pofi- 


tion, the one ftanding on the right hand, as you advance from 
the entrance, fell with fuch a tremendous crafh, on Jan. 3 


Lo ok 








— ee ee 


centarionem apellatum, Francis cextonem.” Spelman’s Gloff. p..151.. So 
that thefe centioners, to whom the inftra€tions were fent, were nothing 
elfe than Domini Hundredi (Ang\, Hundredors ) as it is exprefied after- 
wards, p. 155. ** Noftrum autem centenarium (quem hodié Dominum 
Hundredi vocant) é legibus afpice Edovardi Confeff. cap. 32." Rev. 

* Hence bobly-hor/es for children, from their fize. Liber Gardero- 
be, p. LI. et gloff. ad fin. p. 306. Thefe bobler: are mentioned in the 
Pafton Letters, Il. 329, where, it is remarked, that ‘* they were light 
horfemen, who by the texare 7, lands were obliged to maintain their 
nags, and be in readinefs, on fudden invafions, to {fpread intelligence.” 
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797, that ** fome people employed at the plough, full half a 
v7 : diftant, fuddenly fel: a mon! ati conc » oF jarring 
of the ground.” Nor is this furprifing ; as, ec ngpen- Mr, 
M.'s experiments, the ponderofity of the whole érilithon was 
nearly 70 tons ; that of the impoit alone being confidersably 
more thaneleven. The immediate caufes of this fall are fup- 
pofed to have been.a fudden and rapid thaw fucceeding a ay 
deep fnow, the inclination which the érilithon had acquited, 
and thecorrofion of one of the fupporters near its foundation. 

One miftake has been cleared up by this accident. ‘Thefe 
ftupendous ftones were thought to have extended to a very con- 
derable depth within the ground; but ‘* it appears, that. the 
longer of the fupporters was not more than three feet fix in- 
ches deep (meafuring down the middle) nor the other but litte 
more than three feet.” 


** We do not find the precife time of any alteration prior to 
this upon record; it is therefore probable, that none may have 
pened for feveral centuries, and the late accident being the only cir- 
cumftance afcertained with exaétnefs, may be pees as a remark. 


able zta in the hiftory of this noble monument of ancient art,” P. 105. 


This account is illuftrated by two handfome plates of the 
folio fize ; the one being a view of Stonehenge, previous to 
the date of this fall, and the other reprefenting its prefent ap- 
pearance. 


X. An Examination of an Infcription on a Barn in Kent; 
the Mantle-Tree in the Parfonage Houfe at Helmdon in Nortp- 
amptonfhire, as defcribed by the Profeffors Wallis and Ward, re- 
vied ; and Queries and Remarks on the general Ufe of Arabie 
Numerals in England. In a Letter from the Rev. Samuel 
Denne, F. A. 8. to Richard Gough, Efq. Read Feb. 23; 
March 23, 30; May 11, 18, and 25. 


The celebrated Helmdon Mantle-tree, and the infcriptions 
and thields of arms placed in the walls of buildings at Prefton 
Hall in Aylesford, are again brought under review in this ela- 
borate difquifition ; and we think that they will heneeforth 
lofe the credit of that highantiquity, which Préfeffors Wallis 
and Ward had affigned tothem. Mr. D, begins with the 
ea/!-houfe and barn at Prefton Hall, of which there are fketches 
given. On the end of the barn the date 1102, in Arabic fi- 
gures, appears, with the initials T. C. a little below, between 
two coats of arms Colepeper quartering Hardrefbull. On the 
oaft-houfe there is the fame date, but * T, C, is twicgcarved ; 
ence with the fhield, that has - it the arms of Colepeper only, 

and 
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and again with a fhield, on which the fame coat is quartered 
with the arms of Hardrefhull.” Mr. D. has fhown, that the 
Thomas Colepeper, who had the sight of quartering thefe arms, 
died at Preto Hallin 1602. itis t0 be particutarly remarks 
ed alfo, that both the barn and oa(t-houfe are of drick, and that 
the ftyle of ftructure of both is conformable to the buildings 
of chat age. us Ong 

The queltion then. recurs, what can be the fignification of 
the date 1102 in-Arabic numerals? “This Mr.. D.. hasingenis 
oufly f \ved. 

“To Themas Colepeper, by aubofe diteBion the numerals 1102 were 
offixed to the barn and oaft-houfe, fappofing them to fpecify a year (and 
they can hardly be otherwifé conftrued) they muft have marked what 
he deemed eu Ampartant era in bis family: for before my: late excellent 


friend, Dr. Joleph Milner, improved this feat, and took down a high. 


wall that was in the front of it, there were two more iofcriptions 


bearing the famie date. One of them, as mentioned by Mr. Hatted 
was on a chimney,’ the other, as noticed by Dr. Harris, onan o 

fone portal on the ‘left hind of the gate. And if the famfly* had 
really inhabited this manfion 506 years, it is not in the deaft See 
that a defcendant fhould be folicitous to thos perpetuate fo mémorab 

anevent. And fhould it have been his intention to apprife the; many 
Colepeper plants, which had long flourifhed in different parts pf Kent; 
that they were feyons from the Prefton Alall ftem, it was a {pice of 
vanity that was excufable.” P. 112. ’ 


«* But be the furmife well-founded or groundlefs, that the infcription 
is commemorative. of a family epoch, the figures themfelves will fot 
calt a ray of light on the introduction of Arabic numerals,:.as: the 
fculptor would clearly give a preference to figures that were, nioft com 
venient, and moft in ufe at the time he was employed ; nor can there 
be any reafonable doubt of the buildings not being ere€ted before the 
clofe of the 16th century.” P. 113. ye 


Mr. D. next enters upon the confideration of the Helmdaa 
mantle-tree, according to the drawings exhibited of it, by Dr 
Wallis, to the Royal Society: and, from the figure of the 
dragon vilant, and ihe fleur de liz, neatly carved, or at leah 
neatly engraved, upon tne dexter diviffon of it, he thinks ‘it 
will better correfpond with the age of Henry VIUI. than either 
thatof Henry I. or IIT. The two capital letters, W. R. of 
a thield in the finifter divifion, fuppofed to denote the initials 
of the name of the then reétor of Helmdon, are referred @ 
Will. Renalde, A. M. twenty-ninth re&or, who was inftituted 
in 1523, only ten years previous to the date, which Mr. D. 
had allotted to the Helmdon infcription, and ‘* who,” he fup- 
pofes, ‘* might have adopted this mode of informing tholé 
who came.atter him, that they were obliged to him for this 
handfome decoration of their parlour chimney.” am 
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This leads Mr. D. to an enquiry, when the Arabic figures 
became general, either in arithmetical accounts, or in denoting 
years and days ; and after adverting to Madox’s hiftory of the 
Exchequer, the wardrobe account of Edward I. the regifters 
of monafteries, and the private accounts in the Northumber- 
land-Houfe Book, as well as infcriptions carved, punched, or 
ftamped on {tone or wood, on brafs or other metal, he proves 
that their ufe was by no means fo early ** as has been inad- 
vertently conccived by fome perfons, and by others implicitly 
adopred.” The reafons he here affigns for the very flow pro- 
erefs in the practice with therh, for upwards of one hundred 
years after they were certainly known in this country, are 


i partly the general {tate of knowledge and literature in the 15th 


century 5 partly a pertinacious adherence to old habits and 


s forms, and the fears and doubts which fcribes and fcriveners 


might entertain, whether if a more cafy mode of reckonin 
was purfued, the profits of their craft would not be leflened by 
it, Thefe profits, indeed, were foon not only to be leflened, 
but moft effe€tually deftroved, by the introduGion of printing, 
which would proportionably accelerate the progrefs of Arabic 
numerals, 


By that excellent invention there would be an increafe of {cho- 
lars in arithmetic, and the knowledge of it attained with greater fa. 
cility. Nor could the compofitors of the prefs have had the fame 

rejudices againft. thefe, figures, that the writers and traufcribers of 
MSS, might entertain, becaufe it might affe their livelihood. A 
curfory view of a proof-theet, apon which were imprefied the fame 
fms of money in the common cyphers, and in Roman capitals, would 
immediately fatisfy“an impartial’ examiner, which clafs was the more 
eligible. 

* In the middle of the 16th century, Robert Record, Fellow of 
All-Soul’s College in Oxford, and do€tor of phyfic, publithed his per- 
lett work and pra¢tice of arithmetic. It was dedicated to king Ed- 
ward VI. and contained two dialogues between the mafter and fcholar, 
the former of them teaching the art and ufe of arithmetic with the 
pen, the fecond the accounting by conaters. Of this book, the firt 
edit, in 8¥o. was in 154.0%; the fecond in 8vo. with angmentations by 


John Dee, in 1590; and a third, in 12mo. enlarged by John Mellis, 
in 1658,” P, 137. 


From this book a foecimen is fubjoined of the author's me- 
thod of illuftrating an example, which exhibits a ftrange jum- 
ble of Arabic and Roman notation. All the examples are 


_—, 





- 


* This is an errot of the prefs-for 1¢49. “A different account is 
ven of the editions of this book at pp 161. Rev, 
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iven in common figures, but the rules are illoftrated in words, 
tters, and figures ; and, therefore, Mr. D. thinks 


‘© it is not a {trained inference from this treatife of a great arith. 
metician, that in his days the Arabian numerals could not have beeg 
in very common ufe, when the mafter found it requifite to explain to 
his fcholar in fuch an heterogeneous method the force, value, and uti- 
lity of thefe now vulgar figures.” 


This is a very fair deduétion ; and our aftonifhment is the 
more increafed at it, when we confider, as Mr. D. has obferved, 


«« the flow progrefs formerly made in —— a fcience, a profi- 
ciency in which is now fo eafily obtained ; for a ttripling at a fchool 
in a country village can now, by the help of thofe figures, work a fum 


that the eminent sewn Bacon could not have reckoned perhaps ina 
whole day with Roman capitals.” 


Fron a deep fenfe of the benefit that has accrued to peoplg 
of every degree and {tation in fociety, Mr. D. feems to have 


inveftigated this fubje& with peculiar ardour ; for he has re- 
fumed it, and on fomewhat former grounds, in the following : 


XI. Additional Remarks on the Helmdon Mantle-Tree Infcrip- 
tion, and on the Knowledge and Ujfe of Arabic Numerals in the 
13th, 14th, 1$th, and 16th Centuries, By the Rev. Samuel 
Denne, F. A. 8. Read June 1, 1797. 


The teafoning on the infcriptions in the laft memoir was 
principally founded on a review of the plates, as publifhed in 
the Philofophical Tranfadtions. But Mr. D. was enabled to 
be more accurate in his remarks, and to {peak more decidedly 
on the fubje&, by the indefatigable zeal of Mr. Gough*, the 





* On the mention of this meant rey ter cannot omit the 
rtunity of expreffing our » that t iety fhould be de- 
eed of the labours of fo excellent a fcholar. For vatied and ex« 
tenfive pes co a es congo exertion, as wel] as cones in invefti- 
ting every fubj ing to antiquity, gaando ullum invenient 
er if ‘he union of ron 5 and ts na then moft - a 
they are applied to enrich a country’s literature, the late edition of 
Camden, and the Sepulchral Monuments will remain a lafting tefti- 
mony of fuch a patriotic application. But we have no occafion to 
bring thefe {plendid, and we may call them national works, to out 
readers’ recollection ; we need only appeal to the former volumes of 
this very publication, to afk, whether a continuance of the fame lite- 
affiftance would not have been moft defirable ? With refpett to 
the caufe, why it has been withdrawn, it if not for us to enquire into 
is; we can only lament the «fad. 
1 then 
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° 
then DireGtor, ‘‘ who being apprifed that the Mantle- Tree 
was extant, took a journey into Northamptonfhire for the par- 
pofe of furveying it,” and made his report upon it. This re- 
port is inferted here, accompanied with a fac-fimile taken at 
the time. The former we thall extraé, as it thows the prefent 
ftate of this infcription, about which fo much has been faid. 


« In the modernization of a room,” writes Mr. Gough, ** ong 
nally 20 by 12, now divided into a drawing-room and book-clofet, the 
mantle-tree has piven way to a modern chimney-piece ; not by remo- 
val or abolition, but by inclofure in a fhelf over the fire-place, te- 
movable at the pleafure of antiquaries. By this alteration, the prin- 
cipal parts are preferved, though the new wainfcot trenches a little og 
the tops of the characters, and entirely conceals the head of the dra- 
gon, and the rofes finial. Nothing has been cut or broken off the fi- 
gures, nor is any material part concealed, asthe inclofed fac-fimile will 
convince you. But you are to obferve, that the figure under W, R. is 
meant for the dragon, who is placed at the head of the whole ; though 
not being effential to the infcription, is here introduced merely to fhow 
how much of him is concealed: and, for the fame, reafon, the com- 
partments of rofes are omitted. 

* Mr. Ruffell, the prefent incumbent, whofe name is not like the 
fuppofed maker of the parfonage mantle, William but John, is well 
aware of the curiofity he poffefles, and not deficient in attention to the 
few who think it an obje¢t of inquiry, nor infenfible to the poflibility 
of its being of lefs antiquity than is generally prefumed, though he 
wifhes to be convinced of the contrary propofition, He has a copy 
of Dr. Wallis’s account of it in MS, The re€tory houfe fhows ne 
particular mark of antiquity in the ftyle or building, being a fubftan- 
tial ftru€ture of the ftone of the country, like many of its ncighbours, 
and not calculated to contain five or fix children. How to make 
Anno Domini out of the two firft compartments rather puzzles me, I 
fubmit the third to you.” P. 143. 


The mantle-tree appears from this fac-fimile to be fo mide 2 
piece of fculpture, and is fo very unlike the drawing given ia 
the Phil. Tranf. that it fhows the neceflity there is, in difpu'es 
of this nature, of always tracing the matter, when it can be 
done, to the fountain-head. Thebdurine of the engraver has a 
wonderful power not only in ornamenting, but in. tranfmuting, 
A letter in an infcription, or a figure in a date, may, by a fin- 
gle touch, be accommodated to fuit any favourite fyllem or 
hypothefis. In this mantle-piece, which feems to ** have been 
the workmanthip of a country joiner, not capable with. chifet 
or with pen of forming a cone figure or letter,” there is no 
wonder that Mr. Gough fhould acknowledge himéelf to be 

uzzled how to make Anno Domini cut of the fragments of the 
ters. We have wiped our {peétacles again and again, and 
candidly 
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candidly own the fame inability. Notfo Mr.D. He, with 
Lyncean eyes, unravels the whole, by difcovering the charac- 
ters {pecifying the century, contrary to Wallis and Ward, in 
the fame compartment, as the M denoting the thoufandth year ; 
and thus makes out the whole to be intended for 1533. To 
us it appears, that no part of the date can be pronounced upon 
for certaty but the 93, which figures, having their lower-ex- 
tremities reverted, are not unlike the thape of thofe Atabic 
numerals then tn ufe. The rofes, Mr. D. thanks, may be 
deemed cvoetaneous embellifiments. The initials, W. R. 
are alfo plain, and can be referred to no other but the reQtor 
before-mentioned, 


‘ From an extrad of the regifter of John (Longland) Bifhop of 
bi incoln, co mmunic: ated by Mr. Fardell to Mr. Gough, it appears that 
William Ranalde, matter of arts, was in 1523 admitted at Buckden to 
the rectory of Holme on, on the prefentation of the matter and bre. 
thren of the hofpital of St. John near Northampton. But when he 
vacated the benefice, or whether by refignation, ceffion, or death, is not 
known, Mr. Gough writes, ‘ unfortunately the regilter of the parith 
does not begin till 1570, which is ten years afier the time of the next 
fucceflor noticed in Brydges’ lift of the incum bents, and Helmdon 
church having been complesely new pay ed,” Mr. Gough looked in 


vain for any fepulch ral vettige of him. Should his will be difcovered, 
it may aff rd fome material incellige ence concernin 'g him*. Ae pretent 


there is a {trong pr ab tion of his having built the reftoty-h rule 5 
and after duly weighing the feveral cire umftances al edged to eftablith 
the carly ufe of Arabic numerals from the Heélmdon date, I f{eruple 
not to plead, that itought to be ruck out of the record. At being alfo 
undeniable, that as the Arabic numerals on the out-buildings at Preflon 
Hial! could not have been carved before the conciufion of the 16th 
century, there mutt be 1n them a retrofpective allufion to the date of the 
year, and conlequently this ts another cafe not in point.” P. 147. 


® Asit “i not appear by the regifter at Lincoln, who fucceeded 

’. R. mn the rectory, and as that regifter has been kept with remark. 
be je care, we remember it was obferved to Mr. D. at the time, when 
he was engaged in this enquiry, that it might be concluded he was 
reftor in 154, when the fee of Pete rborough was founded, and that 
his fucceffor’s in si uion might perhaps be found amongft the early 
records of that diocefe, where it was probable his will might alfo be 
difcovered. On this fuggeftion Mr. D. inferted a letter in the Gent. 
Nia ag. for 1796, p. 1012, fol liciuing information on thefe particulars 
from any correfpondent at Peterborou; gh, of the ar tiguary caft. But 
as no notice is taken of this circ umflance in this paper, it does not 
appear that any fatisfa¢ toryantwer was obtained. Kev, 
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Having configned thefe infcriptions to the neglect which 
they deferve, Mr. D. next nutices that on a brafs fepulchral 
plate in Ware church (1454) as being the earlieit yet difcover- 
ed; whence Mr. Gough had deduced a weighty argument, 
that from their not appearing on Rept hral monuments tll 
this time, the Arabic nuinerals could not have been common 
among Us before the 15th century, After an enquiry intothe 

earlielt ofe of thefe cles Gers, in fpecifying the dates of deeds, 
mi in numbering the leaves or pages s of books in MS. Mr, 
D. examines the well-known paflage in Matt. Paris’s tuftory, 
relative to the totroduction of the Greek numerals by the 
Archdeacon of Leicefter, and Mr. North’s comment upon it 
in Archxologia, X. 375. 

‘ It being exprefsly mentioned, that John de Bafing imported into 
‘hi is country the Greek numerals, is it not an overttrained critical 
amendment to affert, that the ch aracters were not Greck, but Indian 
numerals, and new named by fome uncertain continuator of the hif- 
tory, becaufe they paffled from India through Greece to England ? 
Such a fundamental alteration will be deemed lefs juttifiadle, if it be 
confidered, that the perfon in queition was the molt eminent ris Apia 
{cholar of his age; that he travelled into Grecee, and abided ; 
Athens, for the purpofe of improving himfelf in the Greek language. 
‘That when he returned home, he brought with him feveral Greek 
M ISS, that he {pirited youths to the ftudy of the Greek language; and 
that for the afe of the ftudious he tranflated into Latin an edition of 
a Greek grammar. .Nor from the relation we have of him does it 
appear, that he extended his travels beyond Athens, or that he was 
converfant in the eaftern literature and {ciences. We learn, however, 
that he communicated to his intimate acquaintance the knowledge and 
the fignification of thefe figures ; ; and from the brief explanation given 
of them by the hiftorian, who has likewife contrafted them with swe 
other kinds of numerals, it may, I think, be demonftrated, that he mutt 
have meant Greek figures.” P. 150. 

When atc Paris, in fpeaking of the Greek numerals, 
oblerves that the thing moft to be admired in them was, that 
by a fingle fgure any number ts reprefented, he adds, ** quod 
non eft in Latino vel Algorifinc*,” which is not the cafe in the 

Latin 


ee te ee 





* Edit. Watts, p.721. In the copy of his hiftory in Corpus 
Chrifti Coll, Cambr. this paffage is given more fully, and, as the late 
Dr. Pegge thought, from his own pen ; where a {pecimen is alfo added 
of thefe Greek charaéters, with their value in Roman numerals annexed, 
‘The curious reader may fee this in Dr. Pegge’s life of Bithop Groffetefte, 
P- 347, who remarks upon this mode of numeration, that ‘* it may be 
juftly admired for its fimplicity ; but could not be Yo well applied to 
the 
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Latin numeration, or in Algorifm. Now 4s it is agreed by the 
giotlarifis, thatthe word algori{/mus is of Arabic etymology, 
aud denotes aumbering, Mr. D. thinks, that 4rabic figures mult 
be meant by it; which, though they might be known to the 
hiftorian, yet that it may be reafonably inferred, he was not 
aware of their amazing capabilities ; otherwife, ** he could 
never, as figures, have given a preference to the Greek letters.” 


«* But fince it is clear, that Arabic numerals were not unknown to 
Matt. Paris, how are we to account for Chaucer in his Dreme*, ftyling 
them ewe figures? ‘The probable folution of this difficulty is, that 
thefe figures ten had been then but lately ufed for the addition and 
fubtraction of pounds, fhillings, and pence ; and the furmife acquires 
weight from the concomitant words of the poet, that ‘* Argus, the 
noble contour, counted with them in his countour.” And yet proof is 
wanting of this ule of the vulgar figures from the time of Gekces, to 
an advanced period of the 16thcentury. In books (writes Mr: North) 
they were doubtlefs firft ufed, and books have been examined to ne 
purpofe, Imagining, that though the fearch had been fruitlefs in 
the libraries of feverat colleges in Oxford, fome examples might be 
traced in the books of accompts upon the fhelves, and in the boxes of 
the Burfar’s apartments, I hinted a with to Mr. Ellis to purfue, when 
quite conven ent, this xew line of enquiry.” P. 156. 


This gentleman, whom Mr. D. mentions as being then a 
very young ftudent in Sc. John’s College in Oxford, with a 
ftsong and very ufeful propenfity to antiquaridn rcfearches, 
very readily acceded to this requelt, and the refult of his exa- 
mination was, that, in the Burfary accounts of All Souls, the 
Roman numerals are ufed till the beginning of the 18th cen- 
tury ; in thofe of Exeter, till within about 30 years ago; 
and of the other college accounts, ** none occur, whereia the 
Arabic numerals are ufed, till within the laft 50 or 70 years.” 

Notwithftanding the circulation in oo of different treatifes 
of arithmetic, from an early period of the 16th century (moft 
of them being here enumerated) ‘* which were to teach to 
seckon in a fpeedier method than had been hitherto purfued,” 
this is an additional proof of the little progrefs made in the 
art. It is, however, well accounted for by Mr. D, who fur- 
ther afcribes it to the inattention of the firft founders of public 
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the purpofes of arithmetic as our prefent figures, becaufe the fimilarity 
of the characters would fubjeét us to perpetual, and fometimes im- 
portant, miftakes. It would require a very nice and accurate pen in a 
writer, which difqualifies it for ready and common ufe.” Rev, 

* Line 430, & feq. See alfo Gent. Mag. vol. liii, p. 406, where 


Chaucer’s verfes are quoted, 
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the fchoo!ls, who made no kind of provifion for arithmetical 

oh knowledge. 
sn «¢ Of grammar {chools there was not a fcarcity, ee there having 
not been more erected and endowed within 30 years before the Reforma- 
uld tion, than there had been in jo years prece: ing. | So that, as Dr. 
he Knight fuggefted, there wanted rather a regulation than an increafe of 
ee them*.” But not in any grammar {chool, as I fuipect, was the fcience 
1 to of arithmetic a branch of the original inflitution. A knowledge of 
ing the primary rules of it was not a previous qualification for admiilion 
hat into them. What was required of a fcholar expectant was, ‘* that 
and he fhould be able to rede and write fufficiently his own leffons in Latyn 
ires and Englyfhet.” Not any ufher or affiftant was provided to reach 
the this ‘ ground of arts,” or to fupply to the icholar a cup out of this 
f is  well-dpring of fciences :” nor was an hour in a week appropriated 
, to for this efféntial branch of erudition. This was an overfight in the 
th) eftablifhmeat of {chools, which at that time, and long afterwards, had 
ne its inconveniences, And, whatever may be the prefent ufage, it is 
in within recolle€tion, that 50 years ago there were fent from capital 
be fchools to the univerfity, youths of good abilities, and not by any 
of means wanting in grammar and claffical learning, yet fo little verfed 
Ven in the vulgar figures, as to be obliged to have recourfe to the mafter 
of a day-{chool in the town, for inftruction in the four fundamental 

rules of arithmetick.” P. 164. 

| * To the truth of this remark, every perfon of any confider- 
es, able ftanding in the univerfity can bear witnefs ; and even at 
tad this time it is notorious, that the ftudents from the northern 


he fchools, where attention is paid to arithmetic and mathematics, 
go up to college with particular advantages over thofe, who 


have been educated in the public fchools of the metropolis, and 
re other ancient feminaries ; efpecially at Cambridge, where all 
” the honours are afligned to a proficiency in the various branches 
oe of mathematics. 3 : ; 

oft _ If we have given thefe differtations a very minute examina- 
am tion, we think ourfelves fully juftified by the importance of 
” the fubjcét, as it is generally allowed, ** that, next to the art 
a of printing, there is no invention of more extenlive ule than 
a that of the numeral figures or cyphers.” Mr, D. has purfued 
ie the inveftigation, through 62 pages, with fingular affiduity ; 


having directed his fearch to fources unexplored by former en" 
— Quiries. In our {tri€tures on the preceding volume of this publi- 
cation, it may be recolleéted, that wedid not beftow our com- 





nf mendation upon his mode of reafoning ; but we are happy, at 
a 
re * The Life of Dr, John Colet, Dean of St, Paul's, p, 1¢0, 
+ Ibid, p. 124. 
Ss F parting, 
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parting, to be able to {peak thus favourably of thefe papers, 
We have, indeed, beftowed upon them a fuller attention than 
common, both on account of their intrinfic merit, and becaufe, 
with regret we write it, they are the laft that will come under 
our review trom this author. 


( To be continued. ) 





Art. XII. An Attempt to illuftrate fome of the Prophecies of 
the Old and New Teflament. By Thomas Zouch, A. M. 
1zmo. 240 pp. 3s. 6d. Wakefield printed; fold by 
Payne, &c. London. 1800. 


HE importance of this book muft by no means be efti- 
mated in proportion to its fize. It contains within a 
narrow compat{s much f{criptural learning ; much wife and able 
confideration ; and much temperate, though firm oppofition, to 
opinions which the author confiders as ill-founded. Mr. 
Zouch (we prefume, the fame who publifhed, in 1796, the va- 
luable edition of Ifaac Walton’s Lives) has here brought to- 
gether fome lately agitated paflages of the prophetic Scrip- 
tures, with a view to illuftrate their defign. He particularly 
oppofes the application of the prophecies concerning Antichritt 
to atheiflical France, adhering to the opinion eftablifhed by fuch 
a weight of Proteftant authority, that Papal Rome is the true 
object of thofe predi&tions. On this ground, he is obliged 
immediately to oppofe the late Mr. Jones of Nayland, whofe 
difcourfe ‘* on the Man of Sin” certainly took up that idea in 
too halty a manner. He oppofes him, however, with the re- 
fpect and efteem due to fo valuable a charaGer. 


* If any name be dear to facred literature, it is that of the late Mr. 
Jones of Nayland. In his difcourfe on the Man of Sin, he declares, 
that ** one remarkable Sign of the laft day has not hitherto received 
an adequate interpretation”—** that volumes have been written with 
great uncertainty of interpretation, depending upon fa¢ts, which, how- 
ever bad in their way, did certainly never come up to the defcription 
of St. Paul.” He confiders the term apoftacy as implying ** an apol 
tacy.from the Chriftian faith’’—** a total reje€tion trom the Chriftiaa 
Religion, not a partial deviation from it by the admiffion of fome pat- 
ticular doctrines or practices.” When the Man of Sin is reprefented 
as oppofing and exalting himfelf above all that is called God, Mt 
jones explains the words as denoting an oppofition to Kings and Rulers 
tic {uppofes the-reftraining power mentioned by the Apoftle to be 
** the reftaining power of government, and the obligations of law 
which 
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which, He obferves, are taken out of the way and abolithed by the 
Revolutionifts of France. In fhort, He applies the prophecy of this 
creat defection to a neighbouring ceuntry, where ** the Chriftian reli- 
gion hath been renounced, not negatively, through corruption of man- 
ners or negleét of truth, but pofitively, publicly, and in folemn form :” 
where ‘‘ the reftraining power of government, and the obligation of 
law, have not been interrupted and defied, but abfolutely taken out of 
the way, and abolifhed,”” where we fee ‘* a portentous Company rifen 
up, who take to themfelves the fublime denomination of Legiflators, 
not under the authority of God, but in their own right, ondlalive of 
his legiflation, and in oppofition to his power :” where * the churches 
have been fhut up from the worfhip of God, and opened to admit the 
worfhip of reafon—the reafon of man, or man himfelf, who aow, as 
God, 1s a¢tually feated in the temple of God, to be worfhipped*.” 

‘« Does this defcription of the great apoftacy correfpond with 
that of St. Paul? The Apoftle clearly and in the moft explicit lan. 
guage informs us wherein it confifts :—not in a dereliction of all reli- 
gion, not ina change of political principles, not in a rebellion or re~ 
volt from the Roman, or any civil government—not in the annihila- 
tion of all law and order; but in a falling away from the purity of 
the gofpel by admitting certain tenets and practices which he {pecifi« 
cally enumerates:—the worfhip of demons—the prohibition of mar- 
riage—abitinence from certain meats. Where this triple Complica- 
tion of erroneous dottrines is found, there and there only we are to 
look for the predi€ted apoftacy, the feeds of which were fown in the 
firt ages of the Church, have long fince taken deep root, and brought 
forth fruit abundantlyt, Thefe three dottrines have abfolutely been 
promulgated by the hypocrify and effrontery of men noted for falfhood, 
for lying miracles, and forged writings, and, in the emphatic language 


of the Apoftle, ‘* having their conicience feared with a hot-iron.” 
P. 2. 


This is furely very folid arguing againft the opinion of Mr. 
Jones ; and it is followed by other judicious obfervations, di- 
reed alfo againft Mr. Wrangham, and thofe who have held a 
fimilar do&trine: after which, he inferts a caution, too valuable 
at the prefent moment to be omitted by us, 


* « The adaptation of events to the prophetic parts of {ctipture re- 
quires great care and circumfpection. A warm and lively fancy is 





«« * Jones’s Man of Sin, 3d edit. p. 9, 19, 20. 
“© + The words in the original which exprefs this Apoftacy are of 
a fimilar import with the Hebrew 5;m aod 1 which by no means 
fignify an entire defertion df all religion. When the Ifraelites added 
to the worfhip of the true God the Worfhip of Baal, Afteroth, and 
other heathen idols, they were pronounced to be guilty of Apoftacy. 
—-Ste Mede’s Application of 2 Pet. I]. to the Church of Rome, 
Mede’s Works, p. 238.” 
F 3 apt 
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apt to exceed the limits of moderation and difcreet judgment, If in 
the viciiittude of human affairs any uncommon incidents cccur, the 
pages of prophecy are unfolded, a fortunate concurrence of circum- 
flances as ren arked, and the Reader unwilling, and perhaps unable to 
cxamine the fubject with the fcrious diligence which it demands, too 
readily admits the accomplifhment of a prediétion. But it muft be 
obferved that the fyftem of prophecy is not vague or uncertain—that 
it feldom derives any elucidation from the propofal of hafty conjec- 
tures. ‘The events, which conftitute its completion, flow along the 
flream of time in a regular and uninterrupted fucceffion, Preditted 
revolutions, which are yet future, will in due courfe be fo decidedly 
fulfilled, as to leave no room for fcepticifm itfelf to fluétuate in fuf- 
penfe.” P.18. 

The fubfequent chapters apply the Prophecies of Mofes, 
Deu. xxvii. 4g—68 ; Jer. v. 15 —18 3; Daniel ii. 40—45, to 
the Romans. Daniel vu. 7,8, 19, 20, the author examines, anc 
enforces the application of the little horn to the Pope. After 
which, he undertakes to prove diftin@ly (in chap. v.) that the 
regicide yovernment of France cannot be intended by that de- 
feription. In the fixth chapter, he applies the Prophecy of 
the little horn of the he-goat (Dan. viii.) to the ancient Ro- 
mans: fugeelting alfo, that he thinks it applicable, in a fecon- 
dary fenie, to Papal Rome. Both thefe applications he carries 
on diftin@ly through each particular of the Prophecy. He then 
(chap. vil.) refutes the application of that fymbol'to Antiochus 
Epiphanes ; and afterwards (chap. viii.) contends, that it is 
equally inapplicable to Mahomet and his fucceffors. In the 
ninth chapter, Mr. Z. undertakes to apply Dan. xi. 26—3q, 
to the Papal power alfo ; and follows Bifhop Newton in con- 

fidering the Jehuzzim, as the falfe faints of that church. 

‘he latter chapters treat of the Man of Sin, as predifed 
by Si. Paul in his Epifties to the Theflalonians and to Ti- 
mot! y, and of the two Beatts in the Apocalypfe ; contending, 
in every inftance, for the neceflary application of them ~to 


Rome and its corruptions. No confillent Proteflent can, in 


—< 


our opinion, negledi thefe applications ; nor can Mr. Zouch’s 
reprele tation of them be conttdered as wanting force or pro- 
pricty. The tollowing pafiage refpeting the aual ftate of 


Chittianity, towards the conclufion of the book, deferves par- 
ticular attention, 


« Jl. The prefent flate of the chriflian religion in the world fug- 
grils no motives to innovate from the commonly received opinion con- 
cerning Aptichrift, The condition of the monaftic orders is truly 
wreiched and fcoriorn, ‘Their | abirations plundered, their revenues 
cooficated, they are reduced to the loweft ebb of diftrefs. In this 
country fome of them have found proteétion and a fafe afylum. ‘The 

pos d 


zeal and warm benevolence of good catholics may long continue to 
" fup nt 
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fupport and preferve, if not to reftore them to affluence and profperity. 
Ac ke. their final diffolution hath not yet taken place. _ The kingdom 
of Antichrift {till exifts, and hath long exiited. In the Roman hierar- 
chy we obferve all the marks of ‘ the man of fin,” which are fo par- 
ticularly {pecified in the volumes of prophecy. Though the temporal 
power of the Popeis fufpended ; though his cardinals are driven trom 
their palaces, and {tripped of their gaudy fplendor, yet the fpirit of 
popery, exercifing it’s ulurpation over the winds of men, fo far from 
drooping in defpondency, is yet alive and vigorous. Her idols, her 
pictures, her croiles, her relics are ttill objects of religious adoration. 
She retains the fame corrupt doctrines——-obferves the fame diftinc- 
tion of meats,—the fame abitinence from marriage. She maintains 
the fameclaim to miracles, and profeffes the fame intolerant principles, 
the fame averfion to heretics. ‘The recent condutt of the Romaniits 
in Ireland, where the genius of popery preferves its own native difpo- 
fition, difcovers the fame bigotry, exciting men to perfidy, maffacre 
and treafon. In fhort, the prefent appearance of things tends to con- 
firm in every refpeét the truth of thofe prophecies, which regard the 
Jatter times. That open avowal of atheifm and idolatry, which dif. 
graces the hiftory of the age in which we live, isa melancholy confe- 
quence of the corruptions of the church of Rome, flowing thence as 
the ftream from the fountain’s head ; and fhould not theretore excite 
our aftonifhment, as if fome new fign of the times had manifefted it- 
felf. ** Atheifm hath been more prevalent in popifh than in proteltant 
nations, ‘The reafon is plain. Itis the annual /pawn, and the natural 
effect of the grofs juperftitions and corrupt manners of the Romifb church 
and court*,”” 

‘¢ The apocryphal moralift, no negligent obferver of human nature, 
hath remarked that ** the worfhipping of idols not to be named is the 
beginning, the caufe, and the end of all evil.” Wifd, XIV. 27. 
Hence he derives that black catalogue of crimes which he enumerates 
in the preceding verfes, And St. Paul, in his defcription of men 
given over to a reprobate mind, attributes their depravity to the fame 
caufe. And indeed how can it be otherwife? An alicnation from the 
worfhip of the true God muft eftrange the heart of man from every 
thing noble and virtuous. Deferted by that being, whofe pure fervice 


he hath abandoned, he can have no pretenfions to divine grace, no 
claim of affiftance from the holy tpirit to purify his heart, or to en- 


lighten his underitanding.” P. 229. 


On fubjeéts of this nature none, who poffefs a truly Chrif- 
tian fpirit, will be contentious, or, with refpe& to the opinions 
of others, intolerant ; but we ought not, on the other hand, to 





—_——-— - eee ee ~<a 





«¢ * Jortin’s Sermons, Vol. III. p. 254.—** For fome ages before 
the reformation, atheifm was confined to Italy, and had it’s chief re- 
fidence at Rome. -This atheittical humour among Chriftians was 
the pawn of the grifs fuperftitions, and corrupt manners of the Romifh 
church and court,” ‘Tillotfon’s Works, Vol, I. p. 30.” 
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relinquifh interpretations, which formed the very foundation 
and ancient bulwark of the Proteftant Faisth®. They who 
are ftudious of fuch enquiries, will do well to confult and con- 
lider the work here defcribed, 





BRITISH CATALOGUE. 
POETRY. 


Arr. 13. Original Poem. By Thomas Sanderfon. 12m0. 23 PPe 
3s.6d. Carlifle printed; Clarke, Robfon, &c. London. 1800. 


Very ample and refpectable is the patronage given to this Cumbrian 
poet in all parts of the kingdom, from which we cannot but conclude 
that he had a!ready obtained fome celebrity, before his volume a 
peared, Our futirage to iis merit cannot be given more effectually, 
than by inferting one of his moft pleafing Poems, ‘The moral caft of 
the following flanzas, and their pure and pleafing ftyle, will fpeak for 
the author better than the mott laborious criticifm, 


‘© APPROACH OF WINTER, 


In woods no more the feather’d throng 
Pour native mufic on the gale; 
And, heard you not the harveft-fong ? 
Its laft notes linger in the vale, 
Where are the walks that blufh’d with flow’rs ? 
And where the weflern breeze that breatli'd 
Its pilfer'd {weets to fcent the bow’rs, 
Which Peaceg and calm ConrentMENT wreath’d ? 











Since now no fragrant bloffoms blow, 
And DrsoLaTtion fweepsthe ground, 

Come, Winter! teach me how to draw 

A moral from the ruins round, 








oe ee ee ee 





* Mr. Zouch’s Preface opens with an error, occalioned probably by 
his abfence from the metropolis. He regrets that the Warburton Lec- 
tures have been for fome years difcontinued. ‘They have not been 
publifhed, it is true, fince they were preached by Dr. Apthorpe: but 
two couri¢s have been given fince, and a third isnow begun, Rev. 
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‘The fober thought, to virtue dear, 
Thy dreary walks fhall furnifh ftill ; 
Still {weetly, on my penfive ear, 
Shall fall the murmurs of the rill, 


Oft through yon defolated grove, 

Where many a faded flow’ret lies ! 3 
At evening’s fhadowy hour I'll rove, 

Regardlefs of the frowning {ki¢s. 


And oft I’ll to the lonely dell, 
Or to the ruffet heath repair, 
To hear the diftant village-bell 
Sweet vibrate on th’ expanfe of air. 


If, on the wild wing of the blaft, 
The Demon of Deftruction fly ; 

May then fome rufh-light, o’er the waite, 
With friendly beams, direét the eye. 


Adieu! ye glitt’ring fcenes, adieu ! 
That ftole my heart from Peace and Truth ; 
That promis’d pleafure, while you threw 
I}lufive {plendour o’er my youth ! 


Time, to all pittur’d blifs a foe, 

Proclaims, as through its waites we range, 
That all our joy is abfent woe, 

and all our life progreflive change /” P. 14, 


The talents of Mr. Sanderfon are evidently verfatile; but, in our 
opinion, the ftyle in which this little Poem is written, is that in which 
he moft completely fucceeds, 


Art. 14. Poems, moral and defcriptive. By Thomas Dermody. 12M0- 
4s. Vernorand Hood, 1800, ' 


There is great modefty, and much merit, in thefe Poems; but per- 
haps the author’s beft talent is humour, of which his Poem to his ‘Taylor 
28 NO mean {pecimen. 


«‘ Oh! thou, whofe vifionary bills unpaid, 
Long as thy meafure o’er my {lumber gleam ; 
Whofe goofe, hot-hiffing thro’ the midnight fhade, 
Difturbs the tranfport of each fofter dream. 


Why do imaginary needles wound ? 
Why do thy theers clip fhort my fleeting joys? 
Ah! why, emerging from thy hell profound, 
The ghofts of threds and patches awful rife? 


Once more look up, nor droop thy hanging head, 
The lib’ral linings of that breaft untold ; 

Re {miles far better than thy buttons {pread, 
And nobly {corn the oat luft of gokd,”’ 
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Again: 
«* Let fage Philofophy thy foul inform, 
With ttrength heroic, every ill to bear ; 
Not better broad-cloth braves the angry ftorm, 
And conftant Patience 1s delighttul wear. 


Be patient then, and wife, nor meanly fhrink 
Beneath Defpondency’s tumultuous blaft ; 
The reckoning day may come when leait you think, 


A joyful day! tho’ miracles are paft.” &c. &c. 


We are forry we have not room for the whole of this facetious per- 
formance. 


Art. 15. Atys, or Human Weaknefi. A Poetical Effays By J— 
M——. vo. 6opp. 2s. Vernor and Hood. 1799. 


In an Advertifement, prefixed to this Poem, the author informs us, 
that he intends to continue the prefent attempt, fhould it be found to 
deferve public attention, We are forry it is not in our power, con- 
fiftently with our regard to truth, to encourage him in this defign : for, 
if we are to judge from the {pecimen before us, he is likely to produce 
a moft tedious and uninterefting performance, 

Atter a procemium of more than two hundred lines, containing a 
number of defultory, and fcarcely intelligible, moral obfervations (not 
wholly untin&tured with Jacobinifm) the ftory of Atys, the favourite 
of the goddefs Cybele, begins. In the courfe of about thirteen hun- 
dred verfes more, it has made but little progrefs- What then may we 
not expeét before it comes to a conclufion ? We prefume, feveral thou- 
fand lines more, equally d rawling and infipid with thofe before us; which 
fearcely ever rife above mediocrity, and frequently fall below it. Av- 
thors are apt to complain of the feverity of reviewers: but one poet 
of this deicription, whom the poor reviewer is compelled to read, 
avenges the caufe of all his brethren. The following patfage, in which 
the author is celebrating the praifes of Pity, will afford a fair f{peci- 
men of his ftyle, though rather an odd pi¢ture of his mind. 


** Friend to the low !—diftreft !—firft deareft fource 
Of that {mall thare of virtue I poffefs, 
When my firm gratitude to thee fhall ceafe, 
May I too ceafe to be! Thou, unperceiv’d, 
‘Taught me to think what fuffering I might give 
‘To other breafts in my purfuit of joy ; 
To hate the felfifh great, however rais'd 
By Fortune’s hand above my meaner lot ; 
Whofe cruel pomp can meanly facrifice 
"The food of thoufands to the tafte of one ; 
Whofe vile defire of fordid wealth can fee 
‘The groaning multitude oppreft in vain, 
And make thefe groans their fport. Alas! to thee, 
Could he who owned thy unfullied worth, 
Not hate and wifh their fall? For love of thee, 
Beyond thy gentler fpirit greatly mov’d, 
Have 
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Have J enjoy’d the downfall of the proud, 

And with’d the gathering ruin wider {pread, 
‘Tho’ me chev never injur'd, Yet again, 

When I have feen them grov'ling low, and fall’n 
Below the rigid rule of their own fate, 

That very love of thy celettial name 

Has made me flop the fullnefs of my joy 

In its mid courfe, lament my rigor pait, 

And, with a flowing eye, and aching heart, 
Regret the thing had been, 1 with’d fo much!— 
By thee each nobler precept I have learn’d 
Since infancy has taken firmer root ; 

By thee each felfifh and ignobler weed 

Of Vice, dave found a lefs indulgent growth ; 
And, when they might have triumphed awhile, 
Still thy firm citadel, celeftial Maid, 

Withttood their fierceft efforts, and gave time 
For fcatter’d Virtue to make head again. 

Be thou the firfl, great object of my verfe, 
While, in lefs tirefome numbers, I puriue 

The tale of human virtue and its vice; 

And, in the narrative of ages paft, 

Forget the dulnefs of the moral flrain.” P. 9. 


We cannot fay the numbers that follow are * lefs tirefome’’; nor 
thall we foon, we fear ** forget the dulnefs of the moral ftrain.” 


TALES. 


Art. 16. Tales and Romances, of ancient and modern Times; in Five 
Volumes. By Fofeph Mofer, Ef. Author of Turkifh Tales, Hermit of 
Caucafus, Timothy Twig, Moral Tales, Se. Se. Se. 12m0, Low. 
1800. 


Mr. Mofer has often contributed both to the amufement and edifi- 
cation of the public; and, in the prefent example, docs not appear to 
have loft any portion either of his zeal orbis ability. ‘The ‘Vales are 
generally well told, and entertaining ; nor can any objection poffibly 
be made, on the part of the critic, except perhaps, that one or two of 
the ftories are fomewhat too much protracted, and that the errors of 
the prefs are more numerous than could be wifhed. This is amply 
atoned for, by the exemplary morality of the whole, by the energy of 
the fentiments, and by the eafe and freedom of the ftyle and language. 


MEDICINE. 


Art. 17. A confeious View of Circumflances and Proceedings, re/pe&- 
ing Vaccine Inoculation, 8v0o. 76 pp. 2s. Hurt. 1800. 


The author of this View or Examigation of the confequences of 
vaccine Inoculation, is an avowed enemy, not only to inoculation with 
cow- 
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cow-pox, but with fmall-pox matter alfo. He thinks it has given 
force and vigour tothe difeafe, which would probably before this have 
entircly difappeared ; or would have been rendered fo mild, as to have 
been little dreaded. Why he calls his View con/cious it is not eafy to 
guects, 

That the fmall- pox has been more diffufed, fince inoculation was intro- 
duced, than it was before that period, cannot be doubted. It formerly 
made its appearance only once in feven or more years, and in parts not 
much vifited, not fo often, perhaps, as once in twenty years; whereas 
now it is always exifting, in almoft every part of the country, But the 
ravages of the {mall-pox, when it happened to be epidemic, were, be- 
fore that period, frequently dreadful ; now its vittims are compara- 
tively few. This has not arifen from any alteration in the difeafe 
from its being foftened by time, and difarmed of its terrors, it being 
{till the fame ‘mali: gynant difeafe it was, when it firft made its appear- 
ance ; but rer the number of children annually inoculated, whence 
there 1s lefs fuel for it to confume, confequently fewer deaths. That 
it might by this tame have become milder, if inoculation had not been 
inttituted, as this author fu; ggelts, we have no proofs, and can have no 
caufe to beheve, Reafoning trom analogy, we have no ground for 
fuch expectation, 





The yellow fever, which infefts the continent of 
America once in twelve or fifteen years, that is, about as often as the 
fmall-pox ufed to vifit this country, rages now with as deftructive vio- 
lence as at any former period ; and ume, we know, has not abated 
the malignity of the plague. 

That this couatry, and indeed the whole warld, has not reaped all 
the advantages from inoculation, that were promifed by the original 
inftitution of the practice, and which it is calculated to produce, has 
arifen from the prejudices of the people, or from the tendernefs 
and fears of parents, left they fhould be inftrumental to the death of 
their offspring ; for the inoculated difeafe, though generally, is not al- 
ways mild and fafe ; {ome do die under the procefs, though at the moft 
not more than one in two hundred. 

But another, and more powerlul caufe, preventing the general ufe of 
inoculation, has been the apprehenfion of fome other difeafe being in- 
grafted with th fmall- pox. We are forry to fee the author of this 
little piece inculcating and encouraging this prejudice. He attributes 
to it, not only an increafe in the number of viétims to {crofula and 
confumption, but charges it w ith occafioning afthma, » BpOpEAY , pally, 
leprofy, mania. ‘That the conftitution is rendered more fufceptible of 
{ome one or other of the difeales here enumerated, after it has been 
weakened by any fevere complaint, particularly by fever, than it was 
before, is we believe a fact; but this fufceptibility will generally 
be found to be proportioned to the tedioufnefs and malignity of 
the preceding fever. As the fever and illnefs attendant on the ino- 
culated {mall-pox, is not ordinarily a tenth part fo fevere as that pro- 
duced by the natural {mali-pox, as it 1s called, confequently the fuf- 
ceptibility to thofe difeafes, in patients who have taken the {mall-pox 
, will be lefs in the fame proportion, than in thofe who 
have received it by efflavia. This Opinion is not only confonant to 
reafor, but is confirmed by obfervation. It is well known with what 
difhculty perions who have patied through a tedious malignant fever 
3 recover, 
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sover, from what are called the relics of the complaint, and how 

juently they become fcrofulous or heétic, althmatic or dropfical. 
hefe complaints are alfo frequent confequences of the confluent {mall- 
x, but are never produced by a fimple intermittent fever, or by the 
sore mild and diftinét {mall-pox. As this author is fo determined 
mn enemy to the inoculated f{mall-pox, apparently from its being fo | 
much milder than the difeafe when accidently produced, the rea- 
er will not be furpriied at finding him, on this occafion, exclaiming, 
‘Great God! that fuch abominable practices fhould be tolerated,” 
and declaring, ** that his rooted indignation to the cow-pox has been 
almott primaval with the firft hour he faw or thought he faw its bane- 
ul iendency ;” or at his hoping, ** that neither Ais mo? gracious ma- 
fly, whom God long preferve,” notwithttanding Dr. Jenner's 
Dedication, nor ** Ais Royal Highwefs the Duke of York, wall lend 
their further countenance to this cow-poxing bufinefs, until they fhall 
have fatisfa¢tory proofs not only of its prefent perfect innocency, but of 
its future efficacy, in completely anfwering the purpofes for which it is 
jtended.” P. 12. But it the author could have reftrained his indig- 
nation, he would have acknowledged, that the only way to obtain 
complete and fatisfactory anfwers to his inquiry, both as to the prefent 
fafety and future efficacy of the cow-pox, in guaranteeing the conflitu. 
tion from the {mall-pox, would be by continuing the practice; and that 
from the multitudes now daily inoculated, thofe queftions, or any 
others he would wifh to afk, muft in a moderate fpace of time be an- 
fwered. <«* And it feems no great boon to afk,” to ufe the words of 
the author, p. 14, that he, and all others, will fufpend their cenfures, 
until, from the numerous cxperiments made, and now making, the real 
merit or demerit of the practice fhall be difcovered, 


Art. 18. Remarks on fome of the Opinions of the late Mr. Fobn 
Hunter, re{peting the Venereal Dipeafe; in a Letter to ‘Fofeph Adams, 
M.D. By Henry Clutterbuck, Surgeon. 8v0O. 72 pp. 15 6d. 
Boofey, 

It has long puzzled phyfiologifts, to explain why the venereal difeafe 
fhould fometimes lie dormant in the conftitution for weeks or months, 
and, at length, when roufed by fome accidental caufe, fhould burt 
forth and produce all its deleterious effe§s. ‘The late Mr. John Hun- 
ter conceived that the venereal poifon was immediately, on its being 
received, diffufed over the body; that it contaminated all the parts that 
were fufceptible of its action, by imparting to them a difpofition to 
take on them the venereal action ; and that the poifon was foon after 
expelled, or wafhed from the body, with fome or other of the excreted 
Hulds; fo that # was the difpofition to take on them the venereal ac- 
tion, that lay dormant in certain parts, and not the venereal virus. 
This, however, goes very little way towards folving the difficulty ; as 
it is equally inexplicable, that a difpofition to a difeafed action fhould 
- aman in the conftitution, as that the-difeafe itfelf fhould be con- 
cealed, 

Mercury, according to this doétrine, does not cure the venereal dif- 
tafe, by any power it poflefies of correcimng or deftroying the venereal 
virus, for that has been expelled from the body before any venereal 
fymptoms 
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fymptoms appear; but by altering and deftroying the venereal aj 
a iu ceprbil ty or difpofitiop to which had been induced by the ving! 
before its expulfion. A confequence of this doStrine is, that as my, 
cury acts by altering venereal action, and not by deltroying te 
poifon, it follows, that if a perfon, whofe body is contaminated wig 
the venereal poifon, but on whom none of the fymptoms have 
peared, or, in other words, in whom the coniaminated parts have ng 
taken on them difeafed action, fhould go through a regular falivation 
no advantage would be gained by that procefs; the parts indeed woul 
be prevent.d from taking on them the venereal a@tion, while the con 
ftitution was under the influence of the mercury ; but on the mercay 
being expelled, venereal action would take place,and the patient be unde 
the neceflity of undergoing another complete courfe of the fpecific, ia 
order to obtain acure. ‘Vo this part of Mr. Hunter’s dottrine, th 
prefent author objects. He thinks the frequent recurrence of th 
difeate, atrer the patient has gone through a courfe of mercury, which 
probably gave birth te rots opinion in Mr. J. Hunter, does not arik 
from the ineficacy of the mercury in deftroying a latent difpofitionta 
venereal ach mm, but to its he ing left of too early; to its not being ad. 
miniftered fora fufhictent length of time, or in fafficient quantity, ® 
extinguith the difeafe, exifting, however obfcurely, in any part a 
the machine, Several cafes are given illuftrative of this opinion, with 
fome ingenious reafoning upon them, with which the work com 
Ciudes, 


Art. 19. Medical furifprudence. On Madnefi. By John Fobnften, 
M.D. 8vo. 48 pp. 2s. Johnfon. 1800. 


The intention of this little tra& feems to be, to affift phyficians and 
Juries in forming an opinion of the flate of mind ot perfons who haw 
commitied acts contrary to the laws of the country, who are faid to be 
infane. ‘The inquiry has an immediate reference to the unjal of Had. 
ficld, who was véry properly, the author fays, acquitted, his infanity 
having been proved ; although there were evident marks of contt 
vance and defiyn in the act for which he was arraigned. But infane 
perfons frequently plan means of efcaping from their keepers, and put 
fue them with equal ingenuity and perfeverance, until they have at 
tained their purpofe, ‘The author thinks Lord Ferrers, and Mr. Olt 
ver, who were executed, the one for the oting his fervant, the other for 
murdering Mr. Wood, who had rejected his fait for his daughter, 
ought to have been acquitted ; fufficient evidence appearing on thet 
trials, he ‘ays, that they had fhown, at times, fymptoms of derange 
ment of mind, and that the grandfather and aunt of Mr. Wood, had 
been infane. But fomething more than mere fufpicion of infanity 
feems neceflrry to excufe the commiffion of crimes, otherwife there 
are few perfons, perhaps, who might not avail themfelves of that plea, 
“The conduct of the accufed at the time of committing the a&, and af 
terwards, fhouid be coupled with what preceded, in order to determine 
whether the plea of infanity fhould be admitted, Madnefs, the au- 
ther fays, p. 31, has no lucid intervals. This however requires exe 
planation. S rictly fpeaking, nearly all infane perfons have lucid i0- 
tervals, that is, they have times of fhorter or longer duration, in which 
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. Boer difeourfe, and perform all the ordinary actions of life with cor- 
la log wéinefs. But they are not to be deemed cured, fo long as the infanity 

2, may be recalled on. reminding them of the {abject of their bailucina- 

4S AH ion, no more thana tertian may be faid to be cured. during the ioter- 

Ing tell aifions between the fits, although no {ymptoms of fever be then pre- 

Cd Wi Got, ‘Thofe who have the care of infane perfons, never reflore them , 
ave a oo their friends, as cured, until feveral weeks have paffed after the lait 

aVe ORME pallucination; nor until they find, from repeated uials, that they are 

vation HE able to converfe with temper on the fubject of their infaniy, and are 

| woul convinced it was a delufion, 

he con. Maniacal affetions, the author obferves, p. 10, have been ufually 

hercury ME divided into two claffes, melancholy and madnefs; and by fome wri- 

© under HM ters thefe haye been again divided into a variety of other clailes, 17 his 

“Vhic, in he confiders as ufelefs, the difeafe being the fame, only varying in its 
ne, the appearance, from the temperament and conftitution of the patients, of 

of th I from the fubjects giving birth to the derangement. As the’e vary, fo 

which mutt the method of treatment. In fanguine, plethoric habits, bleed- 

C arif ing and other evacuations may be neceflary to reduce the conftitution 

On HE toa proper temperature ; in meagre, pale, and debilitated fubjects, to- 

ng ad. nics, and reftoratives will be required; but the diforderof the intel 

UY, RP yee will be beft remedied by moral means, by the proper adminiltra- 

art tion of controul and coercion. On thele fubjects, the obfervations 


» With BE of the author appear to be pertinent and judicious, 
COs 









ArT. 20. Confiderations regarding pulmonary C onfumptions By Thomas 
Sutton, M.D. Member of the College of Phyficians, and Phyfician to 
*afton the Forces. 8v0, 120 pp. 35. Robinfons. 1800. 


Though this author calls the difeafeof which he treats pulmonary con- 


he fumption, in compliance with gencral cuftom, yet he confiders the affege 
: “he tion of the lungs as fecondary, and confequent to obftruction in the glands 
to 


Had of the mefentery, in his opinion, the true feat of the difeafe. He was Jed 
ders to this opinion, from rua sass in a few cafes that came under his ine 


7 fpection, that pain in the bowels, diarrhoea, emaciation, and hectic fever, 
—_ preceded the affection of the lungs. Further inquiries have cended to 
lane confirm him in this opinion, as he has fince feen many patients far ad- 
a: 2 vanced in confumption, who were very little affected with cough or 
A difficulty of breathing. On the other hand, he found ip feveral 
“Ee bodies he opened, of perfons who had died of what is called confirmed 
- for pulmonary confumptian, that the mefenteric glands were inyariably ene 
he larged, or indurated, This, he obferves, accounts for the wafting 
- or emaciation, as the paflage of the chyle was thence impeded, or ene 
Py tirely prevented. As confumptive perfons frequently, thropgh. the 
rt whole courfe of the difeafe, enjoy a good appetite, and take a full pro- 
au portion of food, the little wafte occafioned by the purulent matter 
ie creted from tle lungs, which in many cafes does not amount to a rae. 
ude 


; fpoon full in the day ; nor the fweats, fucceeding the hot fit of fever, 
= nor the fever itfelf, would not occafion the lofs of ftrength and fub- 


a flance, which we fee daily occurring in thofe cafes. The author further 
oS {upports this opinion by references to Morton, Cullen, Simmons, Read, 
ci and other writers, on pulmonary confumption, who all admit mefen- 
be teric obftruction as an occafional caufe of the complaint. The avthor 
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next proceeds to treat of the cure, which may be beft effetted, he fays, 
by fuch means and remedies as will take off inflammation, where pr. 
fent; remove the obftru¢tion, and reftore the energy of the mefenteric 
glands, For this purpofe, in the early ftages of the difeafe, but pari. 
cularly in plethoric fubjeéts, bleeding will be neceffary, then gentk 
purges, to clear away mucus and flime, covering the mouths of the 
lacteals; but the principal benefit is to be expected from emetics, to 
be repeated twice or oftener in the weck, riding on horfe-back, failin 
{winging, &c. Thefe remedies, he obferves, have all been recom. 
mended by Sydenham, Morton, and other authors of the firft cele. 
brity, and reforted to early in the difeafe, would certainly be attendéd 
with the mott beneficial effects; and even when the difeafe is further 
advanced, may be tried with perfect fafety, and greater expectation of 
fuccefs than cicuta, digitalis, and other poifonous drugs, which it is 
now become {fo fafhionable to recommend, 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 21. A Funeral Sermon to the Memory of the late Rev. Willian 
Stevens, D. D. preached at Grofvenor Chapel, and at St, George's 
Charch, Hanover Square, on Sunday, Ofober 12, 1800. By the Kew 
7. Bafeley, M. A. Proprictor of Grofvenor Chapel, and Chaplain wt 
the Right Rew. Lord Bifbop of Lincolus 8v0. 29pp. 18. Cadell 
and Davies. 1800. r 


A pious tribute to the memory of an admired preacher and worthy 
man. ‘Thefe Sermons are lefs common in our church, than among the 
Diilenters ; but are capable of being, as in the prefent inftance, em- 
ployed tor wholefome purpofes; to animate zeal by recent example, 
and to enforce reflection by folemn and pathetic warning. 


Art. 22. A Prayer and Sermon, delivered at Charlefiown, Decem- 
ber 31, 1799, on the Death of George Wajbington, late Prefident, and 
Commander in Chief of the Armies of the United States of America ; 
who departed this Life, at Mount Vernon, in Virginia, on the 14th of 
the jame Menxth, in the 69th Year of his Age. With an additional 
Steich of his Life. By Fedidiah Morfe, D. D. Paftor of the Church 
in Charleforwn. To which is prefixed, am Account of the Proceedings 
of the Town on the melancholy Occafton. Written by Fofiah Bartlett, 
by. 8vo. 82 pp. Stockdale. 1800. 


The deceafe of General Wafhington, whofe chara€er ftood fo high 
in the eftimation of his countrymen, and indeed of the world at large, 
naturally excited a great fenfation in every part of America. ‘The 
ceremcnics performed at Charleftown (near Bofton) in honour of his 
memory, are here detailed at length, and appear to have been per- 
formed with great folemnity. We have next a Prayer by Dr. Morfe 
(very long, and fomewhat enthufiafiical) and a Sermon, the chief topic 
of which is a comparifon of the deceafed General to Moles; which, 
tor reafons that will be obvious to all our judicious readers, we cannot 
approve. Dr. Ml. however, deferves credit for the temperate manner 
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in which he {peaks of the difpute between Great Britain and her colo- 
nies, and for the pious and truly Chriftian reflections with which the 
Sermon concludes. The Biegraphical Sketch fubjoined is well-writ- 
ten, but contains nothing new or very ftriking. 


Art. 23. A Sermon, preached before a Country Congregation, for the 
Benepit of a Charity School, inftituted for the Maintenance and Educa- 
tion of poor Children. S8vo. 18 pp. Stamford printed; fold by 
Lackingtun and Co, London. 


An anonymous charity fermon is rather a curiofity, becaufe, we 
conceive, it could not well have been preached anonymoufly. Who- 
ever this retiring preacher is, he has given a good abftract of his own 
Sermon in his divifion of it. The text is, ‘* the poor have the Gof- 
pel preached to them.” ‘The preacher fays, ‘* the words of the text 
offer three things to our confideration ; 1ft. the fubject matter of in- 
ftruétion, which is the Gofpel; 2dly. the perfons to whom that in- 
{traction is to be imparted, which are the poor; 3dly. the great cha- 
rity of imparting to the poor fuch inftruction.” ‘The difcourfe en- 
larges clearly, and with propriety, on thefe heads, 


Art. 24. A Sermon, preached at the Affizes holden for the County of 
Southampton, on the 23d of July, 1800, before the Right Hon. ‘fobn 
Lord Eldon, Chief Fuflice of the Court of Common Pleas, and Sir 
Alexander Thompfon, Knt. One of the Barons of the Court of kxche- 
guer. By Daniel Lancafier, A. B. Curate of South Sionebam. 8v0. 
24 pp. 1s. Winchefier printed; fold by Cadell and Davies, 
London. 1800. 


We do not fee the defire of the Judges fpecified as a reafon for the 
publication of this difcourfe; nor do we find any thing in the compo- 
fition itfelf, which demands the attention of fociety a It con- 
tains very obvious applications of the do¢trine of immortality to the 
fubje& of crimes, The author will probably difcover foon, by means 
of a {mall talifman, infcribed with Arabic figures, and the magical 
letters L, s. D. that it would have been wifer to keep his Sermon in 
manuf{cript. 


LAW. 


Art. 25. Ax Inquiry into the Laws, ancient and modern, refpefling 
Forefialling, Regrating, and Ingroffing ; together with adjudged | Cafes, 
Copies of original Records, Se Proceedings in Parliament, relative to 
thofe Subje&s. By William LIllingworth. 8v0o. 297 pp. . and 
R. Brooke. 1800. 


This is a more complete, and better digefted, colleCtion of the laws 
relating to this fubjeét, than we have yet feen, ‘The publication of it 
is alfo feafonable and ufeful; for we find here fome facts, that bear 
upon the reafonings of our own times, on the difficult crifis of fcarcity 
in which we now are; and from this work we may learn thofe leffons 
of prudence, which are the moft valuable bequefts our anceltors could 
have left us, 
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We have the following curious relation of the expedients reforted 
tO, in the fcarcity that was the immediate caufe of the ftat. 5 and 6 of 
Edw. Vi. again toreftallers, regraters, and ingroffers. 

ss In confeq ence of the deatth in 1550, and the continuance of 
the high prices of provifions, the King iflued a proclamation, prohib- 
iting the exportation of corn, except at certain prices ; befides which, 
he authorifed the Juttiees in every County, or any two of them, to 
repair to all farmers’ granartes, and fearch for corn, and i inquire by the 
verdict of a jury, what quan tity each man had; and after af (certaining 
the whole quantity, to appoint a fuficient portion of it for the main- 
tenance of the owner's houfhold, or for the performance of any con- 
tract for the fupply of the King’s houthold, or that of any nobleman, 
or gent eman, and alfo for feed-corn; they were then to order the 
overplus to be b aie to the next adjoining market, in fuch portions 
as the Juflices fhould think fit; when the Juftices were to fignify to 

the clerk of the market, what quantity of corn they had appointed to 
be brought by evefy man to market ; and, in cafe of non-compliance 
with fuch appointment, by the owner of fuch corn, he was to forfeit 
rol. for every default, andefuffer imprifonment. 

“* Tt was to follow up the policy of this meafure, that the ftat. 5 and 
6 of Edward VI. was fren after made.” 

About half of this ufeful work 1s employed in {tating the laws made 
by the legiflature from the very earlieft times, through the Saxons, the 
Normans, and then through the period of the flatute- book down to 
the prefent time. ‘This is done hittorically ; and it ¢comprehends every 
law — to provifions, and. the baying and felling of them. The 
remaining half of the volume coniains ddjudged Cafes, upon thofe fta- 
tutes; an oy an Appendix, confifting of Latin Records ot early dates, 
and Peritioxs to Parliament for relief on various occafions; the whole 
is clofed by a ufeful Index. ‘This volume feems to bring together more 
information of a ju dicial nature fhan has hitherto been feen, on the 

quettion of foreftalling, regrating, and engroffing ; get. is adapted both 
to gratify the curiot fity of “the prefent moment, and to fatisfy the de- 
maads of the practifing lawyer at all times, 









Art. 26. Gonfderations on the pref nt high Price of Corn; with a 
Prop sitom for th fe Ynal Reg: ulation of the Prices of all the Regus 
faites of Life. Addrejjed to every Clafs of Seciety. Ry Homo. iro. 

28 pp. 6d. Stevenfon, Norwich ; Scatcherd, and Wright, Lon- 


A very feeble declamation, in behalf of a projeéted law for limiting 
the price of wheat 10 fo ur guineas a quarter, 
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Arr. 27. Dearne/s occafioned by Scarcity, not Monopoly ; and the Du- 
nes of Men, arifing out of the Circumfances of providential Vifttation, 
recommended : ina Sermon, delivered ina Parifo-Church in the Count 
oF Northampton 1, on We dnefday, March 12, 1800, being the Day ap- 
vied for a General Faft. To which is added, an Apps mdtx, contain- 

g Hints of praiical Exp dients, for alleviating the Condition of the 
Ps wr, 10 wether with a Table of the averagt Price of Wheat in each 
Year, from 1595 101798, inclufive. 8vO. gopp. 18. 6d. Hat- 
chard. 1800. 


The Dedication of this Sermon to Mr. Ruth, High-Sheriff of Suf- 
folk, is very energetical, It is figned S. Hi od f on, Chray pfton. The 
te xt is, Habak. it, 17, 18. The preacher fuggefts fuch reflections, as 
might reconcile his hearersin March,1800, to our /ate ( (ani d we may add, 

ur prefe nt) Scarcity; by fatisfying them, that the dearth is from the hand 
ot God, and not trom the wicked avarice of men. Iv general, this ts 
fatisfactorily fhown. Some very juit obfervations occur at p. 5, con- 
Cc " ing the dit ttribution of food throng hout the kingdom , - and the ne- 
ceflity ‘of fupplying barren or very populous dittri€ts, from thofe which 
are lefs fo ; and at pp. 6, 7, concerning the Aa/fly bringing of a great 
portion ot our corn to market. | The preacher next enqt wires, ** into 
ihe refpective duties of men, in every order of fociety, in times of 
{carcity and dearnefs.” P.8. Here he enumerates, the parental care 
of government, W hich, however, he is careful not to carry beyoad its 
province; the /upplying the neceiJaries of life; the duty of the rich to 
avoid all wafte, and even indulgence ; of the geor to be induftrious, 
fuber, and peaceable, ‘The folly and the mifchief of violent proceed. 
ings are properly fet forth ; and the difcourfe is concluded by fuitable 
exhortations, ‘The Appe ndix contains fome practical obfervations, 
lefs fuited to the pulpit (but well-timed, as it now appears) concerning 
the event of another feafon ; andthe prudence of guarding againtt it 
by a large fupply of efcalent roots and plants. The objections, 
which may probably be made to an extenfive culture of potatoes, arc 
obviated ; and retail-dealers {the butcher and baker) are vindicated 
fom the blame of adding to the public diftrefs. At p. 33, fome 
good obfervations occur, concerning the relief of the poor, by allot- 
ments of {mall portions of land ; and the expediency of attending, 
more thaa is ufual, to thofe among the poor, who are fober and jindu!- 
trious, and juft able to live without parith relief. That they fhould 
not pay to the poor rate, there can be lithe doubr. Alyy Jed they mutt 

, of the rate wou!d be illegal, But we think th at legen cies and bene- 
f aciions to the poor, ought to be diltributed among: thele perfons only, 
nd not to thofe actua'ly maintained by the.parfh, What is this 
latter mode of diitribution, but the faving of money to thofe who pay 
the poor-rate? And yet it is an abufs very common throughout the 
kingdom ; and ought (we think) to be corrected by law. In the iffue, 
by encouraging fobricty and induitry, fuch a law would probably 
much reduce the poor-rate it{elt and that, in the moft defirable of ail 
potble ways. The Table of the average Price of Wheat, by the 
G quarter, 
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quarter, of cight flandard Winchefter buthels, is taken from 1§95 to 
1764, from Sinith’s Corn-tradis; thence to 1770, from Lord Hawkef. 
bury’s Office ; and thence ta 1798, from Catherwood’s Tables. ‘The 
years 1642, 16 +3: 1644, ! bas, are wanting in the account. 

Mr. Li. might have graufhed curiofity, at the leaft, and perhaps have 
rendered an acceptable fervice to fome of his readers, if he had given 
from this table, the average price of wheat, for 20 O years, from 1595 
to 1794, inclufive. W ‘e “f all fupply this detect by ttating, that it ap- 

63 


poals a) be 21. 5> 6d... . 


ART. 238. A S, rmwion, im which the pre re Scarcity is generally con /t- 
aerea: pree hed on Sunday, & Avo. kat 2, 1d00, af Sadis 1glon, in Li oi 
coli foire. i) the Rew. janes Hook, 1. M. Rector. i ublifeca by 
Defire of the Parifhioners. $N0. 23 pps Wright. 1800, 


The preacher , difcourfing on Luke xvi, 17, 18, “ Were there not 
tcn cleanted,” &c. inveighs, throv gh feven pages, again{t the vice of 
ingratitude. He then confiders the preient fearcity as real, and not 
artificial ; ‘¢ and though there may be iniquitous members of fociety, 
who have, in fome ini tances, taken uatair advantages of a feanty fup- 
piv, you may reft affured that they do not exift or affect the country, 
in the degree rep-efented by thofe who, through ignorance, or fome 
worte motive, would blind you to the real caute, w vho flatter your fo- 
bies to. gain popularity, and would excite your refentment to carry 
their own Seles purpoles into effect.” Pv. 8. Vo the wifdom of the 
he piilature we are encouraged to look bi configence for a remedy 
fp. 8). Juftice is done by the preacher to the liberality and aétive 
charity ot the rich; and we are exhorted to endure with refignation 
{ome partial evils, remembering the many bleffings we enjoy as a na- 
tion. ‘The fame pailiatives of the exifling fcarcity are fuggefte:! ; 
which the royal Proclamaiion has lately urged vpon us; and the in- 
grecients ot bread, in heu of wheat. flour, are maintained, by an ap 
peal to experience, to be falurary and nutritive, ‘I he difcourfe is con- 

lud ed by fowe ptous reflections and feafonable warnings; and though 
it is not, upon the whole, a periormance of the higheit rank, yet it 3 
r a Seble and ulcful, 


’ 


the late and bs, lent exborbitant P rice of Provifions. A Sermon, preached 
in the Par yh Charchof Counde, and nape of Creffage, in the County 
af Salop. om the gth and 12h of Ofober, 1300. By Thomas Good- 
im Oe, / i R-Aor of ibe faid Parijh. BVO. 16 PP- Wood, 


i} + - 
Shrewlburfy. roOO. 


Arnr.26. Confderarions upon the Times ; more efpecially with Refp. & fo 


Di. G. 1s of opinion, that in the prefent, as well as in the laft year, 
* by au cohancement of prices tar above what the a¢tual fcarcity could 
warrant, or any feafonable or honourable profit of the grower or dealer 
puitity,—-by collufive bargains upon terms mefely nominal,—by 
talle and wicked mifre; penis tations of the — and profpect of 
(he harvetts,~-by concealinents from the knowledge of the country ,— 
'y y ace mula Hh, and witnnok bg trom the markets the fair proportion 
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which fhould always be brought forward for their due fupply, and even 
by avoiding to fell in them at any rate,—by injurious combinations in 
very many inftances by fraudulent adulteration, the dificulties of the 
public received much increale.” P,g. And yet, he fays, ‘* itis de- 
‘voutly to be hoped, that the in‘tances in which the avarice of any have 
fought a fordid gain, by taking mien 9 of the public anxiety and 
neceility, have not been very numerous,” P, 10, We areat a lofs to 
reconcile thefe feemingly inconfiftent opinions. ‘* An. harveft con- 
fefledly productive, and gathered in a feafon moft unufually favour- 
able” (p. 11) is not defcribed by either houfe of parliament, after di- 
ligent invettigation, as the general harveft of 1800. Dr. G. feems to 
confine his judgment to the diftriét in which he lives ; and we doubt 
not, that in feveral diftrits there has been a full average crop, at leaft 

of fome particular forts of grain. From the note at p. 12, we might 

conjecture that /edition has been at work, to enhance the price of grain, 

We think that fedition has now incomparably le/s property to back it, than 

it has had for the latt ten years; among fane men, none at all; and that 

its efforts to excite commotion, by enhancing the price of corn, will 

be limited to the purchafe of afew hundred quarrers. The difcourfe 

is concluded by very proper exhortations to pi-us gratityde and thank{- 

giving. 


POLITICS. 


Art. 30. Objerwations on a late Publication, entitled A Treatise on the 
Police of the Metropolis, By a Citizen of Londog , but no Magiftrate. 
8vo. o7 pp. 2s. 6d. Symonds. 


The writer of thefe Obfervations objects to many of Mr. Colqu- 
houn’s ftatements (in his well-known Treatife on the Police) and to 
the moft material parts of the plan propofed by him: but, although hie 
remarks on the want of accurate data, to fuppore the calculations at 
that author, are jult, he has not attempted to Leuly the deficiency, or 
afford betier inturmation ; and though he bas, wath great appearance 
of reafon, pointed out the danger that might arife trom a Board of Po- 
lice, with ald the powers propoted by Mr, C, he has by no means proved 
that an eftablifh:nent of that kind might not, under proper re ulations, 
be attended with great advantage to the community. He objetis 
ftrongly to the interterence of fuch a Board with the privileges af the 
city of London; as if no central Board coyld be eitablifhed without 
injury to thofe privileges; or, as if any partial privileges ought to 
land in the way of iunprovement, in thofe Jaws which afford univerfal 
protection, He is alfu, if not an advocate, an apologift for che number 
of public-houfes in London, the general refort ta them by the lower 
orders of the people, and the great confumption of {pirituous liquors. 
fSee pp. 79, 80, 81). On this topic, we believe there are few unpre- 
jediced readers, who will not agree in fubftance with Mr, Colquhoun. 

Upon the whole, thefe Ob feryatigns (which are written in a detultory 
and rather flovenly manner) contain few fentiments that are not cither 
vty trite, or very objectionable, We need not be told, that “> 
G 2 Nir, 
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" Mr. Colquhoon’s calculations, of the number of offenders of different 
clafles, and amount of their depredations on property, feem to be 
founded on flight'and hypothetical grounds : nor can it be denied, that 
fome of the remedics propofed by him appear doubtful, and eyen dan- 
rous, without material alterations. et his long experience in the 
ubjeéts of which he treats, and the induftry and zeal with which he 
thas purfued the inveftigation, render his work highly ‘deferving the 
notice it has obtained, and may greatly affift in forming improvements 
in the police, whenever fuch a meafure fhall employ , as it well deferves, 
the attention of Parliament. 


Art. 31. Obferwatiens on the AB which paffed into a Law the 28h 
of July, 1800, to incorporate certain Perfons, by the Name of the Lon- 
dim Company, for the Manufa@ure of Flour, Meal, and Bread ; foew- 
ing the Excellence of ihe Plan propofed, and that its Adoption quill in 
Suture prevent an artificia Scarcity of Wheat; and awill prove a 
Death- Bliw to Monopelizers, Forefiallers, and Regraters of that effens 
tial Article; including a copious Abridgment of the above Ad, and the 
Names of the prefent Proprictors. Py JF. H. Prince, author of the 
Chriftion’s Duty to God, and the Confusion, Ec. SvO0. 22 Pp 
6d. Weft and Hughes. 1800. 


That the manufaCturing company, of which this beck profefles to 
give an account, originated from the beft motives, no man who reads 
the lift of perfons concerned can for a moment quetticn. ‘The plan 
may alfo redound to the public benefit, by Cemonttrating from experi- 
ence upon what terms, proportionate to the price of wheat, flour, and 
confeguenily bread, may be manutacinred, and counteracling monopo- 
fies. “hele fhould feem to be the principal objedis of the undertaking, 
But if it needs either an expofitor or an advocate, the want will not. be 
fupplied by the writer before us ; who fets out with a denial, that there 
is any fcarcity whatever; and after a rant of four pages againft mono- 
poliits, and an abiraét of the A& for eftablifhing this corporation, 
cloies with a few remarks upon the provifions of the A&, and a high- 
flown panegyric of the plan, much too general and declamatory to 
prove or explain us utility. He fecms indeed to mean well; but to 
be too much of a fanatic, to difculs a hubjedi of this kind with that pa- 
tience and induftry, which its nature and importance deinand. 


Art. 32. Political Caluniny refuted, addreffed to the Inhabitants of 
Weedbridge ; containing an Extrad of a Sermon preached at Batley, 
on the Laff Dey, 1993 5 @ Sermon, preached at Orley on the Day ap- 
pernted: for a General Thayh [giving , on Account of our Naval Vidiories § 
and Solitary Mujings fit bierfe) on ‘the Being of a Ged, Providence, 
and the French Kevolwtion. » By the Rev. Fobn Black. 8vo. 38 pp. 
18s. Buhh,Ipfwichs Rebinfons, London. 1800, 


This publication is ptefaced by an Addrefs to the Inhabitants of 
Woodbridge, in which the au:hor complains, that, ** on his ftanding 
a candidate for the Maferhhip of ~ og, fn Grammar:Schoéol of that 
town, efforts had, been mads to calumniate. his charadter, and repre- 
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fent his principles as hoftile to government.” To refute fuch aT crtions, 
he therefore publifhes ‘* fome fpecimens, jn verfe and profe, of what 
he has written and taught during this eventful period.” Such as the 
declared motivé of this publication; whether this gentleman attained 
his object, or failed in it, we have net heard, 1; any unfavourable 
opinions of his principles had been formed by his neighbours, apon 
rational grounds, we cannot conceive how it could be refuced by an 
extraét from one fermon, the whole of anorher, and fome rambiag 
unconncéted verfes. We hope the charge of difaifection was l- 
founded ; bat ic may have been true, although the writer occafionally 
uttered fentiments that were loyal and juit. From fome expreilionsia 
the fermons, we fhould fuppofe Mr. B. to be one of thofe who deteiis, 
indeed (and who does not detett ?}- the enormities confequent to the 
French revolution ; but cannot wholly divelt himfelf of partiality for 
the principles that gave it birch: we thould fufpe@t him tu be one of 
thofe who deem the war unjutt onthe part of the enemics of France, 
and that her. crimes are the effAs of chat“ defpair” to which, he tells 
us, ** fhe has been driven.” He infilis that we are “ a divided pea- 
pic,” and fpeaks tenderly enough, both of the oppofers of the war, 
and of thofe who ‘* {till with tor a reform in Parliamen’.” Bar he 
confiders all thefe perfons as likely to unite cordially with the fup- 
porters of government, in the defence of theie couatry | As acompot'« 
tion, his profe 1s not abeve mestiocrity, and his verfes, upon the whole, 
beluw it. He is, however, to be commended for reprobating the tal. 
délity of the French philofophers. 

ArT. 33. Concife houghis on the Garve Laws, in which an Attempt 
is made to Jocw what Part of them ouvht to be retained, and avbat ne 
— By @ Leiccfeybire Freedilder, Svo. 25 pp. Chapple. 
1800. 


There are two branches of our law, which, though many have in- 
dignantly cenfured, no one has yet been able maserially ro amend. 
‘The reader will eafily guefs we mean the poor and the game laws. Al 
thovgh, in each of thele fyftems, tome parts may be habicto jut ob. 
jeCtions, yet a total revolution in either has bitherte beca deemed toe 
hazardous an experiment for prudent ftatefmen to urge, or a wife le- 
giflature to adopt. ‘Ihe writer of the lide tract betore us, very fen- 
tibly defends fome of the leading provifions in the game laws, agvinft 
which great clamours have been raifed. He propotes, however, a few 
modifications, particularly that the owner of the land, though he may 
not be Lord of the Manor, fhould have equally the right of killing 
game; and that the Lord of the Manor, though not owner of the 
land, fhould, in like manuer, be entitied to puriue his fports, without 
being liable (as he is at prefent) to aétions of trefpafs. Both the above 
parues muft alfo join in granting leave to fpcrt. Perhaps thefe con- 
current rights might produce more jealoufies and animofities than arife 
under the prefent fyftem, Other regulations, of lefs importance, 
fome of which might, we think, be expedient, are fuggetted ; and the 
tract, upon the whole, docs credit to the public {pirit and judgment 
Qf its author. : 
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Ant. 34. Anew Method of IuftraBion for Children, from Five to Ton 
Vvars old, including Aloral Dialog ue f; the Cbilarens’ Tiand, adtal , 


°o opt, est : : 
Thoughts ana Maxine K Models of ¥ gmp tlio, In ui THINLY, for C Pile 
dren Ten or Twelve Years old: and a nav Methed of teaching Chil 
dren to draw, Tranflated fram the Fri uch of Madame De Genlis. 


12mo. 350Ppp. Longman and Rees. 1800. 


The talents of Mad. De Genlis, both as a writer and as an inftruc. 
tor of youth, needs no encomium from us, This laft work (which, 
fhe affures us, “ is the refult of a longer courfe of fludy and riflec. 
tion than any of her former”) will certainly prove a valuable addition 
to the excellent library for children which the prefent age has prod iced. 
The Definitions, as they are called, though they are not all fo in che 
firiéteit fenfe, may be ufefully learned by very young perfons, for the 
better underftanding what they read. But we cannot think it neceflary 
that fo much time and pains fhould be employed in the ftudy of them 
as the author feems to require. In the Dialogues there are many jut 
obfervations ; though they are, upon the whole, much inferior in utility 
to thofe in Madame Beaumont’s excellent work, the Magazin des En- 
fans. The ‘Tale is rather whimfical than entertaining, and too fingular 
to be generally ufeful. Though ic would be unreafonable to expect 
much novelty in the Maxims, they are digefted with judgment, and 
exprefled with perfpicuity. That portion of the work which contains 
Models for Compofition, is that in which the novelty alledged chiefly 
confifts ; and it certainly affords ufeful hints to the intirugto:s of youth. 
It confitts of quettions, with the anfwers annexed (which the pupil is 
to be taught to give in fubftance, but not in the fame words) Compa- 
rifons and Refutations. The fentiments are (we think invariably) juit; 
and the Refutations, in particular, deferve praife, as tending to guard 
the youthful mind againft erroneous and mifchievous opinions; fome 
of which have been adopted by writers, whofe wit and genius were 
calculated to give them a dangerous currency, 


Art. 35. Am Account of Two Charity Schools, for the Education of 
Girls: and of a Female Friendly Society in York: interfperfed with 
ReflePions on Charity Schools and Friendly Societies in General. By 
Catherine Coppe. 8vo. 120pp. 38. Johnfon, 1800. 


Pubtications of this kind can fcarcely be deemed fit fubhje@s of cri- 
tictim. ‘The defign of that belore us cannot, without a very long de- 
iail, be more diftinétly explaioed than it is by the Preface; which 
breathes the true fpirit of Chriftian benevolence. “* ‘The fubject,”’ 
fays the humane and fenfible writer, ‘¢ it is admitted, is an humble 
one; yet tothe Chnftian, who knows that, inthe eye of God, all his 
rational offpring are equal, all alike candidates for a glorioys flate of 
eudlefs and happy exittence; or to thinking perfons ot whatever de- 
fcription, the good order and proper regulation, even of a female 
charity fchool, will not feem uawosthy fome postion of attention.” 
We 
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We can confirm this remark, by declaring, that in perufing the ac- 
count of thefe inftitutions (particularly that of the {pinning and grey- 
coat {chools) we felt a greater degree of intereft than any fubject of 
chat nature feemed calculated to excite. The conduét of the ladies 
who eftablifhed the one of thefe charities, and reformed the other, 
sfords a ftriking difplay of active and judicious beneficence : and 
this publication may be highly ufeful to thofe who are difpofed to 
form, or entrutied to regulate fimilar eftablifhmen’s, 


Art. 36. Holmes’s Tra on the Novel County-Rates, Exeter, 1799, 
hypothetically founded on the Births of Two Aas of Parliament (12 
and 13 Geo dl.) now nearly Sixty Years of Age, collated with County- 
Rates, Devon, Fe. Where Forfritures of Recognizances, Felons? 
Gosds, Fe. pafs into his Maj-jly's Exchequer; but in Exeter, to the 
Busfer of the Chamber of Exeter; including a Sketch of the prefent 
State of the City, Bodies-Corporate, generally and /pecially difeuffed. 
By William Holmes, eM. a Deaf Freeman of Exeter,8.C.L. 8v0. 
48 pp. 1s. Coker, Exeter. 


If the deaf freeman woukl dear our voice, he would abftain from 
literary puriuiis ; which require an underitanding very differently con- 
ftituted from that which feems to have fallento his lot. His prefent 
undertaking (if we rightly comprehend it) is indeed of a nature fuf. 
ficiently humble, namely, to inveltigate the rights and duties, and mark 
fome errors in the proceedings, of the Corporation of Exeter. In 
particular, he infidts that the charges incurred by his Majetty’s forces 
pafling through the county and city, ought to be paid by the chamber 
of the city, and not out of the county rates. Now xzofrum off tantus 
componere lites; which can only intereit the inhabitants of that city and 
its neighbourhood. Even to them fuch a rude and undigefted mals 
(of extraéts from Charters and Acts of Parliament, with ftrange and 
abfurd cemments upon them) can afford but litte information or 
benefi:. 


Art. 37. The Trial of Jane Leigh Perrot, Wife of James Leigh Pers 
vot, Efg. chargid with flealing-a‘Card of Lace in the Shop of Eliza- 
beth Gregory, Haberdajber and Milliner at Bath, before Sir Soulden 
Lawrence, Knt. One of the Fufiices of his Majefty's Court of King’s 
Bench, at Taunton Affixes, on Saturday, the 29th Day of March, 1800. 
Taken in Court by Fobn, Pinchard, Attgrncy, of Taunton. 8v0. 
43 pp. 28. Norris. 1800. 


As we were not prefent at the extraordinary Trial here recorded, it 
cannot be expected that we fhould pronounce on the accuracy of this 
report. From the circumftance, however, of its being publifhed by a 
gentleman of the law, with his name, and from the general reputation 
of what paffed on that occafion, it has the appearance of being drawn 
up with care and fidelity. On the trial itfelf, we willonly remark that, 
as it was impoflible, from the nature of the circumftances, that the 
charge could be pofitively contradi¢ted (and yet this may happenin 
other cifcs to innocent perfons).the reader, it is to be hoped, wall be 
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impreffed with the neceffity of preferving through life a fimilar cha. 
ra‘ier to that which, in this inftance, proved the beft proteCtion to the 
party accufed. 


Art. 38. Refi: Mions on the relative Situations of Mafer and Servants, 
biftor ically and politically canfidered ; the Lrregularities of Servants, the 
Esntloy me nt of Foreigners, and the general bnconveniences refulting from 


the Want of proper Regulations. $vo. 18.6d. Miller., 1800. 


That fome regulations with refpett to fervants are efleniially and 
immediately neceflary, every mafter of a family will readiiy bear tef- 
simony. Perhaps one of the greaielt evils is the formation of clubs, . 
for the capre fed purpofe net only of maintaining fervants out of place, 
but we fear for the encouragement of infolence and depredation. This 
tract contains many fenfible and important obfervations 0. the relative 
fituations of mafters and fervants ; and has perhaps nothing more ex- 
ceptionable than the ti:le-page, which is too diffule, and promifes too 
much. 


Arr. 79. A Manual for the Ufe of Coachmen, Grooms, Oftlers, and all 
Porting concermed in the Care and Management of Horfes ¢ being a Se- 
ie flion of mear Three Hundred Receipts, for the feveral Diforders to 
wich that woble Animal it fubjef 3 togetuer with fome general Objer- 
wationt, aud an Index. L2m0. 103 pp. 2s. Lee and Hurft, 
1799. 

The compiler of this little book informs, that ** he was induced t6 
undertake the tafk, to avoid the conftant trouble hewas at in tranferib- 
ing fingie receipts for one or other of his friends.” - So faras-our 
knowledge of che fubje€t enables us to judge, he has executed that 
tafk in gericral with fkull and accuracy ; though one medicige is omit- 
ted, whieh we have feen given with great fuccefs; namely, Daffy’s 
Elixir, forthe cripes. ‘The General Qb/ervations, at the end, are ufe 
ful, as explaining the nature and application of the remedies propofed. 
We therefore, without {crople, recommend this publication to all 
«* coachmen, grooms, and oftlers,”’ who are, or may become, readers 
of the Britith Critic. 


Arr..40. Le Negsciant univerfel, om Recacil de Lettres oviginales de 
Commerce, écrites par les meillenres Maifons de Ruffie, Uollande, Ane 
gieterre, France, E/pagne, Portngal, Allemagne, ltalie; Turquie, &r, 
Avec une Table alphabecigue des Termes ufites dan: le négore. Quv- 
rage propre a jervir de modéle a une Corre/pondance Frangaife, ot @ 
former le vrai flyle commercial. Utile aux Nég:cians, Marchand, 
Commis, Se. A PUjfage de la Feuneffe Anghije gui fe define au 
Commerce. Par G. Keegan, Maitre de I’ Académie, Manor-Hon/-, 


Kenfington. 8v0. 312 pp. 53. Vernor asd Hood, &c. 


‘The defign of this author to infruét youth in commercial writing, 
ig what many parents will approve ; and the examples are fufficiently 
numerous to teach facility and variety. 
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FOREIGN CATALOGUE. 


* 


FRANCE. 


Ant. 41... Legons d’hiftoire prononcées a Uécale normale, en l'an Ill. de 
la hace Frangaife: ouvrage ¢lémentairc, coutenant des vues nenves 
ur la nature de l’biftoire; fur le dégré de confiance et le genre d'utilité 
dont elle eft fufceptible; fur l'abus de fon emploi dans l'éducation de la 
jeuneff2; et fur le danger de fis compataifons et de fes imitations péné= 
ralement vicienfes; accompagné:s de. notes, et de trois plans relatifs @ 
l'art de confiruire les falles d’affemblées publiques et délibérantes; par 
CF, Volney, membre de l’inftitut Paris, an VII. . 


The author, employed as Profeffor of Hiftory in the Ecole normale, 
or, rather, to inform thofe appointed to inftruct, how they ought to 
teach hiftory, as well as to examine whether, and how far, hiftorical 
knowledge ought to make a part of education, was at firft truck with 
pr daily influence which hiftory exercifes on the a¢ctions and opinions 
of men. : 

« C’eft.de Phiftoire,” fays he, in his Advertifement, ‘* que dérive 
la prefque totalité des opinions réligieufes ; et en accordant a l’orgueil 
de chaque fecte d’excepter les fiennes, il n’en eft pas moins évident que 
la od la religion eft fauffe, l"immenfe quantité d’aCtions et de jugemens 
dont elle eft la bafe, porte auffi a faux et-croule avec elle. C’elt encore 
de l’hiftoire que dérivent la plupart des maximes et des Phaser on poli- 
tiques - dirigent les. gouvernemens, les renverfent ou les confolident ; 
et ’on fent quelle fphére d’attes civils et d’opinions embrafle dans une 
nation ce fecond mobile. °Enfin ce font les récits qué nous enténdons 
chaque jour, et qui font une branche réelle de hikoire, qui devien- 
nent la caufe plus ou moins médiate d'une foule d’idées et de dé- 
marches erronées ; de maniére que, fi l'on foumettoit au calcul les ers 
reurs des hommes, j’oferois aflurer que fur milie ar‘icles, neuf cent 
quatre-vingts appartiennent a l’hiftoire, et je poferois volonticrs en prin« 
cipe, que ce gue chague homme poffede de préjugés et d’idées faiffts, vient 
@’antrui par la crédule confiance accordée anx récits ; tandis que cé qu'il 
or yg de vérités et d’idées exactes, vient de fon expérience partiid 
ne 

** Je croifois donc avoir rendu un fefvice éminent, fi mon livre 
pouvoit ébranler /e re/pe pour l'bifleire, paflé en dogme. dans le fyf- 
téme d’éducation de l'Europe ; fi devenant /’avis préliminaire, la pré- 
Jace univerfelle de toutes les hiftoires, il‘ prémuniffoit chaque tethenr 
contre l’empirifme des Ecrivains, et contte fes propres illufions; s’il_ 


engageoit 
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engageoit tout homme penfani A foumettre tout homme raconteur & uy 
interrogatoire fevére fur les moyens d’information, &c.” 

We haa. however, been taught, that tefimonium bominum parit cer- 
titudinem metaphyficam, or a complete degree of Certainty ; metaphyfical 
certainty being itfelf defined in the fame logical fyitems, adbefo men- 
tis alicui judicio propter motivum a veritate, ne quidem divinitus, fepara- 
bile. Human teitimony, if accompanied with the requifite conditions, 
is calculated to produce this metaphyfical certainty even circa faa 
fupernaturalia, it not being more difficult to eftablifh the reality of 
thefe, than of other events. 

But it muft not be underftood that M, /, refufes to believe every 
thing. 

«© Entreces excés,” fays he (of admitting or rejeAing every thing) 
** jl elt vue terme moyen; c’eft d’afleoir fon jugement lorfque l'on a 
péfe et examiné les raifons qui le déterminent, de le tenir en fufpens 
tant qu'il n’y a pas de motif fuffifant a le pofer, et de méfurer ton de- 
gré de croyance et de certitude fur les degrés de preuves et d’evidence 
dont chagoe fait eft accompagne.” 

The author, having thus examined the certainty of hiftory, *n the 
next place treats of its utility. This he finds to be of three Kinds; 
the firft mora/, relative to individuals ; the fecond political, relative to 
governments and focieties ; and the third applicable to the {ciences 
and the arts. 

The fiudy of hiftory does not appear to M. /. to be fuited to chil- 
dren ; it fuppofes an experience already acquired, and a maturity of 
judgment incompatible with their age ; it ought therefore, in his opi« 
non, to be banithed from the primary fchools. 

On confidering the moral and individual utility of hiftory, this au- 
thor contends, that well-written romances, or novels, have the advan- 
tage of it. A romance prefents leffons more analogous to the condition 
of the greater part of mankind ; they may retrace in 1t their own hearts, 
their own patlions, their own vices, and their own virtues. 

In regard to the political utility of hiftory, M. V. obferves, that ¢* il 
eft remarquable que dans I'hiftoire ce ne font pas tant les faits majeurs 
et marquans quit font inftructifs, que les faits accefloires, et que les cir- 
conftances guiles ont préparés ou produits; car ce n'eft qu’en connoif- 
fant ces circontlances préparatoires, que l’on peut parvenir @ évicer ow 
A obtenir de femblables réfuliats : ainfi, dans une bataille, ce n’eft pas 
fon iffue qui eft inftructive ; ce font les divers mouvemens qui en ont 
decide le fort, et qui, quoique moins faillans, font pourtant les caufes, 
tandis que l’événement n’eit que l’effet, Telle eft importance de ces 
notions de detail, que, fans elles, le terme de nannenlied fe trouve vi- 
cicux, n‘a plus d’analogie avec 9 auguel on veu en faire l’applica- 
tion ; etcerte faute, fi grave dans fes conféquences, eft pourtant habi- 
tuclle et prefque generale en hiitoire: on accepte des faits fans diftul 
fion; on les combive fans rapports certains ; on drefie des hypothéfes 
qui manguent de fondemens ; ou en fait des applications qui manquent 
de juftetle ; et dela, des erreurs d’adminiftration et des gouvernemens, 
faullement imitatives, qui entrainent quelquefois les plus grands mal- 
heurs, C'eit donc un art, et un art profond que d’etudier l’hiftoire 
fous cc grand point de vue, &c,” 
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Fontenelle called hiftory uxe fable comvenne. ; 

In reading different hiftories, we learn three things: 1. the charac- 
ter and talents of the hiitoriap; 2, the prevailing fpirit of the epoch 
jn which he lived ; 3. the events which he relates, Of thefe three 
things, the firtt is that of which we gain the moft perfect knowledge, 

In effect, the events {trike us according to the manner in which they 
are prefented, and infiruct us chiefly by the reflections with which they 
are accompanied. Read the Hiftory of England, as written by Hume, 
Mrs. Macaulay, and le pére d Orleans ; the fund of the events is the 
fame, but they are notwithitanding very different hiftories, 

The Abbé Madly has given precepts on the manner of writing hif- 
tory. According to him, ene would almoft be induced to believe, that 
the hiftorian is the matter of his matter, like the poet; he mutt form 
for himfelf a fyftem, a plan, a law of unity, of intereft ; be recom- 
mends it to the writers to put fine difcourtes into the mouths of the 
leading perfonages ; he permits, and even advifes, them net to follow 
the order of events ; according to the precept.of Horace, 


Pleraque differat et prafens in tempus omitiat, 
Hy,almoft allows a little fiction ; 


Atgque ita mentitur, fic veris falfa remifcet, 
Imo ue medium, medio ne difcre pet IMUM 
\ 


Confidered in this light, we may fay, that the reading of good hif. 
tories is not lefs ufeful than that of romances; the reafon is plain, be- 
caufe moft hiltories are romances ; the fand, or ground, may be true, 
but what a rich embroidery ! And it is the embroidery which inter- 
efts the moft, and to which the greateft attention has been paid. It is 
often faid, that phyfic is better than the phyficians ; but here the con- 
trary is the cafe, the hiftorians are better than the hiftory. 

The Prefident AHenau/t had conceived, that hiftory might be written 
in a dramatic form, and he has fet theexample. Indeed, many of our 
tragedies are excellent fpecimens of this kind. : : 

in the parts of this work which treat of the effect of the Jewith, 
Greek, and Roman hiftorical and other books, introduced into educa- 
tion, we find many original, as well as juft obfervations, which we fhall 
therefore commend ; but a much greater number to which we muf 
ftrongly object. E/p. ds Journ. 


Art. 42. Conmoiffances des Temps pour l’'an XI. (1803) In 8vo. 
Paris, 


We have here, for this year, three calendars; the Julian, the Gre- 
gorian, and the Republican ; and a chart of the Eclipfe of the 17th 
of Auguft, 1803, for all the countries.of the earth. This chart is 
not to be found in the Ephemerides of Bologne, for 1799-1810; it 
has been fupplied by Mr, Duvancel, 

The additions, which form 270 pages, contain a a of 887 
fouthern ftars, by Mr. Vidal; one of 1500 new ftars, by Michael Le- 
francais Lalande, bringing the total number of ftars reduced to 10,500; 
obfervations, or memoirs, by Laplace, Delambre, Vidal, Plaugergists 
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Duvaucel, Quenot, Sorlin, Maugin, Ferom, and Michael Lefrancais Lam 
lande, Burckbards, Thulis, Due- te a-Chapelle, and Bernier. 
‘To thefe are added, the hiftory of Aftronomy for the year 7 (1799); 
notices of new aftronomical books; an extenfive extract from two 
pieces, to which the prize of the Inftitute was adjudged, by Mr. Burg, 


and Mt. Boxvard, with the programma of the prize propofed by the 
Board of Longitude, &c, Ibid. 


















ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 






In reply to Mr..Lewis, we defire he will enquire of his 
publifher, what are the reafons which he affigns, tor refufing 
to the trade the cuftomary credit for the Tales of Wondyr, 

The letter of Veritas has been received. We fhaii un- 
doubtedly beftow a careful confideration on the produ@ion 
mentioned in his letter. 

We do not happen to know the book to which Homo al- 
ludes ; but we recommend to him Dr. Watt's Scripture Hif- 
tory, in queftion and anfwer, which is probably at leaft as good. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 






Mr. Fitzgerald, whofe compofitions have been often heard 
with applaufe at the Literary Fund, is preparing a volume of 
Poems tor the public. 

A new edition of Porlean, with various notes, will foon be 
publifhed by Dulau. 
A comprehentive fyftem of mec dical and operative furgery is 


preparing for the prefs by Afr. Blair, aflilted by other refpect- 
able furgeons 


A work by Mr. Fofbrooke, called British Monachi{m, or 
Monaftic Manners and Cuftoms, is gone to prefs. : 
Mr. Befcawen's volume of Poems wiil very foon go to prefs. 
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ERRATUM. 








In our laft, p. 652, 4, for « or the firaitiy” tead ** or the mart 
beyond the Strait.” 
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